


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 30, 2021 

Sunday: Dt 4:32-34, 39-40/Ps 33:4-5, 6, 9, 18-19, 20, 22 [12b]/
Rom 8:14-17/Mt 28:16-20 
Monday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [6]/
Lk 1:39-56 
Tuesday: Tb 2:9-14/Ps 112:1-2, 7-8, 9 [cf. 7c]/Mk 12:13-17 
Wednesday: Tb 3:1-11a, 16-17a/Ps 25:2-3, 4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-
9 [1]/Mk 12:18-27 
Thursday: Tb 6:10-11; 7:1bcde, 9-17; 8:4-9a/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
[cf. 1a]/Mk 12:28-34 
Friday: Tb 11:5-17/Ps 146:1b-2, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [1b]/Mk 
12:35-37 
Saturday: Tb 12:1, 5-15, 20/Tb 13:2, 6efgh, 7, 8 [1b]/Mk 12:38-
44 
Next Sunday: Ex 24:3-8/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18 [13]/Heb 
9:11-15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

TWO SAINTS WHO WERE MOTHERS 

Jochebed (Mother of 
Moses) 
Jochebed is an example 
of true sacrifice for the 
good of the child. It must 
have been difficult to put 
her baby in a basket and 
wait for him to be res-
cued. Jochebed is to be 
commended for her wis-
dom in creating a plan to 

not only save her baby, but to also provide a way 
for her to be beside him. We can be inspired by 
her creativity and her willingness to sacrifice her 
own comfort for the sake of her child's well be-
ing. 
Virtue: Prudence 
Role model for: Mothers whose children are in 
difficult or dangerous situations; Mothers who 
need to grow in self sacrifice 
Quote: "The woman conceived and bore a son, 
and when she saw that he was a fine child, she 
hid him three months. When she could hide him 
no longer, she took for him a basket made of bul-
rushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. 
She put the child in it and placed it among the 
reeds by the river bank. And his sister stood at a 
distance to know what would be done to him." 
Exodus 2  

SAINTS CORNER 

Hannah (mother of 
Samuel) Hannah waited 
for many years to have a 
child, but she never gave 
up faithfully praying to 
God. After many years of 
yearning for a baby of 
her own, we know it 
must have been with 
great difficulty that Han-
nah presented her child 

in the temple and dedicated his life to God. She 
is an example of what every mother must do. We 
must trust that when we submit to God's plan for 
our child that He will provide for them better 
than we can. 
Virtue: Obedience 
Role model for: Mothers who face anxiety about 
their children; Mothers who live apart from their 
grown children. 
Quote: “Oh, my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, 
I am the woman who stood here beside you, 
praying to the Lord. For this boy I prayed, and 
the Lord has given me my petition which I asked 
of Him. So I have also dedicated him to the Lord; 
as long as he lives he is dedicated to the Lord.”  

The Parish office will be closed Monday, May 31st in ob-

servance of Memorial Day. We wish all our Parishioners a 

Happy and Safe Holiday Weekend.  



COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS FOR THE MOST HOLY TRINITY  

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FIRST READING: DEUTERONOMY 4:32-34, 39-40 
      Although prayers to God as the Trinity existed earlier, the feast of the Most Holy Trinity was not included in the 
liturgical calendar until the fourteenth century, when it was designated for the Sunday after Pentecost. In fact, Chris-
tians did not have a universally agreed upon doctrine of Trinitarian God until the Council of Constantinople in AD 381. 
This is the creed we know now as Nicene Creed. Therefore, we should not expect a fully formed doctrine of the Trinity 
in the Bible. Yet, we find allusions to the Trinitarian God even in the Old Testament, as is evident in today’s first read-
ing.  
    The book of Deuteronomy, which was written over an extended period of time between the eighth and sixteenth 
centuries BC, is presented as the words of Moses to the Israelites before their entry into the Promised Land. In this 
brief excerpt, we are reminded of God’s amazing deeds on behalf of humanity from the time of creation and of God’s 
special care of God’s chosen ones, demonstrated in presence and power in Moses’ words, this is why God’s people 
must know in their hearts that God is their only God. Two details of this reading allude to the Holy Spirit—the mention 
of creation and the image of fire. You may recall the detail of the wind sweeping over the water in the first creation 
story  (Genesis 1:2) and in the second, the reference to God breathing into Adam to Make the human a living being 
(Genesis 2:7). Fire is an image associated with God’s presence in Exodus (Exodus 19:18), but it also reminds us of the 
Christian Pentecost story, when the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples in tongues of fire. (Act 2:3) 

THE SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:14-17 
     Today’s second reading is part of a long section of the letter to the Romans, Romans 5:1—8:39 in this section, Paul 
highlights the benefits that came to those who are justified by faith in Jesus as a free gift from God. Paul has already 
asserted the Christian believers are in the spirit and that the Holy Spirit dwells in them (Romans 8:9). Here he writes 
that through the Holy Spirit, the Christian believer has received the spirit of adoption that makes them children of God 
and that allows them to cry “Abba, Father.” perhaps you have heard someone say abba is an affectionate form of 
“father” like “daddy.”  In fact, it is the vocative form “used to address a person” of the Hebrew word ab, which means 
“father.” It is used three times in the New Testament, always paired with the Greek word pater, which means “father.” 
when  used in this way. It is an intimate address to God in prayer, as a child might address a parent.  
     Our Eastern Orthodox brothers and sisters have a fitting term to talk about the triune God, namely perichoresis this 
Greek term suggests the intimacy and the perfect balance of relationships among the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, cen-
tered in love and harmony. Some modern theologians have liken this relationship to a divine dance. Thus, when we 
cry, “Abba, Father” through the power of the Holy Spirit and with knowledge that we are children of God and heirs 
with Christ, we are invited to participate in the divine dance of love and harmony.  

THE GOSPEL: MATTHEW 28:16-20 
     Participation in the life of God necessarily means taking up our mission as God’s agents in the world. Today’s Gospel 
reading is known as the “Great Commission,” which is often used as a biblical warrant for missionary activity. There are 
other commissioning stories in the Gospels, but is the only account of the risen Christ’s commissioning of the eleven to 
go out and make disciples of all nations , baptizing them and teaching them all that Jesus had taught them. The Greek 
verb that is translated here as “make disciples” requires action. Moreover, it bears authority of the risen Christ, which 
was conferred on him by God. And how are they to “make disciples”? By baptizing and teaching. The threefold formula 
for Baptism “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” was probably already in use by the time 
Matthew’s Gospel was written. The Didache, in early church order written sometime around the end of the first centu-
ry or the beginning of the second century, says “and concerning baptism, baptize this way. Having first said these 
[teachings about moral life], baptize into the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit in living wa-
ter” (Didache 71). 
     And what about Jesus’ assurance that he will be with them always? The ending of this Gospel takes us back to the 
beginning where God’s angel tells Joseph that the child with whom Mary is pregnant will fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah, 
“and they shall call him Emmanuel” (Matthew 1:23 cf Isaiah 7:14) Emmanuel means “God with us.”  




