


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 4, 2021 

Sunday: Ez 2:2-5/Ps 123:1-2, 2, 3-4 [2cd]/2 Cor 12:7-10/Mk 6:1
-6a 
Monday: Gn 28:10-22a/Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15 ab [cf. 2b]/Mt 
9:18-26 
Tuesday: Gn 32:23-33/Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15 [15a]/
Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18
-19 [22]/Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday: Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5/Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20
-21 [5a]/Mt 10:7-15 
Friday: Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40 [39a]/
Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday: Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7 [cf. Ps 
69:33]/Mt 10:24-33 
Next Sunday: Am 7:12-15/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/Eph 1:3
-14 or 1:3-10/Mk 6:7-13 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

St. Maria Goretti is the 
youngest canonized saint in 
the Church. The attendance 
at her canonization exceeded 
one half million souls, the 
largest of any canonization 
up to that point and time. 
And when you learn more 
about Saint Maria Goretti, 
it’s not hard to tell why so 
many people showed up ;) 
Saint Maria Goretti was born 
to a poor farming family in 
Italy. Maria was one of six 
children. The family lived and 
worked on the property of 
another family’s farm, the 
Serenelli’s family farm. The 
Serenelli family consisted of 
the father and the son, Ales-
sandro. The Gorettis lived 
downstairs on the property 
while the Serenelli’s lived 
upstairs. 

When Maria was only 9 years old, her father died from 
malaria. After that, Maria had to begin taking care of the 
rest of the children in the family while her mom worked in 
the fields. She also cleaned and cooked for the Serenelli’s, 
and all the while, she did not complain. Rather, she was a 
source of encouragement and joy for her mother. She 
would told her mom that Jesus would take care of them. 
Maria was a pious child. She attended Mass often, loved 
the Lord with all her heart, and she grew in many virtues. 
She was also very beautiful. 
Alessandro Serenelli noticed her beauty and began to 
have impure thoughts of her. He spoke to her cruelly and 
often would make sexual advances on her. Maria would 
always rebuke his advances and say, “No, never, that is a 
sin! God forbids that and we would go to hell!” 
This harassment continued for months and Maria tried to 
avoid Alessandro. 
On July 5, 1902, Alessandro approached Maria one more 
time and told her that if she didn’t allow him to have sex 
with her that he would kill her. She again refused. She 
said she would rather die than allow him to do what he 
wanted to do to her. 
In a rage, Alessandro stabbed Maria fourteen times with a 
file, which was used to sharpen farm tools. The file passed 
through Maria’s small body from the front all the way 
through to the back. Maria was only 11 at the time. 
She was found and taken to the hospital where she had 
surgery, but she was not going to survive. She died 
the next day, but not first without forgiving her attacker. 
Her last words were, “I forgive Alessandro Serenelli … and 
I want him with me in heaven forever.” 
St. Maria Goretti’s feast day is July 6th. 
Patronage 
Among mercy, forgiveness and love, St. Maria Goretti is 
also known for her intercession for purity and chastity. 
And, she is known as a patron of the youth and of rape 
victims. 

SAINTS CORNER 

 

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN DEADLINE EXTENDED 
Bring your baby bottles filled with change or checks to 
Mass on July 10/July 11. 
*Make checks payable to A Choice to Make* 
Planning to be out of town during the collection weekend? 
Just drop your baby bottle off with Mrs. Donna in the parish 
office during parish office hours by July 11. 
*ONLINE GIVING OPTION AVAILABLE-VISIT: 
https://www.achoicetomake.org/give/ 
(Under the “Extra Information” section, enter “St. Mary’s Baby 
Bottle Drive”.) 
Your donations assist with...baby items, maternity items, 
post-abortion counseling, ultrasounds, parenting classes, preg-
nancy 
counseling, adoption information/resources, and so much 
more. 
Want to learn more, volunteer, or set up a tour? Visit: 
https://www.achoicetomake.org/ 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A ROSARY FOR LIFE 10:15AM, 
SUNDAY JULY 11TH  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Registration forms for the upcoming Religious Edu-
cation year 2021-2022 are available in the office and 
online at the St. Mary’s website.  It is important 
your child’s registration form be returned as soon as 
possible so that we have sufficient materials for 
each age group.  The new Religious Education year 
will begin August 15th.     

SAINT MARIA GORETTI                                               

“THE LITTLE SAINT OF GREAT MERCY 



COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  FOR THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 

THE FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 2:2-5 
     All three of today’s readings focus on the challenges of being a prophet in the world. This first reading also high-
lights one of the primary roles of a biblical prophet. Unlike our modern stereotypes of wide-eyed fortune-tellers in the 
desert, the biblical prophet was deemed to be a spokesperson for God who called God’s people to return to the cove-
nant and advocated justice for the poor and marginalized.  
     Our lectionary reading is an excerpt from a much longer call narrative of the prophet Ezekiel (1-28b—3:11). It is pre-
ceded by an elaborate vision of God’s throne and the one seated on the throne full of fire and light. When Ezekiel wit-
nesses this amazing sight, we are told, he fell on his face. Ancients believed that one could not see the face of God and 
live. This is when he heard the heavenly voice, which addressed him as “son of man.” While our thoughts might go to 
the Gospels’ multifaceted descriptions of Jesus the Son of Man, in Ezekiel it is God’s way of addressing the prophet as 
a human representing the human community: Ezekiel is a creature and not God. The words he speaks are God’s word, 
not   his, and the judgement he announces is God’s judgement.  
     Thus, we hear how Ezekiel  is called to deliver the message of condemnation against his fellow Israelites for refusing 
to abide by God’s covenant. Notice the intensity of the language used against this rebellious people. God is definitely 
not pleased! Yet, even in this most appalling situation, the heavenly voice sends the prophet to the people with an in-
vitation to repentance. But Ezekiel will suffer much for the sake of his calling, in what follows this lectionary reading, 
the heavenly voice tells him that his task will be like sitting among scorpions (Ezekiel 2:6) and that the word has been 
given to speak, symbolized by a scroll, will make him sick to his stomach.         

     THE SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 12:7-10 
     In today’s second reading, Paul asserts his credentials to be called an apostle who is in no way inferior to those so-
called “superapostles” (2 Corinthians 11:5 and 12:11) who have come to preach a different message than the one Paul 
first preached. Clearly, all is not well in the Christian community in Corinth, and Paul is not shy about saying so! Per-
haps in a mocking tone, he goes on to boast of the many sufferings he endured for the sake of preaching the message 
of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 11:21b-33). He goes on to boast —foolishly he says—of the visions and revelations he has 
experienced. It is in this context that Paul talks about “a thorn in the flesh” (*2 Corinthians 12:7), which has traditional-
ly been interpreted to be a physical disability or a psychological disorder. However, it could also refer to his opponents 
who are like a thorn in his side because of their persistent attacks. Paul describes it as coming from Satan., Yes, his 
sufferings are great, but notice how Paul makes sense of this never-ending suffering for the sake of God’s work. In his 
weakness, Paul says, the power of Christ is able to dwell in him. Such is the mystery of the cross.  

THE GOSPEL: MARK 6:1-6 
     Today’s Gospel reading from Mark tells of Jesus’ rejection at the hands of his own people. In the chronology of the 
Gospel, Jesus has already called disciples, taught with authority and preformed many miracles. Faith or trust in God is 
an important theme of the Gospel thus far. However, the Jewish religious authorities have already joined with the He-
rodians in a plot to get rid of Jesus (Mark 3:1-6). In this emerging tension between the people’s perception of Jesus as 
teacher and miracle worker and the religious authorities’ view of him as a threat to their power, we are told that Jesus 
returned to his patris, His native place or native land, presumably Nazareth. 
     This story is dripping with irony, but of course irony only works when the reader recognizes it. The witness to Jesus’ 
teaching in the synagogue ask where he got his knowledge and power, meaning, who was his teacher. What they do 
not understand is that God is his teacher and the source of power. If you read carefully, you can almost imagine 
Mark’s believing community snickering at the ignorance of the characters in the story. The Greek word used to de-
scribe the crowd’s amazement is ekplesso, essentially a positive expression of astonishment. But the mood quickly 
turns dark when the crowd starts to belittle Jesus, calling him a carpenter and son of a woman. Again, Mark’s readers 
know the truth of Jesus’ identity. But not understanding, the crowd took offense at him. The Greek word is scandalize. 
Meaning, “to put out a stumbling block.” You can hear our English word “to scandalize” here in response, Jesus recites 
a proverb that we still hear today. Further, we are told that Jesus could do no miracles there, not because his power 
was diminished, but because of the crowd’s lack of faith.  




