
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 12, 2021 

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 
3:10-18 
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 
[4]/Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 
[7a]/Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-
12, 13-14 [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a, and 13b 
[2a]/Lk 7:24-30 
Friday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/Mt 
1:1-17 
Saturday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 
1:18-25 
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Heb 
10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

SAINTS CORNER 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEWS 

THE STORY OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
 
The feast in honor of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
goes back to the 16th 
century. Chronicles of 
that period tell us the 
story. 
A poor Indian named 
Cuauhtlatohuac was 
baptized and given the 
name Juan Diego. He 
was a 57-year-old wid-
ower, and lived in a 
small village near Mexi-
co City. On Saturday 
morning December 9, 
1531, he was on his way 
to a nearby barrio to 
attend Mass in honor of 
Our Lady. 

Juan was walking by a hill called Tepeyac when 
he heard beautiful music like the warbling of 
birds. A radiant cloud appeared, and within it 
stood an Indian maiden dressed like an Aztec 
princess. The lady spoke to him in his own lan-
guage and sent him to the bishop of Mexico, a 
Franciscan named Juan de Zumarraga. The bish-
op was to build a chapel in the place where the 
lady appeared. 
Eventually the bishop told Juan to have the lady 
give him a sign. About this same time Juan’s un-
cle became seriously ill. This led poor Juan to try 
to avoid the lady. Nevertheless the lady found 
Juan, assured him that his uncle would recover, 
and provided roses for Juan to carry to the bish-
op in his cape or tilma. 
On December 12, when Juan Diego opened his 
tilma in the bishop’s presence, the roses fell to 
the ground, and the bishop sank to his knees. 
On the tilma where the roses had been ap-
peared an image of Mary exactly as she had ap-
peared at the hill of Tepeyac. 
 
Reflection 
Mary’s appearance to Juan Diego as one of his 
people is a powerful reminder that Mary—and 
the God who sent her—accept all peoples. In 
the context of the sometimes rude and cruel 
treatment of the Indians by the Spaniards, the 
apparition was a rebuke to the Spaniards and 
an event of vast significance for the indigenous 
population. While a number of them had con-
verted before this incident, they now came in 
droves. According to a contemporary chroni-
cler, nine million Indians became Catholic in a 
very short time. In these days when we hear so 
much about God’s preferential option for the 
poor, Our Lady of Guadalupe cries out to us that 
God’s love for and identification with the poor 
is an age-old truth that stems from the Gospel 
itself. 

 The Prayer Shawl Ministry is offering  prayer shawls 
or lap robes to anyone who would like one for a 
loved one or  friend who resides in a nursing home 
or assisted living. They make lovely Christmas 
gifts.  Call Linda Yarborough at 843-309-9664. 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 

Prepare yourself for Christmas   

St. Anthony’s in Florence will have their Advent 
Penance Service Tuesday, December 12th at 
7:00pm. The parishioners of St. Mary and St. Jo-
seph are welcome to attend.  

THE GIVING TREE 

Please remember our 4 families on the Giving 
Tree. Gifts and donations need to be in by next 
Sunday, December 19th. Thank you to all that are 
participating this year! 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

THE FIRST READING: ZEPHANIAH 3:14-18a    

Although Zephaniah's prophesy came at a time of religious degradation and apostasy among the Jewish peo-

ple of his time, the Prophet is trying to encourage the few faithful by reminding them that God has not for-

gotten them and, indeed, He is in their midst as a mighty savior. For those who are prepared, God will rejoice 

over them with gladness and renew in them His love.  

THE SECOND READING:  PHILIPPIANS 4:4-7.  

This portion of the Letter comes toward the end where Paul is exhorting the Philippians to rejoice because of 

their love and kindness to him and to each other. His message is one of assurance that if they are prepared 

for the coming of the Lord, then they should have no anxiety; but if they still have needs, to bring them to 

God in prayer, and they shall have peace that surpasses all understanding.  

THE GOSPEL: LUKE 3:10-18 

It tells of John the Baptist's teaching by sharing earthly possessions with those less fortunate. The people 

were drawn to the Baptist because they were in need of direction they could understand and identify with. 

They were also drawn to him because they thought he might be the Messiah. He then goes on to describe 

this Great One in terms they understood.  

Today, we have too much information which we call 'information overload.” We have the tendency to gloss 

over words that we have heard often. We don't take the time to let what we hear with our ears settle into 

our heart. How unfortunate! We are now more than half way through Advent. Most of our shopping is done, 

greeting cards have been sent and received, the dinner menu has been established; but where is your heart? 

So, the above readings challenge us to take some time for prayer during this busy season. Find a quiet place 

and a time when you won't be disturbed and sit there and ask the good Lord to come into your heart. When 

done seriously, with meaning and conviction, you will soon realize that "the Holy One of Israel is truly within 

YOU." Something to think about during your Prayer Time this week!  



 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24TH                                    

5:30pm St. Mary the Virgin Mother 

CHRISTMAS MASS, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25TH 

9:00am  St. Joseph the Worker 

11:00am  St. Mary the Virgin Mother  

There will not be a 5:30pm Saturday evening Mass,  

 

Sunday, December 26th  

9:00am St. Joseph the Worker  

11:00am St. Mary the Virgin Mother 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1ST  

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD, 

IS NOT A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION THIS YEAR. 

WE WILL HAVE OUR  FIRST SATURDAY MASS @ 8:00AM. 

FOLLOWED BY OUR REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE  


