
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 
Sunday: Is 50:5-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [9]/Jas 2:14-
18/Mk 8:27-35 
Monday: 1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17 [1Cor 
11:26b]/Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 
7b]/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17 
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/Jn 
19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10 [2]/Lk 7:36-50 
Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 8:1
-3 
Saturday: 1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2]/Lk 8:4-15 
Next Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/Jas 
3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS 

Crochet Lessons 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be offering crochet les-
sons this fall to anyone interested in learning. The 
first lesson will be on Saturday October 9, 2021. We will 
meet in the social hall at 10:00 AM. 
All supplies will  be provided. Left handed or right hand-
ed, it doesn't matter.  We have you covered.  We ask 
only that you let us know so we can be prepared.  Please 
call Linda Yarborough at 843 309-9664. 

THE HARTSVILLE SOUP KITCHEN 

St. Mary's Parish is in need of volunteers to help meet 
our obligation to the Hartsville Soup Kitchen.  We are 
committed to serving meals to those in need in our com-
munity.  The work is very fulfilling, especially when you 
hand a nutritious meal to a young person and see the 
smile on their face knowing that this might be the most 
food that they will get that day.  Please contact Richard 
Zuendt at 843-335-5310 if you are interested in partici-
pating. 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

The Book Club will resume meeting on the second Tuesday of 

the month in the church hall, beginning with September 

14.  Over the summer, we have been reading St. Au-

gustine's Confessions, which outlines this saint's conversion to 

Christianity.  This highly acclaimed book is believed to be the 

first ever autobiography and deeply influential.  Won't you join 

us? 

SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

The ambiguity and intrigue surrounding 
John, the great preacher (his name means 
“golden-mouthed”) from Antioch, are 
characteristic of the life of any great man 
in a capital city. Brought to Constantino-
ple after a dozen years of priestly service 
in Syria, John found himself the reluctant 
victim of an imperial ruse to make him 

bishop in the greatest city of the empire. Ascetic, unimposing 
but dignified, and troubled by stomach ailments from his de-
sert days as a monk, John became a bishop under the cloud of 
imperial politics. 

If his body was weak, his tongue was powerful. The content of 
his sermons, his exegesis of Scripture, were never without a 
point. Sometimes the point stung the high and mighty. Some 
sermons lasted up to two hours. 

His lifestyle at the imperial court was not appreciated by many 
courtiers. He offered a modest table to episcopal sycophants 
hanging around for imperial and ecclesiastical favors. John 
deplored the court protocol that accorded him precedence 
before the highest state officials. He would not be a kept man. 

His zeal led him to decisive action. Bishops who bribed their 
way into office were deposed. Many of his sermons called for 
concrete steps to share wealth with the poor. The rich did not 
appreciate hearing from John that private property existed 
because of Adam’s fall from grace any more than married men 
liked to hear that they were bound to marital fidelity just as 
much as their wives were. When it came to justice and charity, 
John acknowledged no double standards. 

Aloof, energetic, outspoken, especially when he became excit-
ed in the pulpit, John was a sure target for criticism and per-
sonal trouble. He was accused of gorging himself secretly on 
rich wines and fine foods. His faithfulness as spiritual director 
to the rich widow, Olympia, provoked much gossip attempting 
to prove him a hypocrite where wealth and chastity were con-
cerned. His actions taken against unworthy bishops in Asia 
Minor were viewed by other ecclesiastics as a greedy, unca-
nonical extension of his authority. 

Theophilus, archbishop of Alexandria, and Empress Eudoxia 
were determined to discredit John. Theophilus feared the 
growth in importance of the Bishop of Constantinople and 
took occasion to charge John with fostering heresy. Theophilus 
and other angered bishops were supported by Eudoxia. The 
empress resented his sermons contrasting gospel values with 
the excesses of imperial court life. Whether intended or not, 
sermons mentioning the lurid Jezebel and impious Herodias 
were associated with the empress, who finally did manage to 
have John exiled. He died in exile in 407. 

REFLECTION 
John Chrysostom’s preaching, by word and example, exempli-
fies the role of the prophet to comfort the afflicted and to 
afflict the comfortable. For his honesty and courage, he paid 
the price of a turbulent ministry as bishop, personal vilifica-
tion, and exile. 

St. Joseph 

Pray for us 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE 24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                             

 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 50:5-9A 

Commentary: 
This passage from Isaiah should immediately bring to mind the crucifixion of Jesus. Although written hundreds of years 

before Jesus died on the cross, the Prophet Isaiah speaks here from the perspective of a suffering servant. The ulti-
mate suffering servant is Jesus and so we can imagine these words on the lips of Jesus Himself. Jesus was faithful to 

the end. He was beaten and mocked, experiencing exactly what is described in the passage from Isaiah. Still, He trust-
ed that God would be His help. Jesus set his “face like flint,” as the gospels tell us and was determined to carry out His 
mission of dying on the cross for our sins. He was beaten, his beard was plucked out, He was spit on, mocked, and ulti-

mately crucified. Why? Because He loves you! Jesus died to save us from our sins. He suffered so that we can have 
new life in Him. He now invites us to follow Him, responding to His invitation that we will hear in today’s gospel to 

“take up his cross.” Jesus gave everything for you. Are you willing to give everything to live for Him? 
 

SECOND READING: JAMES 2:14-18 
Commentary: 

We have heard from the practical wisdom of the book of James for a few weeks now. Today, in chapter two of James, 
we hear from the famous passage about “faith and works.” James here exhorts us to put our faith into action. In fact, 
he goes as far as saying that faith without works is dead. We all must ask the question, then, is my faith alive or dead? 

Am I merely giving lip-service to my faith but not following it up with my actions? Am I “talking the talk” but not 
“walking the walk”? This is easier said than done. It’s one thing to call ourselves Catholics, it’s another to live according 
to the teachings of our faith. But, with the grace of God, this is something that is possible for all of us. We don’t have 
to be a priest or a nun or work for the Church to have an active faith. We can demonstrate our faith by our works in 

our everyday tasks. James gives one example of how it is no good to simply tell someone in need to “Go in peace, keep 
warm, and eat well.” It is not enough simply to wish someone well. Rather, we need to take action to provide for their 
needs. There are countless other examples that could be used. The challenge is to look for opportunities to put faith 

into action, and take them when they come. Ask God today to help you put your faith into action. 
 

GOSPEL READING: MARK 8:27-35 
Commentary: 

Today’s gospel reading comes from a pivotal point in the Gospel of Mark. Up until this point, we have seen Jesus per-
form many miracles and heard Him teach many things. All along, the people have been amazed and sometimes scan-
dalized by what Jesus was doing. But the question remained, who is He? In today’s reading, Jesus confronted His fol-
lowers about this very question. He first asked them what people thought of Him. Their response indicates that the 

popular opinion about Jesus was that He was a prophet, but nothing more. This is not too different from the popular 
opinion about Jesus today. Most people in our society think that Jesus was a good man who taught many good things 
and is a good example to follow. But they would not go beyond that. Jesus, to most people, is just another religious 

figure who we can learn from, in a line of many other good people throughout history. But Jesus’ identity is not deter-
mined by popular opinion. And Jesus did not leave it at that with His followers. He then asked, “But who do you say 

that I am?” He is also asking each of us this question. It is, in fact, the most important question. The identity of Jesus is 
the hinge on which our lives pivot. Will you open the door of faith and acknowledge Jesus as Lord? Or will you close 
the door and choose to live contrary to His plan for you? If Jesus is merely another good man with some good moral 
and religious teachings, then to reject Him and His teachings doesn’t really matter. But if Jesus is who He said He is—
that is, if He is God in the flesh—then to reject Him is to reject God, who created and sustains us. Jesus invites us to 

believe in Him and then put that faith into action. To follow Jesus does not mean our lives will be easy or comfortable, 
for Jesus said, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” But the way of 
the cross, of following Jesus as the Messiah and Lord of our lives, is truly the most fulfilling way to live. And, best of all, 

it leads us to salvation and eternal life. 
 

TAKING IT HOME: 
How would you respond to the question, “Who do you say that I am?” if Jesus asked you that today? How does that 

response affect the way you live your life? 



 

 

 

The month of September is dedicated to the Seven Sorrows of Mary. This devotion dates back to the 12th 
century, when it made its appearance in monastic circles under the influence of St. Anselm and St. Bernard. 

The feast day is celebrated on September 15, the day following the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross.  The title, Our Lady of Sorrows, given to our Blessed Mother focuses on her intense suffering and grief 

during the passion and death of our Lord. 

Traditionally, this suffering was not limited to the passion and death event; but it comprised the seven sor-
rows (dolors) of Mary, which were foretold by the Priest, Simeon, who proclaimed to Mary: “This child [Jesus] 
is destined to be the downfall and the rise of many in Israel, a sign that will be opposed and you yourself shall 

be pierced with a sword so that the thoughts of many hearts may be laid bare.” 

Luke 2:34-35 

This Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows grew in popularity in the 12th century, although under various titles. By the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the feast and devotion were widespread throughout the Church. The 

feast was inserted into the Roman calendar in 1814 when Pope Pius X fixed the permanent date of Septem-
ber 15 for the Feast of the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary (now simply called the Feast of Our Lady 

of Sorrows). 

We honor our Blessed Mother, our Lady of Sorrows, as the faithful disciple and exemplar of faith. Looking to 
the example of Mary, may we too unite our sufferings to our Lord, facing them with courage, love, and trust. 

Mary knows our sorrows and our pains, because she too suffered, from Bethlehem to Calvary. Mary is our 
Spiritual Mother, and the Mother always understands her children and consoles them in their troubles. 

Mary is sometimes depicted with her heart exposed and with seven swords piercing it. Each new suffering 
was received with courage, love, and trust that echoed her fiat, let it be done unto me according to Thy 

word, first uttered at the Annunciation. 

September 15th 

The feast of  

OUR LADY OF SORROWS 


