


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE , 2021 

Sunday: Jb 38:1, 8-11/ Ps 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 30-31 
[1b]/2 Cor 5:14-17/Mk 4:35-41 
Monday: Gn 12:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22 [12]/Mt 7:1-
5 
Tuesday: Gn 13:2, 5-18/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 [1b]/Mt 7:6, 12-
14 
Wednesday: Gn 15:1-12, 17-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/
Mt 7:15-20 
Thursday: Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 17 [6b]/1 Pt 
1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17 
Day: Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 14-15 [14a]/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 
1:57-66, 80 
Friday: Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [4]/Mt 8:1-4 
Saturday: Gn 18:1-15/Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 and 53, 54-55 [cf. 
54b]/Mt 8:5-17 
Next Sunday: Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11, 12, 13 
[2a]/2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15/ Mk 5:21-43 or 5:21-24, 35b-43 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

THREE SAINTS WHO WERE FATHERS 

SAINTS CORNER 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
Thomas More was father to four 
children. During the 16th century, 
he served the government of Eng-
land as Chancellor (kind of like 
Secretary of State in the U.S.) dur-
ing the reign of King Henry VIII. 
When Henry decided to divorce 
his wife and take up with his mis-
tress Anne Boleyn, Thomas alone 
in the entire government refused 
to give his approval. As a father 
and husband, he defended the 
beauty of marriage and family to 

his very last breath, and for this crime he was execut-
ed. 
 
His best parenting tip: Often, a father must take a 
principled stand to defend his family. 

 

SAINT STEPHEN OF HUNGRY 
Of all his children, Stephen only 
had one son live to adulthood. 
This son, named Emeric, was 
raised with the spiritual values of 
his father and has also become a 
saint. In his position as King of 
Hungary, Stephen built many 
churches and monasteries and 
helped introduce his people to 
Christianity. On his deathbed, he 
prayed to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, “To thee, O Queen of 

heaven, and to thy guardianship, I commend the holy 
Church, all the bishops and the clergy, the whole 
kingdom, its rulers and inhabitants.” 
 
His best parenting tip: If dad takes his faith seriously, 
so will his children. 
to see if we mean what we say. 

SAINT JOACHIM 
Husband 
of Saint Anne, elderly father of 
the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Grandfather of Jesus 
Christ. Probably well off. Tradi-
tion says that while he was 
away from home, he 
and Anne each received a mes-
sage from an angel that she 
was pregnant. Believed to have 
given Mary to the service of 
the Temple when the girl was 
three years old. 
Joachim is mentioned in nei-

ther historical nor canonical writings. The infor-
mation we have on Joachim derives mainly from 
the apocryphal Protoevangelium of James. 

 

ST. JOSEPH, PRAY FOR OUR FATHERS,                              

TODAY AND EVERYDAY 



COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  FOR THE TWEVLETH  SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

THE FIRST READING: JOB 38:1, 8-11 
     To better understand the Book of Job and today’s reading, it is helpful to know its genre. The story that frames the 
book is a folk tale about a holy man named Job who is tormented by a series of terrible personal loses (Job 1:1-2:13) 
but who is mercifully restored to well-being in the end (Job 42:7-17). In between, the main character, Job, is described 
as carrying on a series of conversations—perhaps “debates” is a better term—with his friends over the cause for his 
suffering. His friends recite all of the standard explanations for why bad things happen to people, while Job fiercely 
defends his innocence. Finally, God appears on the scene and confronts Job in two speeches (Job 38-2—39:25 and 
40:6—41:26). Today’s reading is taken from the first part of the first speech, in which God questions Job about wheth-
er he understands God’s “counsel”. 
     The reading begins with God confronting Job from within a mighty storm (Hebrew ca’ar, meaning “whirlwind” or 
“tempest”), suggesting a theophany or manifestation of the divine. Although not included in this lectionary reading, 
the author then describes God as calling on Job to stand up, as for battle, and answer why he is clouding God’s counsel 
(Hebrew etsah, meaning “strategy designs or advice”) with his ignorance. How dare Job do such a thing! Who does he 
think he is! God goes on to ask Job where he was when God founded the earth and laid the foundations. Can you 
sense the sarcasm and derision in God’s voice? But remember that these are words of the author of this book who is 
trying to capture what he thinks God would say to this man who dares to challenge God.  
     Returning to the lectionary reading, notice how the author of Job describes the sea. In the ancient world, the sea 
was considered to be mysterious, difficult to control and even dangerous. But here it is described as a baby that issued 
from the womb (Hebrew rechem, a derivative of racham, which means “to love or have compassion”) and God 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, covered with a blanket of darkness, and set boundaries for protection and safety, much 
as a parent might do. The metaphor is a beautiful and evocative of the paternal attributes of God toward the created 
world.        

     THE SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:14-17 
      Our second reading is a continuation of last week’s reading 2 Corinthians in which Paul talks about the trails and 
tribulations of his ministry of evangelization and exhorts his audience to courage as they “walk by faith, not sight” (2 
Corinthians 5:7). Here he talks about the source of this courage, namely, the love of Christ or the love that Christ 
shows us. The lectionary translation reads “the love of Christ impels us.” The Greek work is sunecho, meaning “to hold 
together, to hold fast or to press together.”   And us refers to those who have embraced the conviction that one —that 
is—Christ—died for all humanity, imagine! This is the fullest extent of Christ’s love. Nothing more is possible. It re-
quires of us, then, to die to our old way of life and embrace a new way of life that is centered on the other, just as Je-
sus’ death was centered on the other. Are you up for the challenge?  

 
THE GOSPEL: MARK 4:35-41  

     The story of the stilling of the storm, which is taken from Mark’s Gospel, follows a collection of parables that ad-
dress the proper response to the word of God planted in the soil that is humanity (the Parable of the Sower) and the 
coming of the kingdom of God (the Parables of the lamp, the Seed Growing Secretly, and the Mustard Seed.) The 
meaning of these parables, we are told, is hidden from outsiders, but is revealed to the disciples in private. 
     In light of the privileged place given to the disciples, today’s Gospel reading is especially striking, The setting is the 
Sea of Galilee. Located at seven hundred feet below sea level and nestled among the hills of northern Israel, the sea 
measures nearly eight miles wide and twelve miles long and is two hundred feet deep in some places. Its geography 
makes it subject to frequent and violent storms. The disciples are portrayed as wrestling with a violent windstorm on 
the sea, about to be swamped by the waves, while Jesus is asleep on a pillow in the back of the boat. When the disci-
ples can no longer contain their fright, they awaken him and indirectly scold him for his apparent lack of concern.  
     Without responding to them, Jesus firmly orders the wind to be silent. What Mark does not explicitly say, but what 
is evident in the first reading, is that only God can control the wind and the water. Hence the disciples’ response. They 
are witnessing a theophany, a manifestation of the divine, and despite all that Jesus has been teaching them, they re-
spond poorly, Yet, despite their ignorance, Jesus does not abandon his disciples, nor will he abandon us.     




