
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12
-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or 
1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-
2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 
Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2
-8 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-
18 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 
2:22-35 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36
-40 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18 
Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 
2:16-21 
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 
11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

SAINTS CORNER 

 

ADORATION 

We will not  have Adoration  New Year’s Day Satur-

day, January 1st. Adoration will resume Saturday, 

January 8th.   

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 

We will not have class January 2nd. Classes will re-

sume  Sunday, January 9th.  The Religious Education 

team would like to wish all our students and parents 

a Happy and Healthy New Year. We look forward to 

seeing everyone in 2022! 

SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

Saint John, traditionally thought to 

be the "Beloved Disciple," was the 

writer of the fourth Gospel, and pre-

sumably, the only apostle who was 

not martyred. He is also the disciple to whom Je-

sus entrusted his mother from the cross. Symbol-

ized as an eagle, Saint John’s Gospel “soars” in its 

theological treatment of the Good News.  

We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a Blessed New Year! The Office will close at 
2:00pm Thursday, December 23rd. We will return to 
regular hours Monday, January 3rd. Should there be 
an emergency or you just need to be in touch with 
us please call the office at 843-332-7773 and you will 
be given instructions to be able to reach us.  

Let Your goodness Lord appear to us, that 
we made in your image, conform ourselves 
to it. In our own strength we cannot imitate 
Your majesty, power, and wonder nor is it 
fitting for us to try. But Your mercy reaches 
from the heavens through the clouds to the 
earth below. You have come to us as a small 
child, but you have brought us the greatest 
of all gifts, the gift of eternal love Caress us 
with Your tiny hands, embrace us with Your 
tiny arms and pierce our hearts with Your 
soft, sweet cries.  
St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) 
 
 

St. Mary’s has had the Giving Tree for well over 25 

years. We have reached out to many of our less 

fortunate families in the community and helped 

make the holidays cheerful and bright.  

A huge THANK YOU to all who participated in this 

year’s giving tree. Thank you for providing the true 

spirit of Christmas to families in need.  

CHRISTMAS PRAYER  

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 2022 

                 The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is                 

       not a  Holy Day of Obligation this year.                        

       If  you  would like to attend Mass for 

   the Holy Day we will have our First Satur-

day Mass at  8:00am which is followed by the Ro-

sary.   

 

This weekend’s Mass schedule will be our regular 

Sunday schedule: 

Saturday  5:30pm St. Mary’s 

Sunday  9:00am St. Joseph’s 

Sunday  11:00am St. Mary’s  



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE  HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 

THE FIRST READING: 1 SAMUEL 1:20-22, 24-28  

The background to today’s first reading is that Hannah had been a barren woman. In that culture, it was dis-
graceful for a married woman not to have children. Hannah longed for a child and went to the place of wor-
ship to beg the Lord to grant her a child. There she promised to dedicate her child to the Lord if He would 
grant her request and when she encountered the priest, Eli, he assured her that her prayer would be an-
swered. Miraculously, God removed her barrenness and she soon became pregnant with a son. She named 
her son Samuel because in Hebrew that name means, “God has heard.” Hannah had great faith in the Lord 
and He rewarded her with a child. In thanksgiving, Hannah entrusted Samuel to the care of the priest, Eli, in 
order to be raised in the house of God and dedicated to the service of the Lord. Samuel grew up to become 
one of Israel’s greatest prophets, who would eventually anoint David as king of Israel. On today’s Feast of the 
Holy Family, this first reading reminds us of the connection between our families and the family of God. Alt-
hough our situation may look very different from that of Hannah and her husband, Elkanah, we can learn 
from them that the purpose of parenting is to entrust our children to the Lord. The ultimate purpose of our 
families is to connect each member of the family to the family of God, the Church. Let us, therefore, emulate 
the faith of Hannah in entrusting her family to the service of God.  

THE SECOND READING: 1 JOHN 3:1-2, 21-24  

Today’s second reading from the first letter of the Apostle John focuses our attention on the love of God. 
God’s love for us is perfect and unconditional. He loves us even when we do not love Him in return. In fact, 
God created us out of love but then we rejected Him through sin and, thus, broke off our family relationship 
with Him. But, although we may have rejected God, He has never turned away His loving gaze from us. God’s 
love is so great that He has chosen to adopt us back into His family. He made this possible through becoming 
one of us in Jesus Christ. As today’s reading expresses, “we should believe in the name of His Son, Jesus 
Christ, and love one another just as he commanded us.” We learn from this passage and other parts of Scrip-
ture that we become sons and daughters of God through faith in Jesus and being baptized (by which we re-
ceive “the Spirit he gave us”). We also learn how to act in the family of God, which is the Church. We are to 
“love one another” and “keep [God’s] commandments.” The beautiful thing about the family of God is that 
we have a perfect Father. Therefore, His commands are not burdensome or arbitrary. They are, rather, what 
is best for us. And, God gives us the grace we need to love Him and love one another as brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Let us, therefore, seek to be faithful “children of God.”  

THE GOSPEL:  LUKE 2:41-52  
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. This feast takes place on the Sunday im-
mediately following Christmas, falling within the season of Christmas fittingly to continue to call our attention to the 
profound reality of God becoming man. On this feast, in particular, we are reminded of the humanity of Jesus as the 
son of Mary and Joseph. Jesus grew up in their home and spent His childhood as a rather typical Israelite boy. In fact, 
the only thing we know about Jesus’ childhood, apart from His infancy, is the account we hear in today’s Gospel. But 
we learn quite a few things about the Holy Family from this short account. First, we see that they are a faithful Jewish 
family by their observance of traveling to Jerusalem once a year for the feast of Passover. Second, we learn that they 
traveled in a “caravan” that probably included many, many relatives and friends. There were enough, at least, for it to 
take a day of traveling before Mary and Joseph realized that Jesus was not with the group. It would have been typical 
for a twelve-year-old boy, who was coming of age, to be with the men of the group, rather than his parents. Third, we 
see that Mary and Joseph had typical parental concerns. Not being able to find Jesus for three days caused them “great 
anxiety.” In fact, this three days of sorrow foreshadows the three days of sorrow that Mary would experience at the 
time of Jesus’ death, when He would be in the tomb for three days. The finding in the Temple, therefore, foreshadows 
the great joy of the Resurrection. Fourth, Jesus’ response to Mary and Joseph when they find Him reveals that their 
role, although essential, was to be subordinate to the will of Jesus’ Father in Heaven. The passage does tell us that Je-
sus “was obedient to them,” but this obedience was always connected to His perfect obedience to God. Likewise, our 
families are to be reflections of our relationship with God.  



 

 

 

 


