


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 22, 2022 

Sunday: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 

14:23-29 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8/Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/ Jn 16:16-20 Friday: Acts 18:9-

18/ /Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/ Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10/Jn 16:23b-28 

Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/ Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23 or 

Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23/Lk 24:46-53  

BOOK CLUB 

SAINT BEDE THE VENERABLE 

Bede is one of the few saints honored 
as such even during his lifetime. His 
writings were filled with such faith 
and learning that even while he was 

still alive, a Church council ordered them to be read 
publicly in the churches. 
At an early age, Bede was entrusted to the care of the 
abbot of the Monastery of St. Paul, Jarrow. The happy 
combination of genius and the instruction of scholarly, 
saintly monks, produced a saint and an extraordinary 
scholar, perhaps the most outstanding one of his day. 
He was deeply versed in all the sciences of his times: 
natural philosophy, the philosophical principles of Ar-
istotle, astronomy, arithmetic, grammar, ecclesiastical 
history, the lives of the saints and especially, holy 
Scripture. 
From the time of his ordination to the priesthood at 
30—he had been ordained a deacon at 19—till his 
death, Bede was ever occupied with learning, writing, 
and teaching. Besides the many books that he copied, 
he composed 45 of his own, including 30 commen-
taries on books of the Bible. 
His Ecclesiastical History of the English People is com-
monly regarded as of decisive importance in the art 
and science of writing history. A unique era was com-
ing to an end at the time of Bede’s death: It had ful-
filled its purpose of preparing Western Christianity to 
assimilate the non-Roman barbarian North. Bede rec-
ognized the opening to a new day in the life of the 
Church even as it was happening. 
Although eagerly sought by kings and other notables, 
even Pope Sergius, Bede managed to remain in his 
own monastery until his death. Only once did he leave 
for a few months in order to teach in the school of the 
archbishop of York. Bede died in 735 praying his favor-
ite prayer: “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit. As in the beginning, so now, 
and forever.” 

REFLECTION 
Though his History is the greatest legacy Bede has left 
us, his work in all the sciences, especially in Scripture, 
should not be overlooked. During his last Lent, Bede 
worked on a translation of the Gospel of Saint 
John into English, completing it the day he died. But of 
this work “to break the word to the poor and un-
learned” nothing remains today. 

FIRST COMMUNION, SATURDAY, MAY 21ST 

First Communion was celebrated Saturday, May 

21st @ the 5:30 Mass. Please keep the children 

and their families in your prayers as they contin-

ue on their faith journey. Anastasia Chenard, 

Molly Downey, Dominic Ducy, Coyen Hancock, 

Wendy Vargas Hernandez, Oliver Moore, Javier 

Gutierrer Moran, Jude Suyo,  

Confessions of A Mega Church Pastor: How I Dis-
covered the Hidden Treasures of the Catholic 
Church by Allen Hunt. 

Tens of thousands of American adults join the 
Catholic Church every year. Why? What is it that 
attracts them to Catholicism?  In Confessions of a 
Mega-Church Pastor, Allen Hunt unveils the treas-
ures of Catholicism that many life-long Catholics 
simply do not fully realize. He demonstrates the 
genius of Catholicism and encourages us to move 
beyond taking our faith for granted.   

There may still be some free copies of this book 
available on the shelves by the side entrance to 
the church.  We will meet after mass 
on Wednesday, June 8.  It will be our last meeting 
before summer break. 



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
 

The Entrance Antiphon, which we seldom hear at Sunday Mass, is really the theme for this Sunday's Readings. It is tak-
en loosely from Isaiah 48:20 and says: "Speak out with a voice of Joy; let it be heard to the ends of the earth. The Lord 
has set His people free. Alleluia!" The Readings for today reflect this bold statement clearly. 
  

The First Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles (15:1-2, 22-29). 
 

 This passage (which is often called the “First Ecumenical Council of the Christian Church”) refers to the first known 
meeting of all the leaders of the Church at that time. They came together to discuss and resolve the question: "Do new 
Gentile converts to the faith need to abide by the Jewish rituals of initiation?" Such a requirement would have caused 
unnecessary hardships that would have no meaning to non-Jewish converts. After much discussion and prayer to the 
Holy Spirit for guidance, it was decided that Gentile converts did not have to endure certain Jewish customs. This was a 
great gift of freedom for these new and enthusiastic people who embraced the faith with such vigor. It gave the whole 
Church reason to rejoice.  
 

The Responsorial Psalm is (67:2-8).  
 

The Gentile converts probably sang this song after learning of the need to be baptized only in order to join the new 
Christian faith. This Psalm praises God for “freeing" the nations (Gentiles) not only from the Jewish initiation require-
ments, but more importantly from the stranglehold of sin and its consequences.  
 

The Second Reading is taken from the Book of Revelation (21:10-23).  
 

With this passage we continue the thought from last week, that is, of the New Jerusalem, the City of God, or Heaven. 
There we will be free of all “needs” because the presence of God will be sufficient and will fulfill all our needs. This in-
cludes the earthly need for temple or sun, moon, or any other created light. God in our midst, along with Jesus the 
Lamb that was slain, will be enough for all. What a great “freedom” this really will be for all who are faithful.  
 

The Gospel Reading is from the Gospel of St. John (14:23-29).  
 

Here we have two great announcements from Jesus that seem to be opposed to our general theme. These are the emi-
nent departure of Jesus from this world and the coming of the Holy Spirit. This latter concept was something that the 
apostles knew little about; and new things can often be disturbing. However, Jesus assures them that His love for them 
and their love for each other will be the binding force needed to survive all struggles.  
 
This brief passage from John's Gospel has so much theology in it that we must not let it pass too quickly. The command 
to Love, the sending of the Holy Spirit and finally, the Peace of Christ which is contained in Jesus' last instruction to His 
apostles and to everyone down through the ages "...keep my word (or teachings) for the word you hear is not mine but 
that of the Father who sent me." Here, Jesus gives all of us a command to love one another as a reflection of His love 
for His Father and for all creation. It should be taken seriously and so we are challenged to examine our lifestyle and to 
renew our pledge to be a loving people. Something to think about during your Prayer Time this week!  



MAY, THE MONTH OF MARY 


