


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 17, 2022 

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 [24]/ 

Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12 or, Lk 24:13-35 

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11/Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22/Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 24:35-48 

Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a/Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21/Mk 16:9-15 

Next Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 

17-19/Jn 20:19-3 

SAINT BENEDICT JOSEPH 
LABRE 
Benedict Joseph Labre was 
truly eccentric, one of God’s 
special little ones. Born in 
France and the eldest of 18 
children, he studied under 
his uncle, a parish priest. 
Because of poor health and 
a lack of suitable academic 
preparation he was unsuc-
cessful in his attempts to 
enter the religious life. 

Then, at age 16, a profound change took place. Bene-
dict lost his desire to study and gave up all thoughts 
of the priesthood, much to the consternation of his 
relatives. 
He became a pilgrim, traveling from one great shrine 
to another, living off alms. He wore the rags of a beg-
gar and shared his food with the poor. Filled with the 
love of God and neighbor, Benedict had special devo-
tion to the Blessed Mother and to the Blessed Sacra-
ment. In Rome, where he lived in the Colosseum for a 
time, he was called “the poor man of the Forty Hours 
devotion” and “the beggar of Rome.” The people ac-
cepted his ragged appearance better than he did. His 
excuse to himself was that “our comfort is not in this 
world.” 
On April 16, 1783, the last day of his life, Benedict 
dragged himself to a church in Rome and prayed 
there for two hours before he collapsed, dying peace-
fully in a nearby house. Immediately after his death, 
the people proclaimed him a saint. 
Benedict Joseph Labre was canonized by Pope Leo 
XIII in 1881. His liturgical feast is celebrated on April 
16. 

REFLECTION 
In a modern inner city, one local character kneels for 
hours on the sidewalk and prays. Swathed in his en-
tire wardrobe winter and summer, he greets passers-
by with a blessing. Where he sleeps no one knows, 
but he is surely a direct spiritual descendant of Bene-
dict, the ragged man who slept in the ruins of Rome’s 
Colosseum. These days we ascribe such behavior to 
mental illness; Benedict’s contemporaries called him 
holy. Holiness is always a bit mad by earthly stand-
ards. 

PARISH OFFICE  CLOSED 

The Parish Office will be closed Easter Monday 

and Tuesday, April  18th & 19th. The office will re

-open Wednesday, April 20th at 8:00am. We 

would like to wish everyone a Happy and Blessed 

Easter! 

The hosts of heaven exult and sing aloud in 
mighty triumph! 
Let the earth be glad as glory alights and night 
reigns no more. 
Let the Church rejoice at the victory of her Lord 
and Master, 
Who paid the debt of Adam, 
Who frees those doomed to die, 
Who heals the broken-hearted and bind up their 
wounds, 
Who forgives the sinner and raises up the lowly, 
Who destroys death forever, 
Whose Kingdom shall have no end. 
God our Father, eternal is your love for us! 
Christ the Son, in victory you reign! 
Holy Spirit, set the Easter fire ablaze in our 
hearts. 
Together you live and reign and ransom your 
people, 
one God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

AN EASTER PROCLAMATION 



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

 

How beautiful is this feast of Easter! And how beautiful our assembly! This day contains so 

many mysteries, both old and new! During this week of feasting or, rather, of happiness, peo-

ple are rejoicing all over the world and even the powers of heaven unite themselves with us in 

joyful celebration of the Lord’s resurrection. Angels and Archangels are exultant as they wait 

for the heavenly King, Christ our God, to return victorious over the earth; the choirs of saints 

exult as they sing of “he who rose before the dawn”, the Christ (cf. Ps 110[109]:3). Earth ex-

ults, for the blood of a God has washed it. The sea exults, for the footsteps of our Lord have 

honored it. May every person born again of water and the Holy Spirit, exult. May Adam, the 

first of men, now freed from the ancient curse, exult (…) 

Christ’s resurrection has not only inaugurated this holy feast but, still more, has won for us 

salvation instead of suffering, immortality in place of death, healing instead of wounds, resur-

rection instead of decline. In former times the Passover mystery was carried out in Egypt ac-

cording to the ritual prescribed by the Law: the sacrifice of the lamb was no more than a sign. 

But today we celebrate a spiritual Passover according to the Gospel: the day of resurrection. 

Then it was a lamb taken from the flock that was sacrificed (…); now Christ in person offers 

himself as lamb of God. Then it was an animal from the sheepfold; now, not just a lamb but 

the shepherd himself lays down his life for his sheep (Jn 10:11) (…) Then the Hebrews crossed 

the Red Sea and sang a hymn of victory in honor of their deliverer: “Let us sing to the Lord; he 

has covered himself in glory” (Ex 15:10). Now, all those accounted worthy of baptism sing this 

victory song in their hearts: “You alone are holy, you alone are God, Jesus Christ, in the glory 

of God the Father. Amen”. 



FROM THE BISHOP  

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I am delighted to introduce the new Bishop of Charleston, Most Rev. Jacques Fabre, CS, who will be ordained 
and installed at the end of this month. I am confident that his leadership will bring a deeper sense of unity, 
love and peace throughout our diocese, and I pray for the success of his mission to serve the Church. 

What a joyous way for us to conclude the season of Lent and prepare ourselves to commemorate the Paschal 
Mystery. 

During Holy Week, we celebrate the solemnity of Christ’s passion, death and glorious resurrection. 

In that sacred moment, when Christ was sacrificed on the cross, Our Lord took the sins of the world upon his 
shoulders, in order that we might be redeemed. As the New Adam, Christ restored the natural order that had 
been lost by our fallen ancestors. In total submission to his Heavenly Father, Christ gave us the perfect exam-
ple of complete surrender to God’s plan. 

During his earthly ministry, Jesus taught us how to live in relationship with the Father. With the institution of 
the Holy Sacraments, he gave us the opportunity to receive sanctifying grace and foster heavenly virtues. 

This Easter, let us pray for the strength to carry out the responsibilities of our vocations with the courage of 
the victorious Christ. 

This month, we also celebrate Earth Day, which reminds us of the vocation we must all cherish to preserve 
the world we live in. In Genesis, God gave our ancestors the duty to “fill the earth and subdue it.” Today, we 
share the same calling to care for the world — a gift that God gave us so freely for our enjoyment. 

Let us give thanks that we have gained such a Redeemer. I wish you all a blessed Easter season, and a happy 
spring. 

In the Lord’s peace, 

Most Rev. Robert E. Guglielmone, DD 

Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Charleston 


