


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 6, 2021 

Sunday: Ex 24:3-8/Ps 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18 [13]/Heb 9:11-
15/Mk 14:12-16, 22-26 
Monday: 2 Cor 1:1-7/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [9]/Mt 5:1-12 
Tuesday: 2 Cor 1:18-22/Ps 119:129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 135 
[135a]/Mt 5:13-16 
Wednesday: 2 Cor 3:4-11/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 8, 9 [cf. 9c]/Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: 2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 
[cf. 10b]/Mt 5:20-26 
Friday: Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8c-9/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Eph 3:8-12, 14-
19/Jn 19:31-37 
Saturday: 2 Cor 5:14-21/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8a]/Lk 
2:41-51 
Next Sunday: Ez 17:22-24/Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 [cf. 2a]/2 Cor 
5:6-10/Mk 4:26-3 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

TWO SAINTS WHO WERE FATHERS 

SAINTS CORNER 

SAINT JOSEPH THE WORKER                                     
Even though he appears in the Christmas Nativity 

story, little is actually known about Joseph, husband 
to Mary. Because of this, there are two traditions 
about him. The first is that he was an elderly man, 
glad to have a son any way he could. The other is 

that he was a young man entering the prime of his 
life. In this latter version he is known as “The Work-

er” because of his carpentry trade. 

If he was young, his sacrifice to be a good father be-
comes even more impressive. He marries a woman 

who has a child not by him and then chooses to forgo 
children of his own in order to foster this young child 
named Jesus. Foster fathers are real fathers and their 

role in raising children is deserving of immense re-
spect. 

His best parenting tip: Stand by your family no 
matter what difficulties arise.  

SAINT POPE JOHN PAUL II                                                 
Pope John Paul II was the 
spiritual father to billions 
(the title “Pope” is derived 
from the word “Papa”). He 
settled into the role well and 
offered wise advice on mar-
riage, sexuality, and children. 
His love for all people and 
willingness to slow down and 
spend time with them shows 
an important aspect of fa-
therhood—that quality time 
with the children is a valua-
ble gift only a father can give. 
Even in his enormous re-

sponsibilities, John Paul II never let his work take 
over his time with his children. In fact, as a younger 
man, he would often take groups of young people on 
hikes and skiing trips in the mountains. 

His best parenting tip: Any time with the kids is qual-
ity time.  

FIRST COMMUNION 

 

First Communion will be celebrated Saturday, June 12th 

at 10:00am. This year we have 11 children making this 

important Sacrament they are: Baylee Clark, Joseph 

Dorsel, Daniel Jimenez-Garcia, Reid McGraw, Kasey 

Olvera-Reynoso, Joseph Ramirez, Naymar Ramos-

Mendoza, Edward Sanchez, Matias Soto-Cervantes, 

Alex Vargas-Valdes, Kati Vargas-Valdes. Please keep 

these children and their families in your prayers as they 

receive their First Holy Communion. 



COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS FOR THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

THE FIRST READING: EXODUS 24:3-8  
     The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, also known as Corpus Christi, is celebrated on the Sunday 
after Trinity Sunday in the United States. This feast was first observed in the thirteenth century, but it was not officially 
mandated in the Church’s liturgical calendar until the fourteenth century. It commemorates the Real Presence of the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ in the appearance of bread and wine in the Eucharist. Today’s first reading from the 
book of Exodus is one of several that prefigure the new covenant effected in the Eucharist. In the sections that pre-
cede today’s reading, the book list a set of ordinances—the Covenant Code—that the Israelites were obligated to keep 
(Exodus 20—23) and a promise of rewards for serving God faithfully (Exodus 23:20-33) 
     Now Moses is invited to come up the mountain close to God and ratify the covenant in a blood ritual. First Moses 
writes down the words God had given him, and he builds an altar for the sacrifice. Part of the blood of the sacrifice is 
sprinkled on the altar, which symbolizes God. Moses reads from the book of the covenant, and the people formally 
assent to it. Later, the rest of the blood will be sprinkled on the people as Moses says, “This is the blood of the cove-
nant which the Lord has made with you according to all these words.” Sharing blood symbolizes the unity of God and 
the people; they are joined as one family by blood. Additionally, the reference to the blood of the covenant ought to 
remind us of the phrase “the blood of the new and everlasting covenant” that we proclaim in our Eucharistic prayer.   

THE SECOND READING: HEBREWS 9:11-15 
     The second reading comes from the Letter to the Hebrews. Although we call it a letter, it is better categorized as a 
sermon that consists of alternating units of exhortation and exposition. The expositions follow a form or argument 
used by rabbis of early Judaism called “from the lesser to the greater.” it works like this: if something can be demon-
strated to be true or good in a small matter, then we can say that it is even more true or good when it concerns a 
greater matter that is analogous to the first. 
     In the sections of Hebrews that precedes today’s reading, the author describes the worship of the first covenant, in 
which only the high priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies to offer sin sacrifices for himself and for the people. 
The feast to which this scene refers is probably Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement. While this was considered one of 
the most important holy days of early Judaism, the author of Hebrews makes the argument that Jesus’ sacrifice was so 
much greater and more perfect. Why? Because the author of Hebrews understood that Christ is the perfect high priest 
who passed into the heavenly tabernacle. He is also the most perfect sacrifice, who, with his own blood, obtained re-
demption and deliverance from sin. If the sacrificial activity of the high priest Holy of Holies each year on Yom Kippur 
was great, how much greater was the activity of Christ, who is both perfect high priest and perfect sacrifice offered 
once and for all time? 

GOSPEL COMMENTARY IS ON THE NEXT PAGE 



     THE GOSPEL: MARK 14:12-16, 22-26 
     The account of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples as they celebrated the Passover meal comes from Mark’s Gospel. 

The lambs of the Passover would have been slaughtered in the Temple on the afternoon of the fourteen of Nisan, be-

fore the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread began at sunset. Jerusalem would have been filled with visitors for 

Passover. Did Jesus possess foreknowledge such that he just knew that a man with a water jug would walk by as his 

disciples were looking for a place to celebrate Passover? Or had Jesus prearranged a place for them to gather for Passo-

ver? While we never know the answer to this question, the point is clear. Jesus’ disciples went off  and found every-

thing exactly as Jesus said. Thus, Mark emphasizes the intentionality of having Jesus’ last supper before his death coin-

cide with the Passover meal, the great feast of liberation from slavery.                                                                                                  

     The lectionary omits Mark 14:17-22 from this reading. The principle behind the omission of certain verses from the 

lectionary is to present the congregation what is most helpful from a pastoral perspective. Sometimes the full reading 

may be too long or contain verses that are problematic or that otherwise distract from the key message of the text. The 

general  introduction to the Lectionary emphasizes that the decision to omit problematic verses is not taken lightly and 

never in away that distorts the meaning of the text.  

    In this case, however, you might appreciate knowing that Mark 14:17-22 and Mark 14:27-31 are positioned in the 

narrative to provide a “sandwich” for the story of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples. The former is Jesus prediction 

that one of his own—Judas—would betray him to the authorities. The latter is Jesus’ prediction that another of his 

own—Peter—would deny him three times before the night was over.  Recognizing the “sandwich” that Mark has creat-

ed adds great poignancy to this meal setting and to the citation of Zachariah 13:7, “I will strike the shepherd, and the 

sheep will be dispersed. “ Mark likely imagined a deep sadness enveloping Jesus at this moment of his life, when even 

his closest associates were about to turn on him.  

     In the ancient world, to share a meal was to invite your guests into the hospitality and protection that makes them 

family. At this Passover meal, meant to be a reminder of God’s graciousness and protection of the Israelites as they 

were about to be released from captivity in Egypt, Jesus is surrounded by a broken “family” one that will suffer greatly 

when their shepherd is struck down. Knowing this, Jesus breaks bread as any other host of a Passover meal might have 

been doing in homes and guest rooms across Jerusalem, but adds a new level of meaning to the feast by saying “Take 

it, this is my body.” Likewise, with the Passover cup of wine, he passed it to his disciples and added “This is my blood of 

the covenant, which will be shed for many” Thus, the celebration of the Passover of the Jews is expanded and extend-

ed in hospitality to everyone in God’s “broken” family. Moreover, it is not a Passover that ends in death but in newness 

of life in God’s coming kingdom. This is what we celebrate when we gather for Eucharist.  It is a cause for great joy!   


