
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 2, 2022 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.11]/Eph 
3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-17, 
23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-
52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/Lk 
4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12-16 
 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b/
Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/
Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 
[1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

SAINTS CORNER 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 

We will not have class January 2nd. Classes will re-

sume  Sunday, January 9th.  The Religious Education 

team would like to wish all our students and parents 

a Happy and Healthy New Year. We look forward to 

seeing everyone in 2022! 

A PRAYER OF REFLECTION FOR THE NEW YEAR 

ST. RAYMOND OF       

PENNAFORT,  

Patron Saint of Canonists 

(Feast day - January 7) 

Born in Spain, St. Ray-

mond was a relative of 

the King of Aragon. From childhood he had a 

tender love and devotion to the Blessed Moth-

er. He finished his studies at an early age, and 

became a famous teacher. He then gave up all 

his honors and entered the Order of the Domin-

icans. St. Raymond was very humble and very 

close to God. He did much penance and was 

so good and kind that he won many sinners to 

God. With King James of Aragon and St. Pe-

ter Nolasco he founded the Order of Our Lady 

of Ransom. The brave religious of this Order de-

voted themselves to saving poor Christians cap-

tured by the Moors. 

Once he went with King James to the Island of 

Majorca to preach about Jesus. King James was 

a man of great qualities, but he let himself be 

ruled by passions. There on the Island, too, he 

was giving bad example. The Saint commanded 

him to send the woman away. The King said he 

would, but he did not keep his promise. So St. 

Raymond decided to leave the Island. The King 

declared he would punish any ship captain who 

brought the Saint back to Barcelona. Putting all 

his trust in God, Saint Raymond spread his cloak 

upon the water, tied up one corner of it to a 

stick for a sail, made the Sign of the Cross, 

stepped onto the cloak, and sailed along for six 

hours until he reached Barcelona. 

This miracle moved the King. He was sorry for 

what he had done, and he became a true fol-

lower of St. Raymond. St. Raymond was one 

hundred years old at the time of his death. 

My Father Who is in Heaven, Hallowed be your 

name. I thank you for the caring and keeping of my 

heart, my mind, and my body this year. I know that 

many of the events that have transpired over the 

course of the year may have been a surprise to me, 

but none of them were a surprise to you. 

I bless your name because you are holy and worthy 

of my trust. Therefore, I rest in your goodness and I 

ask that you would heal the parts of me that need it, 

and protect the parts of me that are whole and 

pure. 

I walk into this coming year with open arms, know-

ing that you have a bright hope and a future for me. 

I leave this year knowing that you cause all things to 

work together for my good, because I love you and 

have been called according to your purposes. 

Have your way, oh Lord and wherever you lead me, I 

will follow! For I pray this in your son Jesus’ precious 

and mighty name, Amen. 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

THE FIRST READING: ISAIAH 60:1-6 

 Light is the primary image of this feast.  In this reading, Isaiah prophecies that the people themselves are to 

be a light to all the nations.  This was one of two lines of thought in post-exilic Israel.  The other, represented 

by the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, was to strengthen the barrier between Israel and the nations.  Isaiah 

imagines the nations being drawn to Israel and Israel’s God.  This reading also includes images that appear in 

the Gospel story, camels bringing those from far away bearing gifts. 

THE SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 3:1-12  

Paul speaks eloquently of the plan of God to reveal himself to the Gentiles, the plan he believes always exist-

ed but was hidden until the coming of Christ and the mission Paul has been given.  This radical plan is that 

Jews and Gentiles become one.  

THE GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 2:1-12  

In Christmas pageants, elements of this story are tacked onto Luke’s birth story (2:1-20), but in reality they 

are very different stories and the visit of the Magi deserves to be known in all its richness.  The wise men 

(magoi in Greek) were likely astrologers or emissaries of foreign courts.  They were not “kings” (a notion that 

came from the Isaiah reading and the psalm for today).  They also were not necessarily three in number.  The 

text does not give them a number; we have implied it from the three gifts.  Those gifts are highly symbolic in 

nature:  gold for a ruler, incense for a priest, myrrh for one who is to die.  Revelation comes to people in the 

first two chapters of Matthew’s Gospel via dreams (1:20, 2:12, 2:13, 2:19, 2:22).  The prophecy concerning 

Bethlehem is from Micah 5:2. That the wise men first went to Jerusalem to consult the current king was only 

natural, but the “king” they seek is of a very different nature.  



 

 

 

 

The baby’s crying, the dog is whining, and you need to leave for work in five minutes. Finding time for prayer can seem 
impossible. Amid the busyness of family life, how can one respond to God’s ongoing invitation to speak with and listen 
to Him? Here are ten pointers to help you do just that. 

1. Pray as you can, not as you can’t. God calls most Christians to an active life in the world, with family, work and com-
munity responsibilities. Such a call, while holy, does not usually allow for long periods of prayer and reflection. Lay peo-
ple can become discouraged when they try to pray like a cloistered contemplative. Be realistic about what’s possible. 

2. Take ten — or twenty. If a half hour for prayer isn’t possible, how about ten minutes, or twenty? Choose a good time 
of day and stick with it. Designate a special site for prayer so that spot become holy. Spouses can help by minding chil-
dren during respective quiet times. 

3. Pray as a family. Build upon rituals such as grace before meals. In addition to the usual “Bless us, O Lord…,” encour-
age family members to offer thanks for the blessings of the day, as well as prayers for those in need. Couples can deep-
en their spiritual relationship by taking a few minutes, perhaps before bedtime, to commend to God the joys and sor-
rows of the day. 

4. Decorate your domestic church. When we enter our parish church, the statues and pictures focus our minds on Je-
sus, Mary and the saints. We can create an atmosphere for prayer in our home- the domestic church- by displaying a 
crucifix, icons, the Bible and other holy objects. Take the children to a religious goods store and let them choose a pic-
ture or statue for their rooms. 

5. Short prayers count, too. When you’re stopped at a long light or put on hold, consider it as God’s invitation to turn 
your heart and mind to him, if only for a few seconds. 

6. Find God at work. Connecting with God in the workplace takes effort. Try to cultivate a few simple habits. For exam-
ple, offer the day to God as you turn on your computer, or pray for the person you’re about to call or wait upon. 

7. Jump start your prayer life. Sooner or later almost everyone experiences dryness in prayer. God seems far away and 
prayer becomes a burden. Praying with Scripture, perhaps the daily Mass readings, can help us focus. So, too, can an 
inspirational book, especially one of the spiritual classics. A good choice is St. Francis de Sales’ Introduction to the De-
vout Life, written specifically for lay people who are striving for holiness. 

8. Ask your Mother for help. The Blessed Virgin Mary, our spiritual mother, understands our needs and offers profound 
comfort. One family, gathered around the bedside of their dying husband and father, found peace and healing through 
the recitation of the rosary. The rosary is ideal for the family since children can be taught the simple prayers at an early 
age. Check out instructions on how to pray the rosary. 

9. Read a good story. Children and adults alike enjoy an inspiring story, and few stories are more compelling than those 
of the saints. Whether it’s the little way of Therese of Lisieux or the heroism of Maximilian Kolbe, their stories offer 
something for everyone. Consider the particular virtue that a saint demonstrates and pray for help to emulate it. Per-
haps it’s the humility of St. Francis of Assisi, the patience of St. Monica, or the courageous witness of St. Thomas More. 

10. Walk with a spiritual friend. Prayer can lead to new thoughts and questions. Who better to share them with than a 
spiritual friend? A friend can help us to work through the concerns that inevitably arise in prayer. Good friends will hold 
each other accountable for their prayer life, making sure that prayer has not been neglected in the busyness of life. For 
married couples a spouse is often this spiritual friend, but God will also put wise and holy people in our path when we 
need them. They can be the answer to prayer. 

This article first appeared on USCCB’s For Your Marriage website, www.ForYourMarriage.org 

 

 

 

10 Pointers for Prayer 


