


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 3, 2022 

Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5-

6/Jn 8:12-20 

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 8:51-59 

Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7/Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13/Jn 11:45-56 

Next Sunday: Lk 19:28-40/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 

2:6-11/ Lk 22:14—23:56 or 23:1-49 

SAINT CRESCENTIA HOESS 

Crescentia was born in 1682, the daughter of a poor 
weaver, in a little town near Augsburg. She spent play 
time praying in the parish church, assisted those even 
poorer than herself and had so mastered the truths of her 
religion that she was permitted to make her first Holy 
Communion at the then unusually early age of 7. In the 
town she was called “the little angel.” 

As she grew older, she desired to enter the convent of the 
Tertiaries of Saint Francis. But the convent was poor, and 
because Crescentia had no dowry, the superiors refused 
her admission. Her case was then pleaded by the 
Protestant mayor of the town to whom the convent owed 
a favor. The community felt it was forced into receiving 
her, and her new life was made miserable. She was con-
sidered a burden and assigned nothing other than menial 
tasks. Even her cheerful spirit was misinterpreted as flat-
tery or hypocrisy. 

Conditions improved four years later when a new superi-
or was elected who realized her virtue. Crescentia herself 
was appointed mistress of novices. She so won the love 
and respect of the sisters that, upon the death of the su-
perior, Crescentia was unanimously elected to that posi-
tion. Under her, the financial state of the convent im-
proved and her reputation in spiritual matters spread. She 
was soon being consulted by princes and princesses; 
bishops and cardinals too sought her advice. And yet, a 
true daughter of Francis, she remained ever humble. 

Bodily afflictions and pain were always with her. First it 
was headaches and toothaches. Then she lost the ability 
to walk, her hands and feet gradually becoming so crip-
pled that her body curled up into a fetal position. In the 
spirit of Francis she cried out, “Oh, you bodily members, 
praise God that he has given you the capacity to suffer.” 
Despite her sufferings she was filled with peace and joy 
as she died on Easter Sunday in 1744. 

She was beatified in 1900 and canonized by Pope John 
Paul II in 2001. The liturgical feast of Saint Crescentia 
Hoess is celebrated on June 15. 

REFLECTION 

Although she grew up in poverty and willingly embraced it 
in her vocation, Crescentia had a good head for business. 
Under her able administration, her convent regained fi-
nancial stability. Too often, we think of good money man-
agement as, at best, a less-than-holy gift. But Crescentia 
was wise enough to balance her worldly skills with such 
acumen in spiritual matters that heads of State and 
Church both sought her advice. 

BOOK CLUB 

Fr. Dan will lead the Stations of the Cross at 
6:00pm on the Fridays during Lent except for 
Good Friday. Come and pray  the Stations. 

The Flame of Love: The Spiritual Diary of Elizabeth Kin-
delmann. The movement began with the heart of the 
poor and humble Hungarian mystic and Third-Order 
Carmelite, Elizabeth Kindelmann (1913-1985), when 
she heard the voices of Jesus and Mary between the 
years 1961 and 1983.  God is seeking to build up a ho-
ly army of souls to help fight the battle ahead that 
leads to sure victory for those firm in faith. In this re-
markable Spiritual Diary, you follow the life and divine 
conversations of one of the greatest mystics of the 
20th century, learn of the prayers and weekly prayer 
schedule that effectively blind Satan, and of the divine 
promises Our Lord wishes to give to us through the 
intercession of His Mother’s Immaculate Heart.  We 
will meet after Tuesday evening Mass on April 12.   

WOMEN’S CIRCLE 

St. Mary’s Women’s Circle will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall this Wednesday evening, April 6th after the 
6:00pm Mass. All the women of the parish are invited 
and encouraged to attend.  

HOLY SATURDAY                                               

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY AND CONFESSIONS 

Just a reminder, Holy Saturday we will not have Ado-

ration, or 5:30 Mass. Fr. Dan will lead the Chaplet of 

Divine Mercy at 3:00pm in the Resurrection Chapel 

followed by  the Sacrament of Reconciliation for 

those  who wish to receive the Sacrament.  



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

 

INTRODUCTION 

“In Him, the hope of blessed resurrection has dawned, that those saddened by the certainty of dying might be con-

soled by the promise of immortality to come. Indeed for your faithful, Lord, life is changed not ended, and, when this 

earthly dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in heaven” (preface of the dead 1). 

On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, the readings point our attention to resurrection hope as a defeat over death in the mortal 

body thanks to Jesus who died and rose from the dead. 

 

FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 37:12-14 

The prophet Ezekiel was a priest ministering in the Temple of Jerusalem before the year 597 B.C when king 

Nebuchadnezzar took over the city. The prophet in the company of king Jehoiachim was among the first deportees to 

babylonian exile. Successively after few years, the babylonian soldiers raided Jerusalem again and evacuated many into 

exile. 

Therefore the first reading today places us in the context of the babylonian exile. And the image painted by the author 

about the valley of the dry bones is a description of a battlefield that saw the destruction of Jerusalem and the ruin of 

its inhabitants. In this prophetic vision, Ezekiel assures his fellow Jews that their period of captivity is about to end. 

Thus the description of bones rising from their graves is a message of hope that captivity will not have the final word; 

that through the Spirit of God, the devastated nation will rise beyond their present catastrophe and return to their 

homeland. 

 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:8-11 

This passage of Paul’s letter to the Romans is one of the favourite passages for Christian funerals.The Apostle reminds 

the Christian community of Rome caught up in the culture of death and persecution and who were no less afraid of the 

finite nature of the earthly existence that though the mortal body will bow to death (death as a consequence of sin), 

but since they have been justified by faith through Christ, death will not have the final word, for they will rise to life on 

the last day thanks to the resurrection of Christ (the hope of our resurrection). 

 

GOSPEL: JOHN 11:1-45 

The Gospel is a fulfilment of Ezekiel’s prophesy of the dry bones and the grave and a foretaste of the definite resurrec-

tion of the mortal body as St. Paul pointed out. 

It is only John who recorded the miracle of bringing Lazarus back to life. There were other cases whereby Jesus 

brought dead persons back to life, like the little daughter of Jairus (Mt 9:18-26; Mk 5:22-43; Lk 8:41-56) and the son of 

the widow of Nain (Lk 7:11-17). I used the expression ‘bringing back to life’ instead of resurrection because the term 

resurrection in its strict theological sense is a Christian mystery which only Christ had been able to accomplish in the 

history of humanity and which he will accomplish in the life of believers only at the end of time.  



 

THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM SCHEDULE FOR ST. MARY’S AND ST. JOSEPH’S 

  Holy Thursday, April 14th 

Mass of Institution of the Holy Eucharist  

7:00pm St. Mary’s 

Good Friday, April 15th  

Stations of the Cross 2:30pm   

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3:00pm 

The Passion of the Lord 

7:00pm St. Mary’s 

Holy Saturday, April 16th  

Easter Vigil Mass 

8:30pm St. Mary’s  

Easter Sunday, April 17th  

9:00am St. Joseph’s      11:00am St. Mary’s 


