
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 29, 2021 

Sunday: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5 [1a]/Jas 1:17-18, 
21b-22, 27/ 
Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18/Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13 
[13b]/Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [13]/Lk 
4:31-37 
Wednesday: Col 1:1-8/Ps 52:10, 11 [10]/Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday: Col 1:9-14/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 [2]/Lk 5:1-
11 
Friday: Col 1:15-20/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2b]/Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday: Col 1:21-23/Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8 [6]/Lk 6:1-5 
Next Sunday: Is 35:4-7a/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/Jas 2:1-
5/Mk 7:31-3 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

 

Registration forms for the Religious Educa-
tion year 2021-2022 are available in the 
office and online at the St. Mary’s website 
www.stmaryhartsville.org .  It is important 
your child’s registration form be returned as 
soon as possible. The last date to register for 
this school year is Sunday, August 29th. Reg-
istrations received after August 29th will be 
considered on an individual basis as they 
have already missed 3 classes. The new Reli-
gious Education year began Sunday, August 
15th.     

PLEASE NOTE 
Classes will begin and 9:30am and be dis-
missed from the Social Hall at 10:45am 

PARISH HAPPENINGS 

Our Parish Ministries and Parish groups will begin 
meeting again. Please watch your bulletin for information 
about the different activities and meetings. 

WOMEN’S CIRCLE 
Ladies of St. Mary’s you are cordially invited to a meet 
and greet meeting of the Women’s Circle 

The St. Mary’s Women’s Circle will hold its first meeting 
of the year on September 1st after the 6:00PM Mass.  
We would like to invite all the women of the parish to 
join us for a chance to meet current members, enjoy re-
freshments and help plan events for the coming year.  
We would love to hear new ideas and thoughts on activi-
ties that will make an impact on our parish.  Please plan 
on attending and get involved with this great group of 
women. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is ready to get back to 
work.  We will have a September meeting on Saturday, 
September 11 at 10AM in the parish hall. We are open 
to all interested in making prayer shawls or lap robes or 
baby coverlets for baptism.  

Crochet Lessons 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be offering crochet les-
sons this fall to anyone interested in learning. The 
first lesson will be on Saturday October 9, 2021. We will 
meet in the social hall at 10:00 AM. 
All supplies will  be provided. Left handed or right hand-
ed, it doesn't matter.  We have you covered.  We ask 
only that you let us know so we can be prepared.  Please 
call Linda Yarborough at 843 309-9664. 

THE HARTSVILLE SOUP KITCHEN 

St. Mary's Parish is in need of volunteers to help meet 
our obligation to the Hartsville Soup Kitchen.  We are 
committed to serving meals to those in need in our com-
munity.  The work is very fulfilling, especially when you 
hand a nutritious meal to a young person and see the 
smile on their face knowing that this might be the most 
food that they will get that day.  Please contact Richard 
Zuendt at 843-335-5310 if you are interested in partici-
pating. 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

The Book Club will resume meeting on the second Tuesday of 

the month in the church hall, beginning with September 

14.  Over the summer, we have been reading St. Au-

gustine's Confessions, which outlines this saint's conversion to 

Christianity.  This highly acclaimed book is believed to be the 

first ever autobiography and deeply influential.  Won't you join 

us? 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE 22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You must do what the Word tells you 
God of might, giver of every good gift, 

put into our hearts the love of your name, 
so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 

you may nurture in us what is good 
and, by your watchful care, 

keep safe what you have nurtured. 
  
After several weeks of reading St John’s Gospel, we return once more to hearing St Mark. The focus 
this week is on the Law, and the tensions that can exist between the Commandments of God as ful-
filled in Jesus and human traditions. 
 
In today’s First Reading, we learn, that the Law was a gift from God to help us show wisdom and un-
derstanding, leading to our own happiness. 
 
The Psalm describes the person who will live in the presence of God. 
 
The Second Reading  tells us, as God’s children we must accept and submit to his word, not just in 
what we say, but also in what we do. 
 
In today’s Gospel, however, if the Law becomes a God in itself and leads the follower to be obsessed 
with its human interpretations, then the focus is no longer on the Lord at the center of our life, and 
a change of heart is needed. 
 
This week, then, we might want to pray particularly for a greater balance in our lives between the 
Lord and his Word and a legalistic approach to life and its man-made institutions. 
God of might, giver of every good gift, put in my heart the love of your name.  



 

 

 

SAINT GREGORY THE GREAT 

Gregory was the prefect of Rome before he was 30. After five years in office he resigned, founded six monas-
teries on his Sicilian estate, and became a Benedictine monk in his own home at Rome. 

Ordained a priest, Gregory became one of the pope's seven deacons, and also served six years in the East as 
papal representative in Constantinople. He was recalled to become abbot, but at the age of 50 was elected 
pope by the clergy and people of Rome. 

Gregory was direct and firm. He removed unworthy priests from office, forbade taking money for many ser-
vices, emptied the papal treasury to ransom prisoners of the Lombards and to care for persecuted Jews and 
the victims of plague and famine. He was very concerned about the conversion of England, sending 40 monks 
from his own monastery. He is known for his reform of the liturgy, and for strengthening respect for doctrine. 
Whether he was largely responsible for the revision of “Gregorian” chant is disputed. 

Gregory lived in a time of perpetual strife with invading Lombards and difficult relations with the East. When 
Rome itself was under attack, he interviewed the Lombard king. 

His book, Pastoral Care, on the duties and qualities of a bishop, was read for centuries after his death. He de-
scribed bishops mainly as physicians whose main duties were preaching and the enforcement of discipline. In 
his own down-to-earth preaching, Gregory was skilled at applying the daily Gospel to the needs of his listen-
ers. Called “the Great,” Gregory has been given a place with Augustine, Ambrose, and Jerome, as one of the 
four key doctors of the Western Church. 

An Anglican historian has written: “It is impossible to conceive what would have been the confusion, the law-
lessness, the chaotic state of the Middle Ages without the medieval papacy; and of the medieval papacy, the 
real father is Gregory the Great.” 

Reflection 

Gregory was content to be a monk, but he willingly served the Church in other ways when asked. He sacri-
ficed his own preferences in many ways, especially when he was called to be Bishop of Rome. Once he was 
called to public service, Gregory gave his considerable energies completely to this work. Gregory's descrip-
tion of bishops as physicians fits in well with Pope Francis' description of the Church as a "field hospital." 

Saint Gregory the Great is the Patron Saint of: 

England 
Epilepsy 

Musicians 
Teachers 


