
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 

Sunday: Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8 [6b]/Jas 3:16—
4:3/Mk 9:30-37 
Monday: Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Lk 
8:16-18 
Tuesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Mt 9:9-13 
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8 [1b]/Lk 
9:1-6 
Thursday: Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 
4a]/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday: Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4 [5]/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13 [cf. 
10d]/Lk 9:43b-45 
Next Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 [9a]/
Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS 

Crochet Lessons 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be offering crochet les-
sons this fall to anyone interested in learning. The 
first lesson will be on Saturday October 9, 2021. We will 
meet in the social hall at 10:00 AM. 
All supplies will  be provided. Left handed or right hand-
ed, it doesn't matter.  We have you covered.  We ask 
only that you let us know so we can be prepared.  Please 
call Linda Yarborough at 843 309-9664. 

THE HARTSVILLE SOUP KITCHEN 

St. Mary's Parish is in need of volunteers to help meet 
our obligation to the Hartsville Soup Kitchen.  We are 
committed to serving meals to those in need in our com-
munity.  The work is very fulfilling, especially when you 
hand a nutritious meal to a young person and see the 
smile on their face knowing that this might be the most 
food that they will get that day.  Please contact Richard 
Zuendt at 843-335-5310 if you are interested in partici-
pating. 

Question: 

Do we need to fast for one hour before Mass, or one 

hour before Communion? 

Answer: 

The practice of fasting before receiving the Eucharist 

is a centuries-old act of devotion that was once very 

different than it is today. In the 1917 Code of Canon 

Law, for example, anyone who wanted to receive the 

Eucharist had to fast from midnight until the time of 

Communion (even water and medications were for-

bidden). Over the following decades, the rules for the 

Eucharistic fast were relaxed, first by Pope Pius XII 

and, later, by Pope Saint Paul VI. 

The current Code of Canon Law (1983) states very 

clearly: “A person who is to receive the Most Holy Eu-

charist is to abstain for at least one hour before holy 

communion from any food and drink, except for only 

water and medicine” (Canon 919, §1). And, in the case 

of those who are ill and the elderly, the rules are even 

more accommodating, “The elderly, the infirm, and 

those who care for them can receive the Most Holy 

Eucharist even if they have eaten something within 

the preceding hour” (Canon 919, §3). 

So, if we strictly follow the “letter of the law,” the fast 

is calculated from the time of Holy Communion and 

not the start of Mass. However, when we remember 

why we fast — it is a reminder of the deeper hungers 

of the spirit that our physical thirst or hunger symbol-

ize — we see that the issue is much bigger than simply 

fulfilling what is called for by Church Law and tradi-

tion. Joining fasting to our prayers and reflection be-

fore Mass is an opportunity to really center ourselves 

and to prepare our minds, hearts, and bodies to wel-

come the One we receive in the Eucharist. 
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COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE 25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                             

‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name, welcomes me’ 
O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 

 
upon love of you and of our neighbor, 

 
grant that, by keeping your precepts, 

 
we may merit to attain eternal life. 

 
Our readings this Sunday speak about wisdom, but from different perspectives. 

 
We can see the First Reading as a prophecy of the Lord’s Passion, where the 

‘godless’ regard with contempt those who listen to and follow God’s voice, con-
demning them to cruel death. 

 
The Psalm also speaks of those who have no regard for God. Seeking God’s pro-

tection from surrounding threats, the psalmist prays with certainty: 
 

‘I have God for my help. The Lord upholds my life.’ 
 

The Second Reading points out that jealousy and ambition cause division and ri-
valry, in contrast to the wisdom that comes from above. Such wisdom, which de-

sires humility and not glory, brings us to peace with ourselves and can be attained 
through prayer. It is ‘essentially something pure … is kindly and considerate; it is 

full of compassion and shows itself by doing good.’ 
 

Jesus predicts his own death and resurrection to the disciples, who fail to under-
stand what this means (Gospel). They have been arguing which of them is the 

greatest, but Jesus teaches them that true greatness lies in being the servant or 
slave of all, especially the weak and the helpless, symbolized by the child he em-
braces and places in their midst. By welcoming and serving the ‘little children’ we 

are welcoming God. 
 

Let’s ask this week for the wisdom to see Christ in all the ‘little children’ we en-
counter, and pray for a spirit of humility and peace. 

 



 

 

 

SAINT PIO OF PIETRELCINA’S  

In one of the largest such ceremonies in history, Pope John Paul II canonized Padre Pio of Pietrelcina on June 16, 2002. It was the 
45th canonization ceremony in Pope John Paul’s pontificate. More than 300,000 people braved blistering heat as they filled St. Pe-
ter’s Square and nearby streets. They heard the Holy Father praise the new saint for his prayer and charity. “This is the most con-
crete synthesis of Padre Pio’s teaching,” said the pope. He also stressed Padre Pio’s witness to the power of suffering. If accepted 
with love, the Holy Father stressed, such suffering can lead to “a privileged path of sanctity.” 

Many people have turned to the Italian Capuchin Franciscan to intercede with God on their behalf; among them was the future 
Pope John Paul II. In 1962, when he was still an archbishop in Poland, he wrote to Padre Pio and asked him to pray for a Polish 
woman with throat cancer. Within two weeks, she had been cured of her life-threatening disease. 

Born Francesco Forgione, Padre Pio grew up in a family of farmers in southern Italy. Twice his father worked in Jamaica, New York, 
to provide the family income. 

At the age of 15, Francesco joined the Capuchins and took the name of Pio. He was ordained in 1910 and was drafted during World 
War I. After he was discovered to have tuberculosis, he was discharged. In 1917, he was assigned to the friary in San Giovanni Ro-
tondo, 75 miles from the city of Bari on the Adriatic. 

On September 20, 1918, as he was making his thanksgiving after Mass, Padre Pio had a vision of Jesus. When the vision ended, he 
had the stigmata in his hands, feet, and side. 

Life became more complicated after that. Medical doctors, Church authorities, and curiosity seekers came to see Padre Pio. In 
1924, and again in 1931, the authenticity of the stigmata was questioned; Padre Pio was not permitted to celebrate Mass publicly 
or to hear confessions. He did not complain of these decisions, which were soon reversed. However, he wrote no letters after 1924. 
His only other writing, a pamphlet on the agony of Jesus, was done before 1924. 

Padre Pio rarely left the friary after he received the stigmata, but busloads of people soon began coming to see him. Each morning 
after a 5 a.m. Mass in a crowded church, he heard confessions until noon. He took a mid-morning break to bless the sick and all 
who came to see him. Every afternoon he also heard confessions. In time his confessional ministry would take 10 hours a day; peni-
tents had to take a number so that the situation could be handled. Many of them have said that Padre Pio knew details of their 
lives that they had never mentioned. 

Padre Pio saw Jesus in all the sick and suffering. At his urging, a fine hospital was built on nearby Mount Gargano. The idea arose in 
1940; a committee began to collect money. Ground was broken in 1946. Building the hospital was a technical wonder because of 
the difficulty of getting water there and of hauling up the building supplies. This “House for the Alleviation of Suffering” has 350 
beds. 

A number of people have reported cures they believe were received through the intercession of Padre Pio. Those who assisted at 
his Masses came away edified; several curiosity seekers were deeply moved. Like Saint Francis, Padre Pio sometimes had his habit 
torn or cut by souvenir hunters. 

One of Padre Pio’s sufferings was that unscrupulous people several times circulated prophecies that they claimed originated from 
him. He never made prophecies about world events and never gave an opinion on matters that he felt belonged to Church authori-
ties to decide. He died on September 23, 1968, and was beatified in 1999. 

REFLECTION 

Referring to that day's Gospel (Matthew 11:25-30) at Padre Pio’s canonization Mass in 2002, Saint John Paul II said: “The Gospel 
image of ‘yoke’ evokes the many trials that the humble Capuchin of San Giovanni Rotondo endured. Today we contemplate in him 
how sweet is the ‘yoke’ of Christ and indeed how light the burdens are whenever someone carries these with faithful love. The life 
and mission of Padre Pio testify that difficulties and sorrows, if accepted with love, transform themselves into a privileged journey 
of holiness, which opens the person toward a greater good, known only to the Lord. 


