


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 8, 2022 

Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5 [3c]/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:27-30 

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4/Jn 10:1-10 

Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/Jn 12:44-50 

Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27/Jn 13:16-20 

Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab/Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/Jn 15:9-17 

Next Sunday: Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-

33a, 34-3 

BOOK CLUB 

We are reading another selection from a popular 

author with the Book Club, Mitch Albom, ti-

tled The First Phone Call from Heaven. In this 

magical novel, a small town's residents start re-

ceiving phone calls and the voices say they are 

calling from heaven.  Soon the town and outsid-

ers are gripped with "miracle fever".  Mitch Al-

bom takes readers on a breathtaking ride of fren-

zied hope.  Our next meeting is after Tuesday 

evening Mass on May 10.   

SAINT JOHN OF AVILA 
Born in the Castile region 
of Spain, John was sent at 
the age of 14 to the Uni-
versity of Salamanca to 
study law. He later moved 
to Alcala, where he stud-

ied philosophy and theol-
ogy before his ordina-
tion as a diocesan 
priest. 
After John’s parents 

died and left him as their sole heir to a considerable 
fortune, he distributed his money to the poor. In 
1527, he traveled to Seville, hoping to become a mis-
sionary in Mexico. The archbishop of that city per-
suaded him to stay and spread the faith in Andalusia. 
During nine years of work there, he developed a repu-
tation as an engaging preacher, a perceptive spiritual 
director, and a wise confessor. 
Because John was not afraid to denounce vice in high 
places, he was investigated by the Inquisition but was 
cleared in 1533. He later worked in Cordoba and then 
in Granada, where he organized the University of Ba-
eza, the first of several colleges run by diocesan 
priests who dedicated themselves to teaching and giv-
ing spiritual direction to young people. 
He was friends with Saints Francis Borgia, Ignatius of 
Loyola, John of God, John of the Cross, Peter of Alcan-
tara, and Teresa of Avila. John of Avila worked closely 
with members of the Society of Jesus and helped their 
growth within Spain and its colonies. John’s mystical 
writings have been translated into several languages. 
He was beatified in 1894, canonized in 1970, and de-
clared a doctor of the Church on October 7, 2012. St. 
John of Avila's liturgical feast is celebrated on May 10. 

REFLECTION 
Saint John of Avila knew that the lives of Christians 
can contradict the Good News of Jesus Christ—for ex-
ample thinking racism is OK—implicitly encouraging 
Christians to live their faith-halfheartedly, and causing 
obstacles to non-Christians who might accept Bap-
tism. In 16th-century Spain, those who advocated re-
forming the Church were often suspected of heresy. 
Saint John of Avila held his ground and was eventually 
recognized as a very reliable teacher of the Christian 
faith. 
 

FIRST COMMUNION, SATURDAY, MAY 21ST 

First Communion will be celebrated Saturday, 

May 21st @ the 5:30 Mass. Please keep the chil-

dren and their families in your prayers as they 

continue to prepare for this very important  sac-

rament. 



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 

We are almost halfway through the Easter Season and one might ask, "Why?" Why is it necessary to carry on the cele-
bration of Easter? There are several answers to this question. One answer might be that we continue the celebration 
with joy and solemnity for the same amount of time as the Lenten season where the focus was on penance, prayer and 
alms giving. Another reason might be that we extend the celebration to the Feast of Pentecost, the birthday of the 
Church. However, the most important reason of all is that we are celebrating the opening of the gates of heaven to all 
the faithful. These gates had been shut since our first parents sinned. Now, because we can approach God with assur-
ance of His love and know that the sacrifice of His Son, on our behalf, earned for us a place in heaven, we should contin-
ue to celebrate and thank God for His infinite love and mercy. Also, there might be another reason, one that most peo-
ple are not aware of; and that is God is always willing to balance our faults and failures with His grace and forgiveness.  
 

THE FIRST READING IS FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES (13:14, 43-52).  
 

The last line of this reading provides us with the attitude and atmosphere of the entire scene. By this time, Paul and Bar-
nabas have directed their preaching to the Gentiles and some converted Jews because the majority of the Jews rejected 
their teaching. When the Holy Spirit came upon these new Christians, they experienced the saving power of God and 
were anxious to spread the Good News. They were given a new lease on this life and the assurance of eternal life. Thus, 
the "disciples (not just the apostles) were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit" and so they continued to celebrate as we 
should do today because we are the disciples of today.  

 
THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM IS (100:1- 5).  

 
This was originally a processional hymn sung upon entering the great temple in Jerusalem for very special occasions. 
Today we consider it an appropriate song to be sung by people entering the gates of heaven; but since we are not 
aware of that procedure, we use it during this season to acknowledge those gates being opened to all the faithful by 
Jesus the "Lamb who was slain, but is now alive."  
 

THE SECOND READING IS TAKEN FROM THE BOOK OF REVELATION (7:9, 14- 17). 
  

The visions of the writer, John, are visions of the future in heaven for those who accepted Christ and struggled through 
this life by the grace of God and the direction of the Holy Spirit. We can be counted among "the countless number" pre-
sent at the never-ending worshipping of Christ, "the Lamb that was slain." This is where God's “balancing act” reaches 
its triumph. Yes!  

 
THE GOSPEL READING IS FROM THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN (10:27-30).  

 
In this short reading, we have the essence of Christ, the Divine Shepherd, who has laid down His life for His people. Now 
He stands ready to lead His people into the divine pasture of heaven where we will be safe and "never perish." Is this 
reason enough to continue our Easter celebration? Absolutely!  
"Celebrating" doesn't have to be with a great deal of fanfare, music, flowers or incense. It is a condition of the heart and 
mind. When meditating on what Jesus has done for us, we should never run out of gratitude, praise and thanksgiving. 
This is the kind of celebration that God wants from us. Further, if we are still not convinced, we should think about how 
Jesus, the Son of God, forgave Peter three times after Peter had denied Jesus three times (See: John 21:15-17). He will 
do the same for us when we come to Him with a contrite heart. Something to think about (and celebrate) during your 
prayer time this week!  



MAY, THE MONTH OF MARY 


