


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 9, 2021 

Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 
Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/
Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 16:5
-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 
16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 16:16-
20 Friday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8]/Jn 
15:9-17 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10, 10 [8a]/Jn 16:23b-28 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/
Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15-20  

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

THREE SAINTS WHO WERE MOMS 

Here are three Saints who were mothers, and a 
quote by each of them with a prayer asking for their 
intercession. Turn to these incredible women and ask 
them to become your dearest friends. 

These women have fought the good fight of faith, 
they have run the race, and they now wear a beauti-
ful crown in Heaven. There is a crown waiting for 
you, too. Let us ask these women in heaven to help 
us reach our Heavenly home. 

                             MOTHER MARY 

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to 
Your word.” 

Mother Mary, teach me to pro-
claim, “yes” to your Son each day. 
Please allow me to carry Jesus deep 

within my heart and always share Him with others. 

SAINT GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA 

“One earns Paradise with one’s daily 
task.” 

Saint Gianna, please be present with 
me in my daily tasks and help reveal 
Christ to me in my vocation. Some-
times I feel that my day is mundane, 
please be with me as I offer up each 

task to Christ. May everything I do bring greater glory 
to Him. 

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

“We know certainly that our God 
calls us to a holy life. We know that 
he gives us every grace, every abun-
dant grace; and though we are so 
weak of ourselves, this grace is able 
to carry us through every obstacle 
and difficulty.” 

Saint Elizabeth, help me to live a holy life. Please in-
tercede on my behalf as I strive to place all of my 
confidence and trust in the mercy of God. I desire 
holiness; I yearn to behold our Heavenly Father. 
Teach me to always turn to Christ, both in joy and 
difficulty. Please be with me today, and always. 

SAINTS CORNER 

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

A PRAYER IN GRATITUDE FOR OUR MOTHERS 

 Good and Gentle God, we pray in gratitude for 
our mothers and for all the women who have 

joined with you in the wonder of bringing forth 
new life. You who became human through a wom-
an, grant to all mothers the courage they need to 
face the uncertain future that life with children 

always brings.                                                                
Amen 



St. Mary’s Baby Bottle Drive  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in celebrating the month of our ultimate mother, St. Mary, and all of our awesome 
mothers by participating in the Pee Dee’s Baby Bottle Drive for the area pregnancy resource 
center, A Choice to Make. Let us celebrate the role in the beautiful gift of life that mothers 
play!  

Baby Bottle Drive Details: Each parishioner/family is encouraged to take a baby bottle on 
Mother's Day (May 9) and collect change/cash in it. Place it in the center of your kitchen table 
or some common space and when you have leftover change, just place it in the bottle (much 
like a Lenten Rice Bowl). Bring your baby bottle back to church on Father’s Day (June 20) to 
be collected and donated to A Choice to Make.  

*Parishioners/families also have the option of donating supplies instead of cash/change. 
Items needed by the center include: newborn/baby/toddler clothes, diapers, bottles, for-
mula, and any other baby/pregnancy/maternity supplies.*  

About A Choice to Make: A Choice to Make is a nonprofit organization that offers free prenatal 
care and supplies, maternity resources, baby/toddler resources, parenting classes, education/
GED assistance, housing placement assistance, job placement assistance, childcare placement 
assistance, post-abortive counseling, and counseling on alternatives to abortion. It does not 
offer/suggest birth control or abortion. It is a nonprofit run by various local Christian volun-
teers. It is a tremendous pro life resource that serves men and women throughout the Pee 
Dee (Hartsville, Darlington, Dillon, and Florence). Link:  https://www.achoicetomake.org/  

Where will your donations go? The money raised from the Baby Bottle Drive will both assist 
in paying bills to help keep the physical pregnancy resource center open and will go towards 
maternity supplies, baby supplies, and supplies for parenting classes.  

According to the CDC, more than an estimated *61.8 million babies were aborted in the US 
between 1973-2018. Let’s do more as a community to guarantee that every sweet child has 
a chance at life. *https://www.all.org/learn/abortion/abortion-statistics/  

Questions: Contact Erin Farrell at (912) 246-0014 or  erinirenejean@gmail.com  



COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 10:25-26,34-35,44-48 

The Acts of the Apostles contains the stories of the Holy Spirit’s activity in the lives of the early church leaders and 
their communities. Today’s lectionary reading is a small part of a much longer story in which a centurion named Cor-
nelius had a vision that prompted him to ask Peter to visit him. Centurions were Roman military leaders who were 
stationed throughout the Roman provinces and were in charge of a hundred military personnel.  However, Cornelius 
was no ordinary centurion. Luke describes him as a Gentile who was interested in Judaism and was a generous con-
tributor to the needs of the Jewish community  in Caesarea. On the day after Cornelius received his vision, Peter also 
received a vision in which a heavenly voice told him to eat ritually unclean animals. Peter responded by saying 
“Certainly not!” This would have been in violation of Jewish dietary regulations. Nevertheless, the heavenly voice said 
“What God has made clean, you are not to call profane” (Acts 10:15) 
     Even though Peter was unsure of the meaning of his vision, when the Holy Spirit told him to go with the soldiers to 
meet Cornelius at his home, he went. Upon entering Cornelius’ house he encountered a large group of family and 
colleagues waiting for him. When they had completed all of the niceties of introduction and welcome, Cornelius 
asked Peter to speak to them about Jesus’ message. Peter had not yet finished speaking, when he saw the Holy Spirit 
descend on the gathering. Peter’s companions, all circumcised followers of Jesus, were astounded—literally, out of 
their minds—at the thought that Gentiles could receive the Holy Spirit, because it was reserved for Jews alone, or so 
they thought. But “God shows no partiality”  Peter needed no further confirmation and therefore called for the Bap-
tism of Cornelius and his household. As Paul says elsewhere , “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free person there is not male and female, for you are all on in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28) 

The Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-10 
Today’s second reading does not appear to have an obvious connection to the First Reading unless we consider how 
an inclusive community of faith is formed and sustained. Love is the answer, but not the kind of love that shows fa-
vorites or seeks “feel-good” experience from the other. Biblical scholars recognize that the writers of the Gospel of 
John and the letters of John are not entirely consistent in the way they talk about love, but the Greek word which is 
translated here as “love” is agape  it is a self giving love that expects no return.  
     Using the word agape and related words , the author of this letter admonishes the beloved members of the com-
munity. Saying that they ought to love one another, because God is love and love is God. How do we know the love of 
God? The author says that we know it not in what we do for God but what God does for us, in particular, in sending 
His Son. The Greek word Hilasmos, which is here translated as “expiation” appears only twice in the entire New Tes-
tament—here and in 1 John 22—and it could also be translated as “appeasement” “expiation”  or “sin offering” . 
However, we should not think of  expiation in terms of an angry God who demands his “pound of flesh’ for humani-
ty’s sin through the death of His Son, No! The love of God consists in God loving us first and always.  

The Gospel: John 15:9-17 
Today’s Gospel is a continuation of last Sunday’s reading from the Gospel of John. It is part of the “vine and the 
branches” section of the farewell discourse that Jesus delivers to his disciples before his arrest and crucifixion. Imag-
ine Jesus trying to prepare his disciples for what will happen in the chaotic and violent days ahead. In the section of 
the discourse that follows today’s reading, he warns them about the world’s hate, and he tells them that they should 
not be surprised that they will be persecuted just as he was persecuted. Because “no slave is greater than his mas-
ter” (John 15:20) 
     And what is the antidote to the world’s hate? Amazingly, it is love. Again, imagine Jesus trying to raise his disciples 
out of deep despair by telling them to love one another as he loves them, but this is no casual or superficial love. Ra-
ther, it is rooted in the love that the Father and the Son have for each other. It is the kind of love that prompts some-
one to give their life for another. It is the kind of love that changes  the disciples’ status from slaves to friends; it 
brings them into an intimacy with Christ such that only his dearest friends know what the Father shares with him. 
What have the disciples done to earn this special status? Nothing! They did not choose Jesus. Rather, Jesus chose 
them, and now they must go out and bear fruit by loving one another. CC 


