
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 22, 2021 

Sunday: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 18-19, 
20-21, 22-23 [9a]/ 
Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69 
Monday: 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 
9b [cf. 4a]/Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18 [12]/Jn 
1:45-51 
Wednesday: 1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab [1]/
Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17 
[14]/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Thes 4:1-8/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12 [12a]/
Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [9]/Mt 25:14-30 
Next Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 [1a]/Jas 
1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/ 
Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

 

Registration forms for the Religious Education year 
2021-2022 are available in the office and online at 
the St. Mary’s website www.stmaryhartsville.org .  It 
is important your child’s registration form be re-
turned as soon as possible. The last date to register 
for this school year is Sunday, August 29th. Regis-
trations received after August 29th will be consid-
ered on an individual basis as they have already 
missed 3 classes. The new Religious Education year 
began last Sunday, August 15th.     

PLEASE NOTE 
Classes will begin and 9:30am and be dis-

missed from the Social Hall at 10:45am 

PARISH HAPPENINGS 

Our Parish Ministries and Parish groups will begin 
meeting again. Please watch your bulletin for information 
about the different activities and meetings. 

WOMEN’S CIRCLE 
Ladies of St. Mary’s you are cordially invited to a meet 
and greet meeting of the Women’s Circle 

The St. Mary’s Women’s Circle will hold its first meeting 
of the year on September 1st after the 6:00PM Mass.  We 
would like to invite all the women of the parish to join us 
for a chance to meet current members, enjoy refresh-
ments and help plan events for the coming year.  We 
would love to hear new ideas and thoughts on activities 
that will make an impact on our parish.  Please plan on 
attending and get involved with this great group of wom-
en. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is ready to get back to 
work.  We will have a September meeting on Saturday, 
September 11 at 10AM in the parish hall. We are open 
to all interested in making prayer shawls or lap robes or 
baby coverlets for baptism.  

Crochet Lessons 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be offering crochet les-
sons this fall to anyone interested in learning. The 
first lesson will be on Saturday October 9, 2021. We will 
meet in the social hall at 10:00 AM. 
All supplies will  be provided. Left handed or right hand-
ed, it doesn't matter.  We have you covered.  We ask 
only that you let us know so we can be prepared.  Please 
call Linda Yarborough at 843 309-9664. 

THE HARTSVILLE SOUP KITCHEN 

St. Mary's Parish is in need of volunteers to help meet 
our obligation to the Hartsville Soup Kitchen.  We are 
committed to serving meals to those in need in our com-
munity.  The work is very fulfilling, especially when you 
hand a nutritious meal to a young person and see the 
smile on their face knowing that this might be the most 
food that they will get that day.  Please contact Richard 
Zuendt at 843-335-5310 if you are interested in partici-
pating. 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

The Book Club will resume meeting on the second Tuesday of 

the month in the church hall, beginning with September 

14.  Over the summer, we have been reading St. Au-

gustine's Confessions, which outlines this saint's conversion to 

Christianity.  This highly acclaimed book is believed to be the 

first ever autobiography and deeply influential.  Won't you join 

us? 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS                                                                                                   

21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

‘You have the message of eternal life,  
and we believe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

O God, who cause the minds of our faithful 
to unite in a single purpose, 

grant your people to love what you command 
and desire what you promise, 

that, amid the uncertainties of this world, 
our hearts may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found 

 
This Sunday, the readings invite us to consider honestly the depth of our love for the Lord. The same chal-
lenging questions once put to the Israelites by Joshua, and later to the disciples by Jesus, are being asked us 
today. 
 
The tribes of Israel are gathered at Shechem. They answer Joshua’s challenge by declaring why they intend 
to serve the Lord. (First Reading) 
 
The Second Reading is full of social codes and expectations that would have been well understood by those 
to whom they were addressed. In essence, these words are a discourse on the deep love that Christ has for 
the Church, a love so strong that it is compared to an intimate, loving relationship between husband and 
wife. 
 
The full mystery of this love has been revealed over the last few Sundays, and again today, in the conclusion 
to Jesus’ teaching on the Living Bread of Life (Gospel). For many of Jesus’ followers, this proves to challeng-
ing. Turning to the Twelve, Jesus asks if they want to leave too. But Peter speaks for them all, and perhaps 
for the whole Christian community, in saying: ‘Lord who shall we go to? You have the message of eternal 
life.’ 
 
Once again we hear the invitation in the Psalm ‘Taste and see the Lord is good.’ 
This week, we pray especially that our spiritual life may nourish us and all those around us, and that we may 
embody a loving commitment to follow the Lord at all times. 



 

 

 

SAINT BARTHOLOMEW 

In the New Testament, Bartholomew is mentioned only in the lists of the apostles. Some scholars identify 

him with Nathanael, a man of Cana in Galilee who was summoned to Jesus by Philip. Jesus paid him a great 

compliment: “Here is a true Israelite. There is no duplicity in him” (John 1:47b). When Nathanael asked how 

Jesus knew him, Jesus said, “I saw you under the fig tree” (John 1:48b). Whatever amazing revelation this 

involved, it brought Nathanael to exclaim, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel” (John 

1:49b). But Jesus countered with, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You 

will see greater things than this” (John 1:50b). 

Nathanael did see greater things. He was one of those to whom Jesus appeared on the shore of the Sea of 

Tiberias after his resurrection (see John 21:1-14). They had been fishing all night without success. In the 

morning, they saw someone standing on the shore though no one knew it was Jesus. He told them to cast 

their net again, and they made so great a catch that they could not haul the net in. Then John cried out to 

Peter, “It is the Lord.” 

When they brought the boat to shore, they found a fire burning, with some fish laid on it and some bread. 

Jesus asked them to bring some of the fish they had caught, and invited them to come and eat their meal. 

John relates that although they knew it was Jesus, none of the apostles presumed to inquire who he was. 

This, John notes, was the third time Jesus appeared to the apostles. 

Reflection 

Bartholomew or Nathanael? We are confronted again with the fact that we know almost nothing about 

most of the apostles. Yet the unknown ones were also foundation stones, the 12 pillars of the new Israel 

whose 12 tribes now encompass the whole earth. Their personalities were secondary—without thereby be-

ing demeaned—to their great office of bearing tradition from their firsthand experience, speaking in the 

name of Jesus, putting the Word Made Flesh into human words for the enlightenment of the world. Their 

holiness was not an introverted contemplation of their status before God. It was a gift that they had to share 

with others. The Good News was that all are called to the holiness of being Christ’s members, by the gra-

cious gift of God. 

The simple fact is that humanity is totally meaningless unless God is its total concern. Then humanity, made 

holy with God’s own holiness, becomes the most precious creation of God. 


