


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 15, 2022 

Sundays: Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 

34-35 

Monday: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16/Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21/Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12/Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/

Jn 14:23-29 

SAINT MARGARET OF CORTONA 

Margaret was born of farming 

parents in Laviano, Tuscany. Her 

mother died when Margaret was 

seven; life with her stepmother 

was so difficult that Margaret 

moved out. For nine years she 

lived with Arsenio, though they 

were not married, and she bore 

him a son. In those years, she had 

doubts about her situation. 

Somewhat like Saint Augustine, she prayed for puri-

ty—but not just yet. 

One day she was waiting for Arsenio and was instead 

met by his dog. The animal led Margaret into the for-

est where she found Arsenio murdered. This crime 

shocked Margaret into a life of penance. She and her 

son returned to Laviano, where she was not well re-

ceived by her stepmother. They then went to Cortona, 

where her son eventually became a friar. 

In 1277, three years after her conversion, Margaret 

became a Franciscan tertiary. Under the direction of 

her confessor, who sometimes had to order her to 

moderate her self-denial, she pursued a life of prayer 

and penance at Cortona. There she established a hos-

pital and founded a congregation of tertiary sisters. 

The poor and humble Margaret was, like Francis, de-

voted to the Eucharist and to the passion of Jesus. 

These devotions fueled her great charity and drew sin-

ners to her for advice and inspiration. She was canon-

ized in 1728. St. Margaret of Cortona's liturgical feast 

is celebrated on February 22. 

REFLECTION 

Seeking forgiveness is sometimes difficult work. It is 

made easier by meeting people who, without trivializ-

ing our sins, assure us that God rejoices over our re-

pentance. Being forgiven lifts a weight and prompts us 

to acts of charity. 

FIRST COMMUNION, SATURDAY, MAY 21ST 

First Communion will be celebrated Saturday, 

May 21st @ the 5:30 Mass. Please keep the chil-

dren and their families in your prayers as they 

continue to prepare for this very important  sac-

rament. Anastasia Chenard, Molly Downey, 

Dominick Ducey, Coyen Hancock, Javier Gutierrer 

Moran, Owen Stellingworth, Jude Suyo, Wendy 

Vargas  



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 

How often have you heard, or perhaps you have said it yourself, "There is nothing new under the sun"? The Readings 
for the Fifth Sunday of Easter would not agree with that. In addition, they tell us that we often have to struggle to do 
something new or to get a new project started; but with the Grace of God, and if it is His will, it will get done.  
 

THE FIRST READING IS FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES (14:21-27) 
 
At first, this passage sounds like a travel log; but it tells us of the struggles and effort that Paul and Barnabas faced and 
overcame in getting several small church-communities started. Their preaching reflected their own hardships when 
they talked about the "the kingdom of God" for this was a new concept to the Gentiles. However, their efforts bore fruit 
and by the Grace of God many were converted to the faith. Sometimes we might struggle with some aspect of our faith, 
but we should not try to resolve it by our own efforts. Take it into prayer and ask God to give you the Grace to under-
stand and accept.  

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM IS (145:8-13) 
 
This psalm is one that Paul and Barnabas might have sung after completing their first journey and returning to Antioch. 
They were filled with divine insight and could see the beginnings of God's kingdom developing here on earth, one that 
will last "for all ages."  

THE SECOND READING IS TAKEN FROM THE BOOK OF REVELATION (21:1-5A) 
 
The visions of the writer, John, are visions of the future in heaven for those who accept Christ and struggled through 
this life by the Grace of God and the direction of the Holy Spirit. The Book of Revelation is not about “gloom and doom” 
in this world as much as it is a message of encouragement to persevere through the struggles of this world faithfully 
because the kingdom of God, the “New Jerusalem” that awaits us, is far greater and will last forever.  
 

THE GOSPEL READING IS FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (13:31-33A, 34-35).  
 
The “hour has come,” and Jesus is about to undergo His Passion and Death. This was His mission and His destiny. By 
fulfilling it, He would give Glory to His Father who sent Him; and by fulfilling His mission, the Father would also be glori-
fied. Some people mistakenly see this as an angry father sending his son to die because mankind sinned. This is not the 
case. Mankind's sin caused a breach between God and His creation that could only be healed by a divine offering that 
only God could give. So, out of His divine love, the Father sent His Son to be that divine offering. The Resurrection is a 
sign of the Father's approval and acceptance. This is the greatest gift of LOVE that could be given. Therefore, Jesus com-
mands us to imitate the Father's love by giving us a "new commandment" to love one another.  
 
When we acknowledge and accept Jesus as "my Lord and my God" as St. Thomas did and we continue to live according 
to Jesus' teachings, we are on the threshold of something “new.” The kingdom and eternal life begins to take hold at 
that point in time, not in the future, after death or at the end of time. (See John: 5:24) Something to think about during 
your prayer time this week!  



MAY, THE MONTH OF MARY 

It is a centuries-old custom of Catholics to dedicate the month of May to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The month of May is always part 

of the Easter season, the fifty days we celebrate in the liturgy the Resurrection of Our Lord, a time also of awaiting the outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The celebration of May as a Marian month fits well with the liturgical celebrations of Easter and 

Pentecost as we recall Mary’s great joy in her Son’s victory over death as well as her presence with the apostles in the upper room 

prayerfully awaiting the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

In this Year of Faith, it is good to consider the faith of Mary. At the Visitation, Elizabeth said to Mary: Blessed are you who believed 

that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled. When we think of our Blessed Mother, we recognize that she is in-

deed blessed, not only because she was the Mother of Jesus, but because she believed in the Lord’s words. She believed with all 

her heart and said “yes” to become the Mother of the Messiah and Son of God. She allowed herself to be led by God’s grace 

throughout her life, a life rooted in a deep faith in God. She became her Son’s first and most perfect disciple. 

In our pilgrimage of faith, we walk always with Mary at our side. She is our model of faith and she helps us with her prayers to live 

by faith. She teaches us to believe as she believed. 

During this month of May, we pay special honor to our Blessed Mother. In 1965, Pope Paul VI wrote a short encyclical on the 

month of May. He wrote that May is an occasion for a “moving tribute of faith and love which Catholics in every part of the world 

pay to the Queen of Heaven. During this month Christians, both in church and in the privacy of the home, offer up to Mary from 

their hearts an especially fervent and loving homage of prayer and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits of God’s mercy 

come down to us from her throne in greater abundance.” 

I recommend the observance of May as a Marian month. Many churches and schools have celebrations of the crowning of images 

of Our Lady. This is a beautiful custom that expresses our love for the Mother of God as our Queen. Other Marian devotions are 

particularly fitting in the month of May. Of course, the holy rosary is always a wonderful prayer to enter more deeply into the mys-

teries of Christ’s life with Mary. It is a Gospel prayer. 

All honor that we give to Mary is ordered to, and leads to, the adoration of God. Devotion to Mary fosters within us a faithful ad-

herence to her Son. When we crown images of Mary, we are honoring her. In honoring Mary, we are ultimately praising God for 

the grace He bestowed on her. 

We all probably have our favorite images of Mary as well as our favorite devotions: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our Lady of Fatima, 

Our Lady of Lourdes, Mother of Perpetual Help, the Miraculous Medal, etc. The many images and devotions express various as-

pects of Our Lady’s vocation and mission. They help us to know the virtues of Mary and remind us to turn to her for her interces-

sion. 

I invite you to pray with Mary during this Marian month. Let us especially commend to her our prayers for life, marriage, and reli-

gious liberty. Let us all place ourselves in the school of Mary to learn from her how to love God more fervently and to love one an-

other as her Son has loved us. 

May the Blessed Virgin Mary intercede for us and draw us closer to Christ her Son!                       -Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades  


