
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 5, 2021 

Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-
11/Lk 3:1-6 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. Is 
35:4f]/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [cf. 
Is 40:10ab]/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph 
1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab 
[8]/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt 
11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 
[4]/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/
Lk 3:10-18 

Registering for FORMED is easier than ever: 
1. Go to Formed.org/signup 
2. Select your Parish (St. Mary) 
3. Register with your name and email 
4. Check that email account for a link to begin using Formed. 

(Call 843-332-7773 or email stmary2@ymail.com for more 
help.) 

HOW DO I USE THE PARISH                                             
SUBSCRIPTION TO FORMED 

SAINTS CORNER 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

SAINT JUAN DIEGO 
 
Thousands of people 
gathered in the Ba-
silica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe July 31, 
2002, for the canon-
ization of Juan Die-
go, to whom the 
Blessed Mother ap-
peared in the 16th 
century. Pope John 
Paul II celebrated 
the ceremony at 
which the poor Indi-
an peasant became 
the Church’s first 
saint indigenous to 
the Americas. 
The Holy Father 
called the new saint 
“a simple, humble 

Indian” who accepted Christianity without giv-
ing up his identity as an Indian. “In praising the 
Indian Juan Diego, I want to express to all of 
you the closeness of the Church and the pope, 
embracing you with love and encouraging you 
to overcome with hope the difficult times you 
are going through,” John Paul said. Among the 
thousands present for the event were members 
of Mexico’s 64 indigenous groups. 
First called Cuauhtlatohuac (“The eagle who 
speaks”), Juan Diego’s name is forever linked 
with Our Lady of Guadalupe because it was to 
him that she first appeared at Tepeyac hill on 
December 9, 1531. The most famous part of his 
story is told in connection with the Feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe on December 12. After the 
roses gathered in his tilma were transformed 
into the miraculous image of Our Lady, howev-
er, little more is said about Juan Diego. 
In time he lived near the shrine constructed at 
Tepeyac, revered as a holy, unselfish, and com-
passionate catechist, who taught by word and 
especially by example. 
During his 1990 pastoral visit to Mexico, Pope 
John Paul II confirmed the long-standing liturgi-
cal cult in honor of Juan Diego, beatifying him. 
Twelve years later the same pope proclaimed 
him a saint. 

REFLECTION 
God counted on Juan Diego to play a humble, 
yet huge role in bringing the Good News to the 
peoples of Mexico. Overcoming his own fear 
and the doubts of Bishop Juan de Zumarraga, 
Juan Diego cooperated with God’s grace in 
showing his people that the Good News of Jesus 
is for everyone. Pope John Paul II used the occa-
sion of Juan Diego's beatification to urge Mexi-
can lay people to assume their responsibilities 
for passing on the Good News and witnessing to 
it. 

We are reading _The 13th Gift_ by Joanne Huist Smith, a true 
story about everyday miracles that can occur during the holi-
day season. It is a heartwarming reminder that with love, com-
munity, and family, even the most broken of hearts can be 
mended. We will meet after evening mass on Tuesday, DECEM-
BER 7.  There are a few copies of the book available for pur-
chase at Peace of Heaven Christian Gift Shop here in town. 

Wednesday December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate Con-

ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Our Masses for the Holy Day will be: 

Tuesday, December 7th  Vigil Mass    St. Mary’s  6:00pm           

Wednesday, December 8th                     St. Mary’s  6:00pm 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

THE FIRST READING; BARUCH 5:1-9 

Today’s first reading is taken from the book of Baruch. According to Josephus, the first century AD Jewish historian, Baruch was 
part of the Jewish aristocracy of Jerusalem and the manager of King Zedekiah’s household. Later he became a scribe for the proph-
et Jeremiah, and both witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem and the deportation of its people in the Babylonian Exile in the late 
sixth century BC. However, the book of Baruch, which is a collection of prayers, poems, and prophetic speeches, was probably 
written over a longer period of time by a variety of authors. 

In this segment of the book, the prophet is speaking to personified Jerusalem to comfort her in what appears to be a mourning 
ceremony. Perhaps we could think of her as “sitting shiva.” Among our Jewish brothers and sisters, “sitting shiva” is a seven day 
rite of mourning in the home of the bereaved, which starts immediately after the funeral. Sometimes the family members and 
close friends sit on low stools to symbolize how they are “brought low” by the loss of their loved one,  as others come to comfort 
them. 

But Baruch urges Jerusalem to throw off her garments of grief and put on the garment of the splendor of glory and the cloak of 
God’s justice so that all may see that her period of mourning is finished. The miter, or turban, that she is given to wear recalls the 
one that was prescribed for the priest Aaron. It had a gold plate in the form of a seal that read “Holy to the Lord” (Exodus 28:36-
37). She is also given a new name: “the peace of justice and the glory of God’s worship.” How radiant is Lady Jerusalem adorned in 
Splendor! Further, Baruch tells Jerusalem to stand tall and look toward Babylon in the east to see her children rejoicing as they 
make their way toward her from across the lands. And who is leading the caravan? It is none other than God accompanied by 
God’s personified justice and mercy! Can you image Lady Jerusalem’s sense of relief and amazement?  

THE SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:4-6, 8-11 

This reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians introduces the themes of the letter, but it also gives some hints about Paul’s rela-
tionship to the community of faith. Clearly, Paul loves them! He prays in thanksgiving for their partnership (Greek koinonia, mean-
ing “community” or “joint participation”) that he shares with them. 

Paul is writing to this community from prison (Philippians 1:12-13), which explains his longing for them with “the affection of Christ 
Jesus.” After all, Christ’s suffering was an act of love too. The Greek word that is translated as “affection is associated with the 
bowels or intestines. Ancient peoples believed that this was the seat of a person’s strongest emotions, like love and hate. Thus, we 
should think of this affection not as simple fondness but as zealous love. Paul urges the community to continue to grow in agape 
love, the kind of love that knows no bounds and that expects nothing in return. It is the kind of love that will make them pure and 
blameless, when Christ returns in glory. The phrase “fruit of righteousness” describes the active response of Christian believers to 
the gift of right relationship with God. Elsewhere, Paul calls it “faith working through love” (Galatians 5:6). 

THE GOSPEL: LUKE 3:1-6 

   Today’s Gospel features John the Baptist, the herald of the coming kingdom or reign of God. Luke introduces him by providing a 
historical setting for his story in a very long, elegantly constructed sentence that extends from the beginning to the end of the first 
paragraph of our reading. Luke wants the reader to know that this is an important turning point in the Gospel.  

While the presentation of John as the baptizer is found in all four Gospels, Luke includes two interesting details about John’s mis-
sion. First, he notes that John traveled throughout the region or surrounding neighborhood of the Jordan River with his proclama-
tion. In other words, he was a traveling preacher. Second, we learn that his message included a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sin. The Greek word baptisma means “immersion” or “submersion,” but we should not confuse it with Christian bap-
tism, which will come later. Rather, this is a purification ritual that has deep roots in Judaism; it signifies one’s desire to be put right 
with one another and the world. The Greek word metanoia, which is translated as “repentance,” appears several times in Luke’s 
Gospel, and it means “a change of mind.” The Greek word for forgiveness means “a release from bondage.” 

Finally, John the Baptist’s mission as one who models how we ought to prepare for the coming reign of Gd is emphasizes by Luke 
inclusion of Isaiah 40:3-5, which is a prophecy about an exodus from bondage. Now it is our own exodus from the bondage of sin, 
and we live in hope of seeing the salvation of God.  



 

 

 

 

 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception,  
Patroness of the United States of America 

 

READ                                                                                                                               

"No sin would touch her, so that she would be a fitting and worthy vessel of the Son of 

God. The Immaculate Conception does not refer to the virginal conception and the birth 

of Christ, but rather to Mary's being conceived without inheriting Original Sin." (United 

States Catholic Catechism for Adults, 142-143)                                                                                

REFLECT                                                                                                  
In today's Gospel, we hear and reflect on Mary's famous words to the angel Gabriel: 

"Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your 

word." (Luke 2:38)                                                                                                           

PRAY                                                                                                  
Pray with Pope Francis on this Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.                          

ACT                                                                                                    
On this Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a holy day of obligation, attend Mass 

and pray the Hail Mary before meals. 

https://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120817.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/prayers/pope-francis-prayer-for-the-immaculate-conception.cfm

