
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 31, 2021 

Sunday: Dt 6:2-6/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/Heb 7:23-28/
Mk 12:28b-34 
Monday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 6]/1 Jn 3:1
-3/Mt 5:1-12a 
Tuesday: Wis 3:1-9/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1 or 4ab]/Rom 
5:5-11 or Rom 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40a 
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10/Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9 [5a]/Lk 
14:25-33 
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12/Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13-14 [13]/Lk 
15:1-10 
Friday: Rom 15:14-21/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Lk 
16:1-8 
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11 
[1b]/Lk 16:9-15 
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 17:10-16/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/
Heb 9:24-28/Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-4 

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 

ST. JOSEPH  

 

ST. JOSEPH PRAY FOR 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our weekly bulletins on the website. 
Check the website often you never know where God will 
lead you. www.stmaryhartsville.org 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

WOMEN’S CIRCLE 

Fr. Don Calloway’s book Consecration to St. Jo-
seph: The Wonders of our spiritual Father is a 33
-day study into the life of St. Joseph and how his 
life can lead us to be more faith-filled individuals 
and family members.   
 
Danny Dorsel will lead the 33-day study which 
will meet five (5) times. 
 
Who:  Anyone interested in finding out more 
about St. Joseph 
 
When:             Monday November 8th  
             from 6:30-7:00 PM 

Wednesday November 10th 
 from 6:30-7:30 PM 

Wednesday November 17th 
 from 6:30-7:30 PM 

Wednesday December 1st  
 from 6:30-7:30 PM 

Saturday December 11th 

from 4:30-5:15 PM  
(before Mass) 

Location: The Fellowship Hall 

To find out more about this opportunity, please 

email Danny Dorsel at dannydorsel@yahoo.com 

The book Consecration to St. Joseph: The Won-

ders of our Spiritual Father can be purchased at 

Peace of Heaven Located at 120 E. Carolina Ave.  

CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH:  

SPIRITUAL STUDY GROUP 

The Women’s Circle has purchased auto decals for our 
parish.  They are located at the side entrance to our 
Church.  We hope you take one and proudly display it on 
your vehicle.  We are asking for a donation, if possible, 
to help defray the cost of the decals.   Thank you. 

The Women’s Circle of St. Mary’s  

ST MARY’S DECAL FOR YOUR CAR 

Monday, November 1st is All Saints Day, it is NOT a Holy Day 
of Obligation this year. Fr. Dan will celebrate Mass at 6:00pm 
at St. Mary’s for those who would like to attend. 

Tuesday, November 2nd is All Souls Day, this is not a holy day 
of obligation. Mass will be at 6:00pm at St. Mary’s for those 
who would like to attend. 

Life is Messy by Matthew Kelly.  Life can be unexpected and 

messy at times.  This book is about putting our lives back to-

gether, and allowing ourselves to be put back together, when 

life doesn't turn out like we expected.  We will meet and dis-

cuss after 6 pm Mass on Tuesday, November 9.    

St. Mary’s Woman’s Circle will meet Wednesday, November 

3rd after the 6:00pm Mass. We invite all the women of the 

parish to join us to discuss upcoming events. Refreshments 

will be served. Come and fellowship with us.   



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE 31th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                             

SUNDAY READINGS 
The theme of the readings for this and for the next two Sundays reflects the teachings given to us in the 

beautiful Letter to the Hebrews – about Jesus, as Priest (this Sunday), Prophet (next Sunday) and King (the 
last Sunday). These are the three theological titles of Jesus Christ according to the writer of Hebrews, and 

this is the way we should look at these readings for each of these Sundays and forever in our own personal 
lives. The First Reading is from the Book of Deuteronomy (6:2-6). In this passage, Moses is giving his people, 
the Israelites, his last instructions shortly before his death. These instructions contain a mild warning cou-
pled with the Jewish version of the First Commandment. In ancient Jewish thinking, earthly prosperity de-
pended upon obeying God out of fear. The concept of obedience out love and gratitude was unknown to 

them, thus they were not a happy people, because love and obedience must come from a heart that is free 
of fear.  

 
The Responsorial Psalm is (18:2-4, 47, 51). This Psalm, which was written hundreds of years after the time of 

Moses, picks up the idea of love and gratitude and gives glory to God for His many blessings. All of the 
psalms are reflections on events in the lives of the Jewish People, but we can identify with the psalms be-

cause of their universal nature and beauty.  
 

The Second Reading is from the Letter to the Hebrews (7:23-28). The writer of Hebrews is telling us that we 
now have in Jesus Christ an eternal high priest that is God Himself. Therefore, we need not approach Him in 

fear because He was “one of us” and knows well the weaknesses of humanity.  
 

The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of Mark (12:28-34). In this passage, we hear Jesus being ques-
tioned by one of the scribes (interpreters of “the law”) who was apparently sincere about his inquiry. Jesus 
gives him the same answer and commandment as Moses did in the First Reading, but there is a difference. 
Here Jesus adds a second thought – almost a second commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as your-
self.” Together these two commandments fulfill all the laws of Moses (see Romans 13:9, 10) and of God in 
Jesus Christ. Love of God without corresponding love of neighbor is invalid and not acceptable. Apparently 
the young scribe recognized the appropriateness of Jesus’ response to which Jesus assures him with, “You 

are not far from the kingdom of God.”  
 

In answer to the scribe’s question, Jesus follows up Moses’ command with a summary of the Jewish laws, 
which He narrows down to two – Love of God and love of Neighbor. In doing this, Jesus demonstrates how 
He rightfully fulfills the office of “high priest” as described in the Letter to the Hebrews. Therefore, we can 

approach Him without fear because divine love is there.  
 

We must admit that even in our own Catholic faith, up to the time of Vatican II, we were taught that “fear of 
the Lord was the first step to wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10), and many people, even     to this day, carry this idea 
of God with them. However, “fear” in this case means reverence for, rather than fear of offending, God. We 
should pray for a better understanding of God’s love and ask that it overflow in us to our neighbor. Some-

thing to think about during your Prayer Time.  



 

 

 

 


