
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JULY 25, 2021 

Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:42-44/Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 
16]/Eph 4:1-6/Jn 6:1-15 
Monday: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 
[1a]/Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Ps 103:6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 
12-13 [8a]/Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Ex 34:29-35/Ps 99:5, 6, 7, 9 [cf. 9c]/Mt 
13:44-46 
Thursday: Ex 40:16-21, 34-38/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a, 11 
[2]/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Friday: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Ps 81:3-4, 5-6, 10
-11ab [2a]/Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8 [4]/Mt 14:1-12 
Next Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15/Ps 78:3-4, 23-24, 25, 54 
[24b]/Eph 4:17, 20-24/Jn 6:24-3 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

SAINTS CORNER 

 

Registration forms for the upcoming Religious Edu-
cation year 2021-2022 are available in the office and 
online at the St. Mary’s website 
www.stmaryhartsville.org .  It is important your 
child’s registration form be returned this week so 
that we have sufficient materials for each age 
group. As of this bulletin we only have 14 registra-
tions,  The new Religious Education year will begin 
August 15th.     

PLEASE NOTE 
Classes will begin and 9:30am and be dis-

missed from the Social Hall at 10:45am 

The heroism and holiness of Sts. Joachim and Anne is in-
ferred from the whole family atmosphere around Mary in 
the Scriptures. Whether we rely on the legends about 
Mary’s childhood or make guesses from the information 
in the Bible, we see in her a fulfillment of many genera-
tions of prayerful persons, herself steeped in the religious 
traditions of her people. 

The strong character of Mary in making decisions, her 
continuous practice of prayer, her devotion to the laws of 
her faith, her steadiness at moments of crisis, and her 
devotion to her relatives—all indicate a close-knit, loving 
family that looked forward to the next generation even 
while retaining the best of the past. 

Joachim and Anne represent that entire quiet series of 
generations who faithfully perform their duties, practice 
their faith, and establish an atmosphere for the coming of 
the Messiah, but remain obscure. 

Reflection   

This is the “feast of grandparents.” It reminds grandpar-
ents of their responsibility to establish a tone for genera-
tions to come: They must make the traditions live and 
offer them as a promise to little children. But the feast 
has a message for the younger generation as well. It re-
minds the young that older people’s greater perspective, 
depth of experience, and appreciation of life’s profound 
rhythms are all part of a wisdom not to be taken lightly or 
ignored. 

Saints Joachim and Anne are the Patron Saints of: 

Grandparents 

Saint Anne is the Patron Saint of: 

Mothers 

Women in Labor 

 

 

ST. ANNE AND ST. JOACHIM                                        

PARENTS OF THE BLESSED MOTHER                            

GRANDPARENTS OF JESUS 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  FOR THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
THE FIRST READING: 2 KINGS 4:42-44 

     Today’s first reading is part of a collection of stories about Elisha, a prophet of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in the 
ninth century BC (2 Kings 2—8). This story opens with a man coming to Elisha, who was known to be a miracle worker, 
with a generous gift of twenty loafs of bread made from fresh barley, the first fruits of the harvest. Barley bread was a 
flat bread, the food of the poor. Based on the biblical story, Elisha was located at Gilgal at the time. We do not know 
the historical location of ancient Gilgal—the term means “circle of stones” so it could have been anywhere—nor do we 
know the location of Baal-shalishah. However near or far apart, the detail about this man coming to Gilgal to deliver 
this gift of bread suggests that Elisha was highly regarded by the people. Notice, then, the hostile reaction of Elisha’s 
servant when Elisha commands him to distribute the bread to the people gathered. But, of course, at the end of the 
story everyone has enough to eat with plenty of leftovers. Sound familiar?   

  
     THE SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 4:1-6 

      As you reflect on today’s second reading, you will likely find it hard to make a thematic connection to the first read-
ing or the Gospel. This is not an error in the design of the lectionary. Rather, the Sunday’s of Ordinary Time are used to 
introduce New Testament readings that might not be as familiar to the average Catholic. In this case, the Letter to the 
Ephesians is assigned to the Fifteenth through the Twenty First Sundays of Ordinary Time during Year B. The goal is for 
all of us to hear as much of the Word of God as possible in our three year lectionary cycle.  
     The theme of this reading is unity in the body of Christ. The author of the letter is invoking the voice of Paul in the 
opening sentence by exhorting his readers to live moral lives as one body in Christ, a common theme in Paul’s own 
writings. First, the Letter to the Ephesians lists the virtues that we should exercise to make Christian living a reality, 
humility, gentleness, patience and forbearance (moderation). Note that there are four. Second the letter writer de-
scribes the nature and extent of the unity we share: one body, one spirit, one Lord, one faith, one Baptism. One God 
who is over all, through  all, and in all. Consider the profound nature of this statement. This kind of community defines 
who we are as children of God. Note that there are seven descriptors. In biblical terms, four is universal, all-
encompassing number, and seven is a number of fullness or perfection.  
        

THE GOSPEL: JOHN 6:1-15 
     Hopefully, the story of Elisha’s miraculous multiplication of bread reminded you of the Gospel stories in which Jesus 
multiplies loaves and fishes to feed the crowds. The Gospel of John shares only a few stories with the other three Gos-
pels, but this story is in all four (Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 9:32-44; Luke 9:10-17). One detail that makes John’s version 
distinctive from the other is the mention of barley loaves, which ties it to today’s first reading. 
     Today’s Gospel open with a reference to location (the shore of the Sea of Galilee), the motivation of the crowd 
(they were looking for signs or miracles), and time period (near the Feast of Passover). Passover is a commemoration 
of the Israelites’ rescue from slavery, and it is celebrated with unleavened bread and other reminders of their time in 
Egypt and of promises for the future. While the mountain is unnamed, this detail may have been included to make the 
reader think of Sinai, where God made covenant with Moses and the Israelites. 
     John’s version of the story features Philip and Andrew, two of the disciples who were among the first to be called to 
follow Jesus (see John 1:35-51). Also unique to John’s version of the story is the mention that Jesus himself distributes 
the loaves. In the synoptic Gospels, the disciples are given the task of distributing the food. Before distributing the 
loaves, the narrator says that Jesus gave thanks. The Greek work is eucharisteo. It reminds us of the Jewish prayer be-
fore meals, but it also points to the Bread of Life discourse that will follow (John 6:32-59)    
     All four Gospels mention the twelve baskets of leftovers, but John describes Jesus’ command to the disciples with 
these words: “Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing will be wasted.” This vocabulary is also found in the Did-
ache, a second-century church order that includes the following Eucharistic prayer: “ We thank You, our Father, for the 
life and knowledge which You made known to us through Jesus Your Servant; to You be the glory forever. Even as this 
broken bread [fragment] was scattered over the hills, and was gathered together and became one, so let Your Church 
be gathered together from the ends of the earth into Your kingdom”  



 

 

 


