
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 28, 2021 

Sunday: Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 
10, 14 [1b]/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5
-11 
Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 
15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 
[26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 
30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4
-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

Registering for FORMED is easier than ever: 
1. Go to Formed.org/signup 
2. Select your Parish (St. Mary) 
3. Register with your name and email 
4. Check that email account for a link to begin using Formed. 

(Call 843-332-7773 or email stmary2@ymail.com for more 
help.) 

HOW DO I USE THE PARISH                                             
SUBSCRIPTION TO FORMED 

SAINTS CORNER 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

WOMEN’S CIRCLE 

SAINT FRANCIS        
XAVIER 
Jesus asked, “What profit 
would there be for one 
to gain the whole world 
and forfeit his 
life?” (Matthew 16:26a). 
The words were repeat-
ed to a young teacher of 
philosophy who had a 
highly promising career 
in academics, with suc-
cess and a life of prestige 
and honor before him. 
Francis Xavier, 24 at the 
time, and living and 
teaching in Paris, did not 
heed these words at 

once. They came from a good friend, Ignatius of Loy-
ola, whose tireless persuasion finally won the young 
man to Christ. Francis then made the spiritual exer-
cises under the direction of Ignatius, and in 1534, 
joined his little community, the infant Society of Je-
sus. Together at Montmartre they vowed poverty, 
chastity, obedience, and apostolic service according 
to the directions of the pope. 
From Venice, where he was ordained a priest in 
1537, Xavier went on to Lisbon and from there 
sailed to the East Indies, landing at Goa, on the west 
coast of India. For the next 10 years he labored to 
bring the faith to such widely scattered peoples as 
the Hindus, the Malayans, and the Japanese. He 
spent much of that time in India, and served as pro-
vincial of the newly established Jesuit province of 
India. 
Wherever he went, Xavier lived with the poorest 
people, sharing their food and rough accommoda-
tions. He spent countless hours ministering to the 
sick and the poor, particularly to lepers. Very often 
he had no time to sleep or even to say his breviary 
but, as we know from his letters, he was filled al-
ways with joy. 
Xavier went through the islands of Malaysia, then 
up to Japan. He learned enough Japanese to preach 
to simple folk, to instruct, and to baptize, and to 
establish missions for those who were to follow him. 
From Japan he had dreams of going to China, but 
this plan was never realized. Before reaching the 
mainland, he died. His remains are enshrined in the 
Church of Good Jesus in Goa. He and Saint Thérèse 
of Lisieux were declared co-patrons of the missions 
in 1925. 
 

REFLECTION 
All of us are called to “go and preach to all nations—
see Matthew 28:19. Our preaching is not necessarily 
on distant shores but to our families, our children, 
our husband or wife, our coworkers. And we are 
called to preach not with words, but by our every-
day lives. Only by sacrifice, the giving up of all selfish 
gain, could Francis Xavier be free to bear the Good 
News to the world. Sacrifice is leaving yourself be-
hind at times for a greater good, the good of 
prayer, the good of helping someone in need, 
the good of just listening to another. The great-
est gift we have is our time. Francis Xavier gave 
his to others. 

We are reading _The 13th Gift_ by Joanne Huist Smith, a true 
story about everyday miracles that can occur during the holi-
day season. It is a heartwarming reminder that with love, com-
munity, and family, even the most broken of hearts can be 
mended. We will meet after evening mass on Tuesday, DECEM-
BER 7.  There are a few copies of the book available for pur-
chase at Peace of Heaven Christian Gift Shop here in town. 

The Women’s Circle will be hosting its annual Christmas party 
for the ladies of our parish on December 1st in our parish hall.  
We will meet after the 6:00 Mass.  All the ladies of St. Mary’s 
are invited.  If you plan to attend please bring a wrapped 
Christmas ornament ($10.00 limit) to exchange.   

Our refreshments  will include sampling different chili and 
cornbread recipes, one of which will be used in a fund raiser 
we are planning.  So, if you have a great chili or cornbread 
recipe and would like to participate in our “Great Chili Cook 
off” please call Kathy Smith 843-383-1634 or Chris Alexander 
843-453-2887 for details.  We would love to see many St. 
Mary’s  ladies attend and get involved in our circle. 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 33:14-16 
This year, Jeremiah, the prophet of hope, introduces us to our Advent season. He was from a priestly family and was 
born in a little village called Anathoth, close to Jerusalem. Josiah, who was king (640-609 BC), in Judah in those days, 
was a God-fearing man. But he was killed in a battle at Megiddo by the invading Egyptians who were attacking the As-
syrians (2 Kgs 23:29-30; 2Chr 35:20-24). A later king of Judah, Zedekiah (598-587 BC), swore allegiance in the Name of 
the Lord God, to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon in return for his life and continued to rule in Jerusalem, then re-
belled against Nebuchadnezzar (2Chr 36:13). He faced an attack by the Babylonian (Chaldean) army which surrounded 
Jerusalem. The king ignored God’s advice, given through Jeremiah, to surrender and save the town and its people, and 
he concealed the Lord God’s message from his generals (Jer 38:17-27). As a result, the Babylonians took Zedekiah pris-
oner (blinding him after he had watched the execution of his sons), captured and looted the city, burned the Temple 
down, and sent the healthy Jews into exile leaving only some poor people (2 Kgs 25:1-21; 36:17-21; Jer 38:28–-39:10). 
Despite all this, Jeremiah conveyed words of hope from God to the people in exile: “I WILL BE WITH YOU.” God says 
through the prophet that He will fulfill this promise by raising up a “just shoot,” a righteous offspring of David, who will 
rule Israel in justice (see 2 Sm 7:16; Jer 33:17; Ps 89:4-5; 27-38). Jeremiah told the people that they would return to see 
their city and their Temple again, and that their priests would return to their Temple duties (Jer 33:17ff). Thus, through 
Jeremiah, the Lord God, speaking His inspiring words at such a tragic moment, kindled hope and optimism in the peo-
ple. What does it mean to raise up for David a just shoot? David was this people’s first great king, and he became the 
standard by which subsequent kings were measured. “Shoot” is an image from farming or gardening, meaning a young 
growth from a mature plant. These people believed their fortunes were linked to the justice of their king. So, for them, 
a “just shoot for David” would have meant a new king, descended from David, whose justice would have positive 
effects among the people, and who would then get a new name: “The Lord, our justice.”  

SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 3:12—4:2 
Readings in early Advent always carry forward from the last Sundays of the previous liturgical year the theme of Jesus’ 
coming again. At the time Saint Paul wrote to the Thessalonians (rather early in his apostolic career), he and they be-
lieved Jesus was to return soon. Jesus’ coming would mean the end of history and the judgment of all peoples. But 
some Thessalonian Christians began to doubt the promise of Christ’s second Coming because it was indefinitely de-
layed. Hence, Paul gave them some clarification, emphasizing proper behavior in this part of his letter. “May the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we have for you, so as to strengthen your 
hearts, to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His holy 
ones.” Paul tells them that what they do while they’re waiting is just as important as the event for which they’re 
waiting. Hence, he prays for their transformation. He prays that they, and we, will abound in love and that our hearts 
will be strengthened.  

THE GOSPEL: LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36 
Two versions of the end time events: Today we move from the year of Mark (B) to the year of Luke (C). In fact, today’s 
Gospel is Luke’s version of the Gospel we read two weeks ago from Mark. Luke seems to be the first evangelist who 
believed that everyone in his community would die a natural death before Jesus triumphantly returned in the Parousia 
or Second Coming. Many years after Mark’s Gospel, Luke also wrote about the Parousia. Comparing Mk 13:24-
32 which we read two Sundays ago with Lk 21:25ff, which we read today, we note that Luke has reduced the scope of 
the spectacular celestial events of the Last Days and has omitted Mark’s description of the Son of Man. The reason for 
these changes may lie in the events filling the years between Mark’s Gospel (AD 69), and Luke’s work (AD 80). Mark 
wrote his Gospel sometime before the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70 when the Jewish Christians believed that the fall of 
Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple would coincide with the end of the world and the second coming of Je-
sus. But when Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed, the world did not end. Perhaps taking this into account, 
Luke, completing his Gospel in A.D. 80, dissociated the destruction of the Temple from Jesus’ prediction of the end of 
the world. In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus warns us to keep watch for His return in glory, drawing on Old Testament 
images of chaos and instability – turmoil in the heavens (see Is 13:11,13; Ez 32:7-8; Jl 2:10); roaring seas (see Is 
5:30; 17:12); distress among the nations (see Is 8:22; 14:25) and terrified people (see Is 13:6-11).   



 

 

 

 

 


