
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 14, 2021 

Sunday: Dn 12:1-3/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Heb 10:11-14, 
18/Mk 13:24-32 
Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Ps 119:53, 
61, 134, 150, 155, 158 [cf. 88]/Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [6b]/Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b and 15 
[15b]/Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15 [23b]/Lk 
19:41-44 
Dedication: Acts 28:11-16, 30-31/ Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-
43/Mt 14:22-33 
Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chron 29:10bcd, 11abc, 
11d-12a, 12bcd [13b]/ 
Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 19 [cf. 
16a]/Lk 20:27-40 
Next Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5 [1a]/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 
18:33b-37 

Registering for FORMED is easier than ever: 
1. Go to Formed.org/signup 
2. Select your Parish (St. Mary) 
3. Register with your name and email 
4. Check that email account for a link to begin using Formed. 

(Call 843-332-7773 or email stmary2@ymail.com for more 
help.) 

ST. MARY’S WEBSITE 

Have you visited the parish website lately? When you 
have a moment spend some time exploring all our web-
site has to offer.  
The website offers many tools to enhance your spiritual 
journey. Just a few examples: 
Links to:  

“In Conversation With God”,  

“The Bible in a Year”,  

The daily Mass readings,  

The Saint of the Day,  

Our Masses at St. Mary’s are also live streamed on the 
website and our Facebook page.  
You can also find our week- ly bulletins on the 
website. Check the website often you never know 
where God will lead you. 
www.stmaryhartsville.org 

HOW DO I USE THE PARISH                                             
SUBSCRIPTION TO FORMED 

SAINTS CORNER 

The Women’s Circle has purchased auto decals for our 
parish.  They are located at the side entrance to our 
Church.  We hope you take one and proudly display it on 
your vehicle.  We are asking for a donation, if possible, 
to help defray the cost of the decals.   Thank you. 

The Women’s Circle of St. Mary’s  

ST MARY’S DECAL FOR YOUR CAR 

Albert was born in Germany 
and educated in Italy. During his 
university studies, he was intro-
duced to the recently founded 
Dominican Order and joined 
their brotherhood. While con-
tinuing his long course of formal 
studies, Albert was sent by his 
superiors to teach in Germany. 
He spent twenty years as a pro-
fessor in various religious hous-
es and universities until he final-
ly obtained his degree and be-
gan to teach as a master in 

1248. His most famous student was the Italian Dominican 
Thomas Aquinas, whose rare intellectual gifts Albert rec-
ognized and cultivated. Albert was also made the Prior of 
a Dominican Province in Germany, was a personal theolo-
gian and canonist to the Pope, preached a Crusade in 
Germany, and was appointed the Bishop of Regensburg 
for less than two years before resigning. Albert was nei-
ther ruthless nor politically minded, and the complex web 
of elites who had interests in his diocese required a bish-
op to display a sensitivity to power relationships which 
was not among Albert’s skills. 
 

After his short time as a diocesan bishop, Albert spent the 
rest of his life teaching in Cologne, punctuated by travels 
to the Second Council of Lyon in 1274 and to Paris in 
1277 to defend Aquinas from his theological enemies. 
Albert’s complete works total thirty-eight volumes on 
virtually every field of knowledge known to his age: scrip-
ture, philosophy, astronomy, physics, mathematics, the-
ology, spirituality, mineralogy, chemistry, zoology, biolo-
gy, justice, and law. Albert’s assiduous study of animals, 
plants, and nature was groundbreaking, and he debunked 
reigning myths about various natural phenomena 
through close personal observation. He devoured all the 
works of Aristotle and organized and distilled their con-
tent for his students, re-introducing the great Greek phi-
losopher to the Western world forever and always. This 
life-long project of philosophical commentary was instru-
mental in grounding subsequent Catholic theological re-
search on a wide and sturdy platform of critical thinking, 
which has been a hallmark of Catholic intellectual life 
ever since. 
 
Albert’s comprehensive approach to all knowledge con-
tributed to the flourishing of the nascent twelfth-century 
institutions of learning known as universities. The “uni” in 
university implied that all knowledge was centered 
around one core knowledge—that of God and His Truth. 
The modern understanding is that a “multiversity” is 
merely an administrative forum in which numerous 
branches of knowledge spread out in pursuit of their sep-
arate truths unhinged from any central focus or purpose. 
 
Saint Albert’s prodigious mind never ceased to be curi-
ous. Every bit of knowledge which he culled led him to 
gather even more. His encyclopedic knowledge embraced 
reality itself as one sustained instance of God loving the 
world. No bifurcation, no subcategories, no “my truth” 
and no “your truth.” God was real and God was knowa-
ble. Reality and Truth were one for Albert and his era, 
and autonomous reason could be trusted to lead the 
honest, rational seeker to those eternal verities. Albert 
was beatified in 1622 and was canonized and named a 
Doctor of the Church in 1931. 
 
Saint Albert the Great, your knowledge of the sacred and 
physical sciences understood God as a total reality. 
Through your divine intercession, help the faithful to see 
reality not as divided but as an expression of the Trinitari-
an God, a knowable person who is accessible to reason. 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE 33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                                             

THE FIRST READING: DANIEL 12:1-3 
As we approach the end of the liturgical year, these Scriptures remind us that we live in the final stage of hu-
mankind’s story, the stage that began with Jesus’ death and Resurrection. This reading is an apocalyptic 
work whose aim is to display God’s consistent involvement in all creation, including political and internation-
al affairs on earth. Taking the long view, apocalyptic writers emphasize that while worldly kingdoms and gov-
ernments rise and fall, God’s kingdom is invincible and unending.  
The author of Daniel writes about signs that will mark the end of time as we know it. These include earthly 
and cosmic upheavals and the persecution of those who remain faithful to God. A figure called Michael, who 
is identified here as the great prince and guardian of Israel, will play an unspecified role in these events.  
The “wise who shall shine brightly” are sages who, like Daniel, work to persuade others to live by God’s de-
crees. The notion that these wise teachers shall live forever is a rare allusion to resurrection in the Old Testa-
ment, though other Jewish apocalyptic works of this period ponder some form of life after death.  

THE SECOND READING: HEBREWS 10:11-4,18 
The author of Hebrews presents Jesus as the high priest and contrasts his ministry to that of other Jewish 
high priests. This passage focuses on Christ’s one-time sacrifice for sins—his priestly act of dying on the 
cross—and on his enthronement at God’s right hand. There he waits until his enemies—earthly rulers whose 
actions demonstrate their opposition to him—”are made his footstool.” This image comes from art in the 
biblical world which depicts a king resting his feet on the heads of vanquished foes. 
The baptized stake their life on the reality that Christ is alive and reigning. As they live ever more radically by 
this teachings, they experience the freeing effects of his sacrifice. All of this is their “being consecrated,” or 
in Greek, hagiazomenous, which means literally “being made holy, different, or other.” 

THE GOSPEL: MARK 13:24-32 
In the verses preceding this passage, Jesus’ disciples marveled at the construction of the Temple in Jerusa-
lem. Indeed, it was probably the tallest building in the city and Jesus’ announcement that not one of its 
stones would be left atop another would have been hard to image. When he arrives at the Mount of Olives, 
which even today provides a splendid view of the Temple complex, his disciples ask him when the destruc-
tion of the Temple will occur.  
Chapter 13 of Mark is often referred to as this evangelist’s “apocalypse” because its themes, symbolic lan-
guage, and images are like those found in Daniel and in Jewish apocalyptic writings of Mark’s time (before 
AD 70). Jesus announces that cosmic disturbances will herald the universal realization of God’s kingdom on 
earth. The sun, the moon, and the stars that God created to light the earth and mark age after age its sea-
sons, days, and years (Genesis 1:14-18) will be darkened. The stars will fall from sky. The forces that these 
lights exert over earth or represent in various religions—forces that are greater than human but lesser than 
divine power—will be shaken. Amid this upheaval, Jesus’ disciples will see the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds with great power and glory and know that he is about to send out the angels to gather his elect of 
every place and time. 
Jesus uses a fig tree growing on the Mount of Olives as a visual aid to reinforce his teaching. Unlike ubiqui-
tous evergreen trees, fig trees display seasonal changes. When people see their branches sprouting leaves in 
April, they know that summer is near, and that their figs will ripen in June. Just so, when Jesus’ disciples see 
the signs that he announces come to pass, they will know that the return of the Son of Man is at hand.  
Jesus’ teaching that “this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place” is unclear. 
“All these things” could refer to the signs mentioned above, in which case Jesus’ prediction was not fulfilled. 
It could, however, also refer to Jesus’ coming passion, death, and Resurrection. What is clear is Jesus’ decla-
ration that no one can say when heaven and earth as we know them will pass away—not the angels, not the 
Son, Jesus himself—only the Father.   
The Gospel’s final verse begins an exhortation which compares Jesus’ disciples to servants of a household 
whose master left them in charge until he returns. He reminds his followers that their mission is to watch 
constantly for his coming, that is, to live like he will come back this evening, or this midnight, or dawn tomor-
row, or tomorrow morning… (Mark 13:33) 



 

 

 

 

St. Faustina wrote extensively about her spiritual travels to both paradise and perdition in her diaries, which 
have been endorsed by the Church as approved revelations. After Faustina was traumatized by her visions of 
hell, she was given the Divine Mercy prayer to share with the world as a weapon in the war to save souls. But 

sadly, less attention has been given to her encouraging visions of heaven, about which she wrote: 

“Today I was in heaven, in spirit, and I saw its unconceivable beauties and the happiness that awaits us after 
death. I saw how all creatures give ceaseless praise and glory to God. I saw how great is happiness in God, 

which spreads to all creatures, making them happy; and then all the glory and praise which springs from this 
happiness returns to its source; and they enter into the depths of God, contemplating the inner life of God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, whom they will never comprehend or fathom. This source of happi-

ness is unchanging in its essence, but it is always new, gushing forth happiness for all creatures.” 

St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori told a story shared with him by a superior of the Jesuit order about a differ-
ent superior who appeared to him after his death and gave a detailed report about what sort of treatment 

different people could expect in heaven. According to the departed superior, the rewards of heaven are not 
equal for all who enter, but all who enter are equally satisfied: 

“Now I am in heaven, Philip II, king of Spain, is in heaven as well. We both are enjoying the eternal rewards of 
paradise, but they are very different for us. My happiness is much greater than his, for it is not like when we 

were still on earth, for then he was royalty and I was a commoner. We were as far apart as the earth and sky, 
but now it has been reversed: As lowly as I was compared to the king on earth, I now exceed him in glory in 

heaven. However, we are both happy, and our hearts are completely satisfied.” 

Pope St. Gregory the Great spoke of the supernatural unity between the entire communion of Saints in heav-
en, and their seemingly infinite knowledge: “Beside all this, a more wonderful grace is bestowed upon the 

Saints in heaven: for they know not only them with whom they were acquainted in this world, but also those 
whom before they never saw, and converse with them in such familiar sort as though in times past they had 
seen and known one another: and therefore when they shall see the ancient fathers in that place of perpetu-
al bliss, they shall then know them by sight, whom always they knew in their lives and conversation. For see-

ing they do in that place with unspeakable brightness, common to all, behold God, what is there that they 
know not, that know him who knoweth all things?’ 

Meanwhile, other saints have offered similarly joyous visions and descriptions of heaven: 

St. Augustine: “There, good will shall be so ordered in us that we shall have no other desire than to remain 
there eternally.” 

St. Philip Neri: “If we only got to heaven, what a sweet and easy thing it will be there to be always saying 
with the angels and the saints, ‘Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus.’” 

St. Anselm of Canterbury: “No one will have any other desire in heaven than what God wills; and the desire 
of one will be the desire of all; and the desire of all and of each one will also be the desire of God.” 

St. Jean Vianney: “O my dear parishioners, let us endeavor to get to heaven! There we shall see God. How 
happy we shall feel! If the parish is converted we shall go there in procession with the parish priest at the 

head. … We must get to heaven!” 

St. Bernadette Soubirous: “My crown in heaven should shine with innocence and its flowers should be radi-
ant as the sun. Sacrifices are the flowers Jesus and Mary chose.” 

St. Thomas More: “Earth hath no sorrow that heaven cannot heal.” 

Heaven is a wonderful place, and we should all strive to get there. But perhaps the most encouraging 
“heavenly” quote of all comes from St. Therese of Lisieux, “The Little Flower,” who pointed out that as glori-

ous as heaven is, God finds the presence of his children infinitely more desirable: “Our Lord does not come 
down from heaven every day to lie in a golden ciborium. He comes to find another heaven which is infinitely 

dearer to him—the heaven of our souls, created in his image, the living temples of the adorable Trinity.” 

WHAT THE SAINTS SAY ABOUT HEAVEN 


