


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 27, 2022 

Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [9a]/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11

-32 

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b/Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18/Jn 5:17-30 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Jn 5:31-47 

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12/Jn 7:40-53 

Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-1 

SAINT FRANCIS OF PAOLA 

Francis of Paola was a man who 
deeply loved contemplative soli-
tude and wished only to be the 
“least in the household of God.” 
Yet, when the Church called him 
to active service in the world, he 
became a miracle-worker and 
influenced the course of nations. 

After accompanying his parents 
on a pilgrimage to Rome and As-
sisi, he began to live as a contem-
plative hermit in a remote cave 

near Paola, on Italy’s southern seacoast. Before he was 
20, he received the first followers who had come to imi-
tate his way of life. Seventeen years later, when his disci-
ples had grown in number, Francis established a Rule for 
his austere community and sought Church approval. This 
was the founding of the Hermits of St. Francis of Assisi, 
who were approved by the Holy See in 1474. 

In 1492, Francis changed the name of his community to 
“Minims” because he wanted them to be known as the 
least (minimi) in the household of God. Humility was to 
be the hallmark of the brothers as it had been in Francis’s 
personal life. Besides the vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience, Francis enjoined upon his followers the fourth 
obligation of a perpetual Lenten fast. He felt that heroic 
mortification was necessary as a means for spiritual 
growth. 

It was Francis’s desire to be a contemplative hermit, yet 
he believed that God was calling him to the apostolic life. 
He began to use the gifts he had received, such as the 
gifts of miracles and prophecy, to minister to the people 
of God. A defender of the poor and oppressed, Francis 
incurred the wrath of King Ferdinand of Naples for the 
admonitions he directed toward the king and his sons. 

Following the request of Pope Sixtus IV, Francis traveled 
to Paris to help Louis XI of France prepare for his death. 
While ministering to the king, Francis was able to influ-
ence the course of national politics. He helped to restore 
peace between France and Brittany by advising a mar-
riage between the ruling families, and between France 
and Spain by persuading Louis XI to return some disput-
ed land. 

Francis died while at the French court. 

REFLECTION 

The life of Francis of Paola speaks plainly to an overac-
tive world. He was a contemplative man called to active 
ministry and must have felt keenly the tension between 
prayer and service. Yet, in Francis’s life it was a produc-
tive tension, for he clearly utilized the fruits of contempla-
tion in his ministry, which came to involve the workings 
of nations. He responded so readily and so well to the 
call of the Church from a solid foundation in prayer and 
mortification. When he went out to the world, it was not 
he who worked but Christ working through him—“the 
least in the household of God.” 

BOOK CLUB 

Fr. Dan will lead the Stations of the Cross at 
6:00pm on the Fridays during Lent except for 
Good Friday. Come and pray  the Stations. 

The Flame of Love: The Spiritual Diary of Elizabeth 
Kindelmann. The movement began with the heart 
of the poor and humble Hungarian mystic and 
Third-Order Carmelite, Elizabeth Kindelmann 
(1913-1985), when she heard the voices of Jesus 
and Mary between the years 1961 and 
1983.  God is seeking to build up a holy army of 
souls to help fight the battle ahead that leads to 
sure victory for those firm in faith. In this remark-
able Spiritual Diary, you follow the life and divine 
conversations of one of the greatest mystics of 
the 20th century, learn of the prayers and weekly 
prayer schedule that effectively blind Satan, and 
of the divine promises Our Lord wishes to give to 
us through the intercession of His Mother’s Im-
maculate Heart.  We will meet after Tuesday 
evening Mass on April 12.   

NEW OFFERTORY BOXES 

New Offertory boxes were installed at 
the  Entry doors into the Church. 
There are 2 boxes located at the on 
the wall by the front doors of the 
Church one on each side. There is a 
box located at the side door 

(handicapped entrance) inside the Church on the 
left. The last one is in the Chapel on the left side 
of the glass doors into the Church.  



 

 

  ON MARCH 25TH, POPE FRANCIS WILL LEAD THE BISHOPS OF THE WORLD IN THE                                       
CONSECRATION OF UKRAINE AND RUSSIA TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY.  

Read below the prayer Pope Francis will pray when he does so:  
O Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, in this time of trial we turn to you. As our Mother, you love us and 
know us: no concern of our hearts is hidden from you. Mother of mercy, how often we have experienced 
your watchful care and your peaceful presence! You never cease to guide us to Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  
Yet we have strayed from that path of peace. We have forgotten the lesson learned from the tragedies of the 
last century, the sacrifice of the millions who fell in two world wars. We have disregarded the commitments 
we made as a community of nations. We have betrayed peoples’ dreams of peace and the hopes of the 
young. We grew sick with greed, we thought only of our own nations and their interests, we grew indifferent 
and caught up in our selfish needs and concerns. We chose to ignore God, to be satisfied with our illusions, 
to grow arrogant and aggressive, to suppress innocent lives and to stockpile weapons. We stopped being our 
neighbor’s keepers and stewards of our common home. We have ravaged the garden of the earth with war 
and by our sins we have broken the heart of our heavenly Father, who desires us to be brothers and sisters. 
We grew indifferent to everyone and everything except ourselves. Now with shame we cry out: Forgive us, 
Lord!  
Holy Mother, amid the misery of our sinfulness, amid our struggles and weaknesses, amid the mystery of in-
iquity that is evil and war, you remind us that God never abandons us, but continues to look upon us with 
love, ever ready to forgive us and raise us up to new life. He has given you to us and made your Immaculate 
Heart a refuge for the Church and for all humanity. By God’s gracious will, you are ever with us; even in the 
most troubled moments of our history, you are there to guide us with tender love.  
We now turn to you and knock at the door of your heart. We are your beloved children. In every age you 
make yourself known to us, calling us to conversion. At this dark hour, help us and grant us your comfort. Say 
to us once more: “Am I not here, I who am your Mother?” You are able to untie the knots of our hearts and 
of our times. In you we place our trust. We are confident that, especially in moments of trial, you will not be 
deaf to our supplication and will come to our aid.  
That is what you did at Cana in Galilee, when you interceded with Jesus and he worked the first of his signs. 
To preserve the joy of the wedding feast, you said to him: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3). Now, O Mother, re-
peat those words and that prayer, for in our own day we have run out of the wine of hope, joy has fled, fra-
ternity has faded. We have forgotten our humanity and squandered the gift of peace. We opened our hearts 
to violence and destructiveness. How greatly we need your maternal help!  



Therefore, O Mother, hear our prayer.  

 

Star of the Sea, do not let us be shipwrecked in the tempest of war.  

 

Ark of the New Covenant, inspire projects and paths of reconciliation.  

 

Queen of Heaven, restore God’s peace to the world.  

 

Eliminate hatred and the thirst for revenge, and teach us forgiveness.  

 

Free us from war, protect our world from the menace of nuclear weapons.  

 

Queen of the Rosary, make us realize our need to pray and to love.  

 

Queen of the Rosary, make us realize our need to pray and to love.  

 

Queen of the Human Family, show people the path of fraternity.  

 

Queen of Peace, obtain peace for our world.  

 

O Mother, may your sorrowful plea stir our hardened hearts. May the tears you shed for us make this valley 

parched by our hatred blossom anew. Amid the thunder of weapons, may your prayer turn our thoughts to 

peace. May your maternal touch soothe those who suffer and flee from the rain of bombs. May your motherly 

embrace comfort those forced to leave their homes and their native land. May your Sorrowful Heart move us 

to compassion and inspire us to open our doors and to care for our brothers and sisters who are injured and 

cast aside.  

 

Holy Mother of God, as you stood beneath the cross, Jesus, seeing the disciple at your side, said: “Behold your 

son” (Jn 19:26). In this way he entrusted each of us to you. To the disciple, and to each of us, he said: “Behold, 

your Mother” (v. 27). Mother Mary, we now desire to welcome you into our lives and our history. At this hour, a 

weary and distraught humanity stands with you beneath the cross, needing to entrust itself to you and, 

through you, to consecrate itself to Christ. The people of Ukraine and Russia, who venerate you with great 

love, now turn to you, even as your heart beats with compassion for them and for all those peoples decimated 

by war, hunger, injustice and poverty.  

 

Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother, to your Immaculate Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate our-

selves, the Church and all humanity, especially Russia and Ukraine. Accept this act that we carry out with confi-

dence and love. Grant that war may end and peace spread throughout the world. The “Fiat” that arose from 

your heart opened the doors of history to the Prince of Peace. We trust that, through your heart, peace will 

dawn once more. To you we consecrate the future of the whole human family, the needs and expectations of 

every people, the anxieties and hopes of the world.  

 

Through your intercession, may God’s mercy be poured out on the earth and the gentle rhythm of peace re-

turn to mark our days. Our Lady of the “Fiat,” on whom the Holy Spirit descended, restore among us the har-

mony that comes from God. May you, our “living fountain of hope,” water the dryness of our hearts. In your 

womb Jesus took flesh; help us to foster the growth of communion. You once trod the streets of our world; 

lead us now on the paths of peace. Amen.  


