


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 16, 2021 

Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17
-23 /Mk 16:15-20 Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-
7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 [33a]/Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68: 29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab 
[33a]/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 
[1]/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab [19a]/Jn 
21:15-19 
Saturday: Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 [7b]/
Jn 21:20-25 
Next Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-
14 or Jl 3:1-5/ 
Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-
39 
Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Ex 19:3-
8a, 16-20b/ 
Dn 3:52, 52, 53, 55, 56 or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Ez 37:1-14/Ps 
107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 
8-9/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-
27/Jn 7:37-39 
Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 
12:3b-7, 12-13 or 
Gal 5:16-25/Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

THREE SAINTS WHO WERE MOTHERS 
St. Zelie 

St. Zelie was an absolutely ordinary 
mother. She was a housewife and 
seamstress in an ordinary family 
with a lovingly uneventful marriage, 
but her holiness shows the value of 
faith in everyday life and in the day-
to-day vocation of parenting. The 

simple, ordinary love of a mother matters. In 
fact, it is the most powerful force in the whole 
world, as proven by the fact that two of Zelie’s 
children grew up to become saints themselves, 
one of whom, St. Therese (the Little Flower), is 
perhaps the most beloved saint of our time.  

Her best parenting tip: Love your children, take 
care of them, teach them about God, and see 
what God can do with them! 

St. Frances of Rome 
Frances was mother of six, but her 
son Battista was the only one who 
survived infancy. When he was 
grown, he married a woman who 
disliked Frances (insert unnecessary 
mother-in-law joke here). Insulted, 
belittled, and cut out of her only 

son’s life, Frances didn’t give up on her daughter-
in-law and continued to be kind to her, eventual-
ly changing her attitude and bringing peace to 
the family. Sometimes, it is only a mother who is 
strong enough to give way in humility and love in 
order to heal a fractured family. 
 
Her best parenting tip: Be the source of unity in 
your family, not division. 

St. Perpetua 
In the year 202, Perpetua became a 
Christian. In the Roman Empire, join-
ing the Church was not exactly a ca-
reer-builder. In fact, she was quickly 
arrested and sentenced to death. 
Perpetua had an infant son at the 

time, and although she wasn’t eating any food 
while in prison awaiting execution, her baby was 
brought to her every single day to be nursed. Up 
to and including her very last moment of life, 
Perpetua fulfilled her vocation as mother, loved 
her son the best she could, and prepared to 
meet him one day again in eternity. Perpetua is a 
good saint to ask for prayers for mothers who 
are separated from their children. 
 
Her best parenting tip: Sometimes the best 
mothering is to be a good example. 

SAINTS CORNER 



COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS FOR THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

The First Reading: Acts  of the Apostles 1:1-11 
     Christians celebrate the Ascension of the  Lord  forty  days after Easter. The number forty is symbolic, often repre-
senting a period of transition from one state to another. Luke recounts the event briefly in his Gospel (Luke 24:50-53) 
but more the detailed account is found in the Acts of the Apostles,  also written by Luke. In today’s reading ,Luke be-
gins by recalling what he wrote to Theophilus (lover of God) in the prologue of his Gospel (Luke 1:1-4) about what 
Jesus  said and did until he was taken up (Gk, analambano, meaning “to take up. To raise, or to take to oneself”) The 
passive form of the verb suggests that God is the source or cause of the “taking up” Luke adds that the Apostles and 
others were witnesses to Jesus’ Resurrection insofar as they were privy to his appearances, but he singles out the 
Apostles as the ones who received Jesus’ instructions through the Holy Spirit. The “promise of the Father” recalls the 
ending of the Gospel (Luke 24:49) 
     Luke uses language of the coming kingdom of God and the return of Christ at the end of  time to talk about what 
will happen in this new age of Spirit. We hear that the Apostles will be commissioned to be the witnesses in Jerusa-
lem and even to the ends of the earth. Then suddenly Jesus is lifted up (Gk eperthe, meaning “taken up or exalted) 
and received by A hidden cloud , as the Apostles looked on. The two men dressed in white are a reminder of the res-
urrection story (cf Luke 24 ;4-9). Their message, that Jesus will return in the same way he was taken up—on a cloud—
is an allusion to the end time return of Christ (see Luke 21:27) Thus, the Ascension  of Jesus becomes a precursor and 
promise of the Parousia, whatever may come. 

The Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23 
     In this reading the author offers a prayer of intercession that focuses on the exaltation of the risen Christ and on 
the Church as Christ body. It is preceded by a brief statement of thanksgiving for the faith and love of the Ephesian 
community (Ephesians 1:15-16). The author of this letter asks for a spirit of wisdom and revelation (Gk apocalypseos, 
also meaning “a laying bare or manifestation”) in knowledge of “the Father of glory” for the community of faith. He 
also prays that the eyes of their heart might be enlightened so they can realize the power of their calling in Christ. In 
the ancient world, eyes were about insight, and the heart was the seat of the emotions. Note also the author’s many 
uses of works such as “glory” and “power” in this reading, as well as allusions to Psalm 8:7 to make this point. This 
same power, the author says, was used to exalt Christ to his lace at the right hand of God’s throne, to establish his 
authority over all things, and  to make him head of the Church, which is his body. Thus he makes the Church a recipi-
ent of Christ’s authority over all things. 

The Gospel: Mark 16:15-20  
     Today’s reading belongs to the longer ending of Mark’s Gospel (Mark 16:9-20). It is generally thought to be a sec-
ond-century addition to the original Gospel, which concludes at 16:8 with the women running from the empty tonb 
and telling no one what they saw, because they were afraid. This longer ending compensates for the absence of ap-
pearance narratives like those in the other Gospels. It also includes a commissioning of the Apostles to go out and 
preach and baptize in Jesus’ name that sounds ver much like that in Matthew 28:18-20 and in Luke 24:47. Likewise, 
the risen Jesus gives authority to his followers to preform signs to accompany their preaching. It ends with a brief 
mention of Jesus being taken up to heaven to assume his seat at the right hand of God.. 




