


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 1, 2022 

Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Rv 5:11-14/ 

Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 

Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30/Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Jn 14:6-14 

Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a/Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20/Jn 6:44-51 

Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Jn 6:52-59 

Saturday: Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/Jn 6:60-69 

Next Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5 [3c]/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 

10:27-3 

BOOK CLUB 

We are reading another selection from a popular 

author with the Book Club, Mitch Albom, ti-

tled The First Phone Call from Heaven. In this 

magical novel, a small town's residents start re-

ceiving phone calls and the voices say they are 

calling from heaven.  Soon the town and outsid-

ers are gripped with "miracle fever".  Mitch Al-

bom takes readers on a breathtaking ride of fren-

zied hope.  Our next meeting is after Tuesday 

evening Mass on May 10.   

SAINT JOSEPH THE WORKER 

To foster deep devotion to Saint Jo-

seph among Catholics, and in re-

sponse to the “May Day” celebrations 

for workers sponsored by Com-

munists, Pope Pius XII instituted the 

feast of Saint Joseph the Worker in 

1955. This feast extends the long rela-

tionship between Joseph and the 

cause of workers in both Catholic faith 

and devotion. Beginning in the Book 

of Genesis, the dignity of human work 

has long been celebrated as a partici-

pation in the creative work of God. By 

work, humankind both fulfills the command found in Genesis to 

care for the earth (Gn 2:15) and to be productive in their labors. 

Saint Joseph, the carpenter and foster father of Jesus, is but one 

example of the holiness of human labor. 

Jesus, too, was a carpenter. He learned the trade from Saint Jo-

seph and spent his early adult years working side-by-side in Jo-

seph’s carpentry shop before leaving to pursue his ministry as 

preacher and healer. In his encyclical Laborem Exercens, Pope 

John Paul II stated: “the Church considers it her task always to 

call attention to the dignity and rights of those who work, to con-

demn situations in which that dignity and those rights are violat-

ed, and to help to guide [social] changes so as to ensure authen-

tic progress by man and society.” 

Saint Joseph is held up as a model of such work. Pius XII empha-

sized this when he said, “The spirit flows to you and to all men 

from the heart of the God-man, Savior of the world, but certain-

ly, no worker was ever more completely and profoundly pene-

trated by it than the foster father of Jesus, who lived with Him in 

closest intimacy and community of family life and work.” 

REFLECTION 

To capture the devotion to Saint Joseph within the Catholic litur-

gy, in 1870, Pope Pius IX declared Saint Joseph the patron of the 

universal Church. In 1955, Pope Pius XII added the feast of Saint 

Joseph the Worker. This silent saint, who was given the noble 

task of caring and watching over the Virgin Mary and Jesus, now 

cares for and watches over the Church and models for all the 

dignity of human work.  

HAPPY FEAST DAY TO THE PARISHIONERS OF  

ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER MISSION 

FIRST COMMUNION, SATURDAY, MAY 21ST 

First Communion will be celebrated Saturday, 

May 21st @ the 5:30 Mass. Please keep the chil-

dren and their families in your prayers as they 

continue to prepare for this very important  sac-

rament. 



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

 

THE FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41 
The story of the nascent Church spreading through the Mediterranean region is really the story of the apostles’ display 
of courageous faith. For instance, the Gospel would not have arrived in Antioch if it were not for the conviction of Paul 
and Barnabas. Likewise, Peter is seen in today’s reading as remaining steadfast in faith despite the suffering that is to 
be inflicted upon him by the Sanhedrin. 
Even stronger than the apostles’ faith and their resolve to undergo persecution for the sake of the Lord’s name is the 
over-all power and authority of God’s Word. When the high priest berates Pater and his companions for teaching in 
Jesus’ name. Peter responds simply that obedience to God is more important than following a human mandate. Those 
who are witnesses of Jesus execution and exaltation, those who have been granted the power of the Holy Spirit, must 
teach in Jesus’ name. What we are to see in this debate is that Peter and those with him are not speaking by their own 
authority; it is by the power of God that they are able to testify to God’s amazing desire to forgive those who are willing  
to embrace repentance. Furthermore, we see in this encounter the beginning of a sense of revelry in martyrdom; the 
apostles leave the Sanhedrin rejoicing because they were “worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name”  

THE SECOND READING: REVELATION 5:11-14 
In this  apocalyptic vision, John sees and hears things never before encountered: the voices of angels, elders gathered  
around the throne, and “every creature in heaven and on earth and under earth and in the sea” singing praise to the 
one on the throne. And four living creatures shouting “Amen!” This is the heavenly liturgy, the work of every creature 
attuned to praise God. The beauty of this multitude of God’s creation focused upon the divine throne is beyond com-
pare. 
In the two stanzas of the song sung around the throne, “honor and glory and blessing” are given first to the “Lamb that 
was slain,” the risen Lord who sits at the Father’s right hand and subsequently, to both the Lamb of God and the Father 
who sits upon the throne. This reveals that the Church is called to bow down in utter selflessness before the power of 
God who alone is worthy to receive the fullness of worship. 

THE GOSPEL: JOHN 21:1-9 
Chapter 21 of John’s Gospel is considered to be an appendix to the original manuscript.  It represents the third and fi-
nal time that Jesus appeared to His disciples after His resurrection. 
What makes this story so compelling is imaging the underlying mood of Peter and the other disciples as they continue 
to grieve the loss of their friend and try to made sense of what life will look like going forward. It is Peter who first an-
nounces to his friends, “ I am going fishing.” We who are reading the story might well say to ourselves, “Well, of course 
you are, Peter! What took you so long? After all, you once were a great fisherman.” It should make perfect  sense to us 
that in this moment  of crisis and transition, Peter would want to return to former profession. 
The other disciples make no hesitation in following Peter into the boat, “but that night they caught nothing.” Perhaps 
we are to see in their inability to make a catch that their former skills at fishing have been replaced by a new skill: hear-
ing and following the voice of the Lord. In the morning, after returning to the shore with empty nets, they hear the 
commend  of the unrecognizable risen Jesus to cast the net on the right side of the boat. Their obedience yields to a 
catch so big that they are unable to haul it ashore.  
Who is the first to make sense of the mysterious catch? It is the beloved disciple of the Lord, the one to whom Jesus 
commended the care of his mother as the two stood below at the cross. He announces to Peter, “ it is the Lord.” Simon 
Peter hears this prophetic voice and responds with an overwhelming display of awe, reverence, and joy. Scholars sug-
gest that Peter jumping into the sea is a form of self Baptism by which he symbolizes a newly found commitment to the 
risen Lord.  
 What follows this baptismal allusion is a scene that is very Eucharistic in nature. Jesus commands his disciples to bring 
ashore some of the newly caught fish. John is oddly precise about the number. 153 large fish. Some believe that the 
number corresponds to the 153,000 that were needed to construct the Temple in Jerusalem.   
The meal continues with the risen Jesus uttering the invitation for the disciples to join him, as he “took” bread and 
“gave” it to them, and “in  like manner the fish.” Clearly, the discovery of Jesus’ true identity is linked to Eucharistic 
hospitality, by which he is able to nurture and sustain the faith of those who follow him. 
Just as contemporary celebration of the Eucharist leads to a commissioning of those who have been fed, so too does 
this breakfast on the seashore end in a grand commissioning. As Jesus elicits from Peter three statements of faith, he 
also commands Peter and the other disciples to go out into the world to care for his flock. First, he tells Peter, “feed my 
sheep,” Then he instructs him, “Tend my sheep.” Finally a third time, Jesus makes an allusion to the kind of death Peter 
will die in offering his service to the Lord. In suffering persecution and resentment, Peter “will stretch out [his] hands” 
and will be led to where he does not want to go. This is meant to parallel the Lord’s own passion, during which Peter 
denied having any sort of relationship with Jesus. At the end of this intimate post-resurrection appearance , the Lord 
utters the same words he used to summon Peter and the other fisherman away from their nets and boats at the begin-
ning of his earthly mission “Follow me.”  



MAY, THE MONTH OF MARY 


