
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

Sunday: Dn 7:13-14/Ps 93:1, 1-2, 5 [1a]/Rv 1:5-8/Jn 
18:33b-37 
Monday: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 [52b]/Lk 
21:1-4 
Tuesday: Dn 2:31-45/Dn 3:57, 58, 59, 60, 61 [59b]/Lk 
21:5-11 
Wednesday: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/Dn 3:62, 63, 
64, 65, 66, 67 [59b]/Lk 21:12-19 
Thursday: Dn 6:12-28/Dn 3:68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 
[59b]/Lk 21:20-28 
Friday: Dn 7:2-14/Dn 3:75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81/Lk 21:29
-33 
Saturday: Dn 7:15-27/Dn 3:82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87/Lk 
21:34-36 
Next Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-
9, 10, 14 [1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Registering for FORMED is easier than ever: 
1. Go to Formed.org/signup 
2. Select your Parish (St. Mary) 
3. Register with your name and email 
4. Check that email account for a link to begin using Formed. 

(Call 843-332-7773 or email stmary2@ymail.com for more 
help.) 

HOW DO I USE THE PARISH                                             
SUBSCRIPTION TO FORMED 

SAINTS CORNER 

SAINT FRANCESCO ANTONIO FASANI 
 
Born in Lucera, Francesco 
entered the Conventual 
Franciscans in 1695. After 
his ordination 10 years lat-
er, he taught philosophy to 
younger friars, served as 
guardian of his friary, and 
later became provincial 
minister. When his term of 
office ended, Francesco 
became master of novices 
and finally pastor in his 

hometown. 
In his various ministries, he was loving, devout, 
and penitential. He was a sought-after confes-
sor and preacher. One witness at the canonical 
hearings regarding Francesco’s holiness testi-
fied, “In his preaching he spoke in a familiar 
way, filled as he was with the love of God and 
neighbor; fired by the Spirit, he made use of the 
word and deed of holy Scripture, stirring his lis-
teners and moving them to do penance.” Fran-
cesco showed himself a loyal friend of the poor, 
never hesitating to seek from benefactors what 
was needed. 
At his death in Lucera, children ran through the 
streets crying out, “The saint is dead! The saint 
is dead!” Francesco was canonized in 1986. 
 

REFLECTION 
Eventually we become what we choose. If we 
choose stinginess, we become stingy. If we 
choose compassion, we become compassion-
ate. The holiness of Francesco Antonio Fasani 
resulted from his many small decisions to coop-
erate with God’s grace. 

Creche Exhibit and Crafts will take place at St Ann Catho-
lic Church in the new parish life center 113 S. Kemp 
Street (located behind the Mcleod Health Bldg #5) at the 
intersection of Cheves and Kemp Streets, Friday, Nov. 
19th 9am to 6:30 pm, Saturday the 20th from 9am-
4:30pm and Sunday the 21st from 12:30pm to 5:30pm. 
Admission is free. Again, this year, there will be a crafts 
and baked goods sale, along with the nativity displays. 
Everyone is invited to share in this extraordinary commu-
nity event. 

COME TO THE MANGER 

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS 

Mass will be celebrated at 9:00am Thanksgiving  day. There 

will not be a 6:00pm Mass that evening. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 

The Parish office will be closed Wednesday, Thursday and Fri-

day  November 24th, 25th and 26th in observance of Thanks-

giving. We wish all our parishioners a Happy Thanksgiving! 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

1ST READING: DANIEL 7:13-14  

Because the Solemnity of Christ the King brings to a close our Liturgical Year, it conveys an end of times 

theme. As was the case in last week’s reading from Daniel, our 1st Reading today is apocalyptic. However, it 

is the good news side of the apocalypse and end times. In Daniel’s vision, the Son of Man receives 

“dominion, glory, and kingship” and “his kingship shall not be destroyed.” This, of course is good news for 

“all peoples, nations, and languages,” who “serve him,” for the elect under his kingship will not be destroyed 

either. Whenever we celebrate the Kingship of Christ, we celebrate what is to become of us who follow him. 

Where Christ is, there too is the Church. He is our King and we are his Kingdom.  

2ND READING: REVELATION 1:5-8  

Another source of apocalyptic literature is the Book of Revelation. As was the case for Daniel, John is given a 

vision to see the end times. In his vision, John describes Jesus as the “ruler of the kings of the earth” and he 

(as in Daniel) “is coming amid the clouds” to gather a kingdom to himself. As we consider the end times, we 

also recognize that this was a part of God’s eternal plan. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev-

er, God’s plan for Our Heavenly Kingdom is fulfilled through his Son. Jesus is the “the Alpha and the Omega 

(Beginning and End).” He was, is, and always will be King. Sometimes we forget that God has a plan and his 

plan will be fulfilled. In fact, in Jesus, his plan has already been fulfilled. It just hasn’t been fully “realized” by 

us. However, John’s vision testifies to the truth that God holds the whole world — the past, the present, and 

the future — in His hands  

GOSPEL: JOHN 18:33-37  

Over these last 6 weeks, we have been reflecting on the theme — Our Holy Kingdom. On this Solemnity, we 

celebrate the Lord of our kingdom, Jesus the Christ. Our Gospel selection for this week gives us the scene 

where Pilate confronts Jesus. He asks, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus never denies it, but explains that 

Pilate’s understanding of “kingship,” is not shared by Jesus. Rather, Jesus explains that His “kingdom does 

not belong to this world.” In Pilate’s mind, a king is one who will fight or have others fight for him. But, that 

is not the kingdom to which Jesus belongs. Over the course of human history, kingdoms and nations have 

been fighting for survival or for power. Thankfully, we have a kingdom that awaits us where not even a 

sword was raised to gain it or defend it. Remember when Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its 

scabbard?” Jesus, our King, does not defend himself or fight for his kingdom. Rather, his kingdom is freely 

handed over to him by His Father. In addition, to those of us who follow our Lord, we are made co-heirs. We 

can rightfully say, His Dominion is Our Heavenly Kingdom.  



 

 

 

 

THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING,  

KING OF THE UNIVERSE  

 

On the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe, or Christ the King.  

Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 1925 with his encyclical  Quas primas (“In the first”) to respond 
to growing secularism and atheism.  He recognized that attempting to “thrust Jesus Christ and his 
holy law” out of public life would result in continuing discord among people and nations. This so-
lemnity reminds us that while governments come and go, Christ reigns as King forever.  

During the early twentieth century, in Mexico, Russia, and some parts of Europe, militantly secu-
laristic regimes threatened not just the Catholic Church and its faithful but civilization itself. Pope 
Pius XI’s encyclical gave Catholics hope and—while governments around them crumbled—the as-
surance that Christ the King shall reign forever.  Jesus Christ “is very truth, and it is from him that 
truth must be obediently received by all mankind” (Quas primas, 7). 

Christ’s kingship is rooted in the Church’s teaching on the Incarnation.  Jesus is fully God and fully 
man.  He is both the divine Lord and the man who suffered and died on the Cross.  One person of 
the Trinity unites himself to human nature and reigns over all creation as the Incarnate Son of 
God.  “From this it follows not only that Christ is to be adored by angels and men, but that to him 
as man angels and men are subject, and must recognize his empire; by reason of the hypostatic 
union Christ has power over all creatures” (Quas primas, 13).                                                               

The Church calls us to acknowledge Christ’s kingship with our whole lives:   

He must reign in our minds, which should assent with perfect submission and firm belief to re-
vealed truths and to the doctrines of Christ. He must reign in our wills, which should obey the laws 
and precepts of God. He must reign in our hearts, which should spurn natural desires and love God 
above all things, and cleave to him alone. He must reign in our bodies and in our members, which 
should serve as instruments for the interior sanctification of our souls, or to use the words of the 
Apostle Paul, ‘as instruments of justice unto God.’ -Quas primas, 33                                                  

Today, religious freedom for many people means that we can believe whatever we want in pri-
vate, but when we enter the public square or the marketplace, we may not speak of anything that 
relates to our faith.  However, the Church acknowledges the reign of Christ, not only privately, but 
publicly.  This solemnity encourages us the celebrate and live out our faith in public.  “Thus by ser-
mons preached at meetings and in churches, by public adoration of the Blessed Sacrament ex-
posed and by solemn processions, men unite in paying homage to Christ, whom God has given 
them for their King” (Quas primas, 26). 

For Christians, when our faith is repeatedly marginalized in public life, we can fall into the habit of 
compartmentalizing our lives.  We love Jesus in our private lives, but we shrink from acknowledg-
ing the kingship of Christ in social life.  When we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King, we 
declare to the world and remind ourselves that Jesus is the Lord of the Church and of the entire 
universe. 

Quas primas © 1925, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City State. Used with permission. All rights 
reserved. 


