
 

 

 



 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 9, 2022 

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 
10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30 
[1]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/ 
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 1:14
-20 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21-
28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-
9, 10/Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 
1:40-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/
Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 
12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 

SAINTS CORNER 

 
SAINT HILARY OF POITIERS 

This staunch defender of the di-
vinity of Christ was a gentle and 
courteous man, devoted to 
writing some of the greatest the-
ology on the Trinity, and was like 
his Master in being labeled a 
“disturber of the peace.” In a 

very troubled period in the Church, his holiness was 
lived out in both scholarship and controversy. He 
was bishop of Poitiers in France. 

Raised a pagan, he was converted to Christianity 
when he met his God of nature in the Scriptures. 
His wife was still living when he was chosen, against 
his will, to be the bishop of Poitiers in France. He 
was soon taken up with battling what became the 
scourge of the fourth century, Arianism, which de-
nied the divinity of Christ. 

The heresy spread rapidly. Saint Jerome said “The 
world groaned and marveled to find that it was Ari-
an.” When Emperor Constantius ordered all the 
bishops of the West to sign a condemnation of Ath-
anasius, the great defender of the faith in the East, 
Hilary refused and was banished from France to far 
off Phrygia. Eventually he was called the 
“Athanasius of the West.” 

While writing in exile, he was invited by some semi-
Arians (hoping for reconciliation) to a council the 
emperor called to counteract the Council of Nicea. 
But Hilary predictably defended the Church, and 
when he sought public debate with the heretical 
bishop who had exiled him, the Arians, dreading the 
meeting and its outcome, pleaded with the emper-
or to send this troublemaker back home. Hilary was 
welcomed by his people. 

REFLECTION 

Christ said his coming would bring not peace but a 
sword (see Matthew 10:34). The Gospels offer no 
support for us if we fantasize about a sunlit holiness 
that knows no problems. Christ did not escape at 
the last moment, though he did live happily ever 
after—after a life of controversy, problems, pain 
and frustration. Hilary, like all saints, simply had 
more of the same. 

WOMEN’S CIRCLE FUND RAISER  

SUPER BOWL CHILI FEAST 

FEBRUARY 13TH  

Let us do the cooking for you on February 13th  and 

you enjoy the game or buy and freeze for another 

day.  

Chili will be sold for $20.00 in 32 oz. containers 

along with a side of cornbread. Preordering will be 

after each Mass starting January 22nd-23rd- Pick up 

will be after Mass on February 12th and 13th. 



 

 

 

COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS  

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

THE FIRST READING: ISAIAH 40:1-5,9-11 

PSALM: 104: 1B-2, 3-4,24-25,27-28,29-30 

THE SECOND READING: TITUS 2:11-14; 3:4-7 

THE GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 2:1-12  

COMMENTARY  

‘He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms’ 
 

Today marks the end of the Christmas season, as we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. It heralds the begin-
ning of Jesus’s public mission: the work of teaching, preaching and healing. God’s great love and mercy offer 
salvation to all through Jesus, by the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
In the Gospel, God proclaims Jesus as his beloved Son at his baptism in the Jordan. St Luke draws our atten-
tion to the descent of the Holy Spirit while Jesus is at prayer. 
 
The First Reading offers hope and joy. God has seen his people repent and will bring them home across the 
desert. He is both their defender and their shepherd, who gathers, guides and nourishes. 
The image of God gathering and nourishing is echoed in the Psalm. The Lord renews with his Spirit all who 
look to him. 
 
St Paul (Second Reading) tells us it is entirely due to God’s mercy, love and compassion that we are offered 
salvation; not for anything we have achieved. God’s loving kindness is revealed through ‘the cleansing water 
of rebirth’ and renewal with the Holy Spirit in Christ. 
Today is an opportunity to reflect on the gift of baptism. We remind ourselves that the words spoken at Je-
sus’s baptism also apply to us. 
 
We, too, are beloved daughters and sons of God, called to make known the love of God to all we meet. Let’s 
pray this week, and in the weeks ahead, for whatever grace God feels we need to help us. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

John (the) Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him and were 

being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins…John proclaimed,  “One mightier 

than I is coming after me.  I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.  I have baptized 

you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  MARK 1:1-11 

THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

WITH WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED 

 After Jesus was baptized, he came up from the water and behold, the heavens were opened…the Spirit of 

God descended like a dove… And a voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased.” JOHN 1:26-32 

COMMENTARY 

Jesus did not have Original Sin or any other sin.  Jesus’ insisted on Baptism by John as an example to others 

who were in need of reconciliation and new beginnings because of their fallen state displayed in weakened 

wills, clouded minds, and unruly appetites. Conversion was the message, repent and believe in the Gospel. 

When Jesus was immersed in the waters of John’s baptism He took on all the sins of the world, knowing one 

day, He would pay the price of our redemption as Savior of the world.  Jesus emerged from the waters of 

Baptism, affirmed by the Father, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” as we are at our 

Baptisms. 

Baptism is not only, a cleansing of our sins, and infusion of sanctifying grace making us adopted sons and 

daughters of Our Father and heirs to heaven, it is an initiation that sets us on our journey back to our heav-

enly home.  All Christians are commissioned through their baptism to conform to Christ, reject Satan and all 

his works and empty promises. 

“The baptized have become “living stones” to be “built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood.” By 

Baptism they share in the priesthood of Christ…Baptism gives a share in the common priesthood of all believ-

ers.” CCC #1268 

 After the Baptismal waters, comes the anointing with sacred chrism oil, wherein the priest or deacon prays 

these words:  “As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, and King, so may you live always as a member of his 

body, sharing everlasting life.” 

As the common priesthood of the laity we make sacrifices, as prophet we bear witness in words and actions 

to Jesus being the Way the Truth and the Life. And as king we serve others especially those most in need. 


