
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 

Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 [9a]/Jas 5:1-
6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
Monday: Zec 8:1-8/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 
[17]/Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday: Zec 8:20-23/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Zec 8:23]/Lk 
9:51-56 
Wednesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-
2ab, 2cde-3, 4-5 [1]/Jn 1:47-51 
Thursday: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11[9ab]/
Lk 10:1-12 
Friday: Bar 1:15-22/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29/Ps 69:33-35, 36-37 [34]/Mt 
18:1-5, 10 
Next Sunday: Gn 2:18-24/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [cf. 5]/Heb 
2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS 

Crochet Lessons 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be offering crochet lessons 
this fall to anyone interested in learning. The first lesson 
will be on Saturday October 9, 2021. We will meet in the 
social hall at 10:00 AM. 
All supplies will  be provided. Left handed or right handed, 
it doesn't matter.  We have you covered.  We ask only that 
you let us know so we can be prepared.  Please call Linda 
Yarborough at 843 309-9664. 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

The three Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raph-
ael are the only angels named in Sacred Scripture 
and all three have important roles in the history 
of salvation. 
Saint Michael is the "Prince of the Heavenly 
Host," the leader of all the angels. His name is 
Hebrew for "Who is like God?" and was the battle 
cry of the good angels against Lucifer and his fol-
lowers when they rebelled against God. He is 
mentioned four times in the Bible, in Daniel 10 
and 12, in the letter of Jude, and in Revelation. 
Michael, whose forces cast down Lucifer and the 
evil spirits into Hell, is invoked for protection 
against Satan and all evil. Pope Leo XIII, in 1899, 
having had a prophetic vision of the evil that 
would be inflicted upon the Church and the world 
in the 20th century, instituted a prayer asking for 
Saint Michael's protection to be said at the end of 
every Mass. 
Christian tradition recognizes four offices of Saint 
Michael: (i) to fight against Satan (ii) to rescue the 
souls of the faithful from the power of the ene-
my, especially at the hour of death. (iii) to be the 
champion of God's people, (iv) to call away from 
earth and bring men's souls to judgment. 
"I am Gabriel, who stand before God." (Luke 1, 
19) 
Saint Gabriel, whose name means "God's 
strength," is mentioned four times in the Bible. 
Most significant are Gabriel's two mentions in the 
New Testament: to announce the birth of John 
the Baptist to his father Zacharias, and the at In-
carnation of the Word in the womb of Mary. 
Christian tradition suggests that it is he who ap-
peared to St. Joseph and to the shepherds, and 
also that it was he who "strengthened" Jesus dur-
ing his agony in the garden of Gethsemane. 
"I am the angel Raphael, one of the seven, who 
stand before the Lord" (Tob 12:15) 
Saint Raphael, whose name means "God has 
healed" because of his healing of Tobias' blind-
ness in the Book of Tobit.  Tobit is the only book 
in which he is mentioned. His office is generally 
accepted by tradition to be that of healing and 
acts of mercy. 
Raphael is also identified with the angel in John 
5:1-4 who descended upon the pond and be-
stowed healing powers upon it so that the first to 
enter it after it moved would be healed of what-
ever infirmity he was suffering. 

ARCHANGELS MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL  

The Jeweler's Shop  is a three-act play, written by Karol 

Wojtyla (who later became Pope John Paul II), that looks 

at three couples as their lives become intertwined with 

one another.  Love is "one of the greatest dramas of hu-

man existence," he writes.  Both the book and the movie 

adaptation can be found on Formed.com, among other 

places. We will discuss the play/movie at our next 

meeting after evening mass on Tuesday, October 12.   



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE 26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                             

  THE FIRST READING: NUMBERS 11:25-29 

When Moses complains that leading the Israelites is too much of a burden for him alone to bear (Numbers 11:14-17), 
the Lord takes some of the Spirit that is on him and bestows it on elders who then assist him by prophesying. Like all 
Biblical prophets, their main task is to persuade the people to follow the Lord and divine teachings with more integrity. 

Two Israelites, Eldad and Medad, apparently were on the list but do not attend the ceremony at the Tent of Meeting, 
the portable sanctuary that symbolizes God’s presence with the people in the wilderness. The elders who do show up 
for the rite prophesy briefly and only by the Tent. Eldad and Medad, however, keep on prophesying “in the camp” out 
among the people. This anecdote (last edited c. 400BC) seems to reflect the tensions that existed during the monarchy 
between court prophets, who were appointed by the king, and “lay” prophets whom the Lord called but who held no 
official position.  

Joshua’s concern is the unofficial status of Eldad and Medad, who were not liturgically “installed.” When he hears of 
their prophesying, he urges Moses to stop them. But Moses, who has learned that the Lord traditionally acts in untra-
ditional ways, expresses his deep desire that all the Lord’s people live as spirit-filled prophets. His wish eventually 
comes to fruition in Christian Baptism where believers receive the Spirit and are anointed “prophets,” not for a tempo-
rary mission, but for life. Not only around the “Tent” but out “in the camp.” 

THE SECOND READING: JAMES 5:1-6 

Though James seems to single out business people as an example of disciples who stray from the Lord’s ways and walk 
their own path, his target audience is all Christians whom he would persuade to examine the integrity of their witness 
to Christ. It is important to realize that James is not condemning business per se or all enterprising people. He specifies 
those entrepreneurs who work mainly to accumulate wealth and material possessions and who, in the process, abuse 
those who work for them. Even as these unjust rich enjoy their excesses, the Lord hears the cries of their workers who 
lack the necessities of life, and plans justice for them.  

James assembles a collage of images that he hopes will haunt his readers to change. He draws on the familiar experi-
ences of clothes fading and wearing out, and prized possessions breaking down or rotting away. He declares that such 
paltry residues of wealth will bear witness against those who live for them and will, in the end, devour their flesh like 
fire. This last image evokes a smoldering corpse whose emergent bones are covered with moldy rags and dusted by 
the rust of trifles and trinkets. James also envisions the practice of extravagant living as the “fattening” of the self-
indulgent (like an animal for sacrifice) for “the day of slaughter,” in other words, the final judgement. In the Lord’s 
view, when the prosperous “murdered” their righteous workers and “condemned” them to a miserable existence, 
they also condemned themselves to eternal destruction.  

THE GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

This Gospel reminds us that the Kingdom of God is catholic, or all-embracing, and larger then the Church. In God’s 
kingdom, the Spirit works uniquely, as it wills, and in an infinite variety of people. Already during Mark’s time, there 
was a tendency among some of Jesus’ followers to make God’s kingdom an exclusive club, limited to like-minded peo-
ple. Like the disciples in this Gospel, they think they can control how and where the Spirit acts—an arrogant presump-
tion which Jesus rejects. In his view, “whoever is not against us is for us.”  

Jesus’ subsequent teachings are linked by the fourfold repetition of skandalizo—a Greek verb which denotes “to cause 
or lead to sin, to cause to fall away,” or “to put a stumbling block before another.” The first two sayings concern how 
people treat Jesus’ followers, the “little ones.” Those who provide for their simplest need receive divine, not merely 
human, rewards. Those who weaken a disciple’s commitment are better off thrown into the sea with a huge stone 
hung around their neck. 

The rest of Jesus’ sayings urge disciples to root out whatever causes them to sin and remind them that Jesus offers a 
life beyond the grave. His mention of the legal penalties of limb amputation for stealing and eye removal for adultery 
emphasize both the immense appeal of the life he offers and the drastic measures that disciples should be willing to 
take to avoid losing it. The threefold mention of Gehenna, Jerusalem’s perpetually smoky and smelly garbage dump, 
metaphorically evokes the alternative destiny of those who fail to take action.  



 

 

 

CULTIVATE A RELATIONSHIP OF LOVE WITH YOUR GUARDIAN ANGEL 
The angels belong to Christ, they are his, created through him and for him, who "belong to him still more 
because he has made them messengers of his saving plan: 'Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to 
serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain salvation?'" (CCC 331). 
"Angels have been present since creation and throughout the history of salvation, announcing this salvation 
from afar or near and serving the accomplishment of the divine plan: they closed the earthly paradise; pro-
tected Lot; saved Hagar and her child; stayed Abraham's hand; communicated the law by their ministry; led 
the People of God; announced births and callings; and assisted the prophets, just to cite a few examples. Fi-
nally, the angel Gabriel announced the birth of the Precursor and that of Jesus himself" (CCC 332). 
"In the meantime, the whole life of the Church benefits from the mysterious and powerful help of an-
gels" (CCC 334). 
In the present, due to our darkened intellect and limited vision, we cannot entirely understand nor see the 
full extent of our angel guardians' help. However, we can be sure their expert, dedicated assistance has been 
given on numerous occasions. How often have they intervened, saving us from injury or death? How often 
do they come to our aid in time of terrifying peril and desperate need? 
What we do know by the light of faith, is that these glorious, powerful and unfailingly trustworthy spiritual 
friends of ours, united as we are in Christ, share a profoundly intimate bond of love with us -- one which can-
not be broken, since we this moment share in God's own supernatural life. They as spirit; we as body and 
spirit. Yet we both nevertheless stand as brethren, sustained in the love of God, living in and through and 
with Christ, whose common purpose is but one: to love and serve God. 

In our case, we often find this most honorable and fulfilling calling, one which is defined by and founded on 
true love and freedom, difficult as we struggle along as pilgrims who have not yet reached our final end. Our 
guardian angels, however, have attained the goal of the Beatific Vision and see God face-to-face. Conse-
quently, they are not plagued by weakness, fear, uncertainty and temptation, but rather are overflowing 
with the strength of God's glory. 
Charged by God to supply our aid, the guardian angels are eager to help us as our spiritual allies in the earth-
ly battle. They do not begrudgingly engage in this effort, merely as half-hearted servants, but rather pour 
themselves into it with the full force of their angelic intellect and will, directing their formidable powers to-
ward our success in attaining the everlasting life of heaven. This precious aid is as close and available as our 
relationship with our guardian angels -- all we need do is ask for it. This moment they say to us: "Do not be 
afraid!" Let us love our angels, for they most certainly love us. 

ST. PADRE PIO SPEAKS ABOUT GUARDIAN ANGELS 
“Your Guardian Angel was one of those great warriors who, together with the Angel Saint Michael, defended 
the honor of God against Satan. He is still powerful against the devil…and his charity has not diminished, nor 
will he ever fail in defending us. Develop the beautiful habit of always thinking of him; that near us is a celes-
tial spirit, who, from the cradle to the tomb, does not leave us for an instant, guides us, protects us as a 
friend, a brother; will always be a consolation to us especially in our saddest moments. Know, my child, that 
this good Angel prays for you; offers to God all the good works you accomplish; your holy and pure desires. 
In the hours when you seem to be alone and abandoned, do not complain of not having a friendly soul to 
whom you can unburden yourself and in whom you can confide your sorrows. For pity’s sake, do not forget 
this invisible companion, always present to listen to you; always ready to console you.” (St. Padre Pio)  

Angel of God 

Angel of God, my guardian 

dear, 

to whom God’s love commits 

me here, 

ever this day (or night) be at 

my side, 

to light, to guard, to rule and 

guide. 

Amen. 


