


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 23, 2022 

SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE   

Jude is so named by Luke 
and Acts. Matthew and 
Mark call him Thaddeus. 
He is not mentioned else-
where in the Gospels, ex-
cept of course where all 
the apostles are men-
tioned. Scholars hold that 
he is not the author of 
the Letter of Jude. Actual-
ly, Jude had the same 

name as Judas Iscariot. Evidently because of the dis-
grace of that name, it was shortened to “Jude” in 
English. 
 

Simon is mentioned on all four lists of the apostles. 
On two of them he is called “the Zealot.” The Zealots 
were a Jewish sect that represented an extreme of 
Jewish nationalism. For them, the messianic promise 
of the Old Testament meant that the Jews were to be 
a free and independent nation. God alone was their 
king, and any payment of taxes to the Romans—the 
very domination of the Romans—was a blasphemy 
against God. No doubt some of the Zealots were the 
spiritual heirs of the Maccabees, carrying on their 
ideals of religion and independence. But many were 
the counterparts of modern terrorists. They raided 
and killed, attacking both foreigners and 
“collaborating” Jews. They were chiefly responsible 
for the rebellion against Rome which ended in the 
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 
 

REFLECTION 
As in the case of all the apostles except for Peter, 
James and John, we are faced with men who are real-
ly unknown, and we are struck by the fact that their 
holiness is simply taken to be a gift of Christ. He 
chose some unlikely people: a former Zealot, a for-
mer (crooked) tax collector, an impetuous fisherman, 
two “sons of thunder,” and a man named Judas Iscar-
iot. 
 

It is a reminder that we cannot receive too often. Ho-
liness does not depend on human merit, culture, per-
sonality, effort, or achievement. It is entirely God’s 
creation and gift. God needs no Zealots to bring 
about the kingdom by force. Jude, like all the saints, 
is the saint of the impossible: Only God can create his 
divine life in human beings. And God wills to do so, 

We are in need of new volunteers to help us meet 
our parish's commitment to the Hartsville Soup 
Kitchen.  If you are interested in helping us out, 
please contact Richard Zuendt at 843-335-5310 for 
details. 

ST. MARY’S MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
Mission: To grow closer to God by providing addi-
tional outlets for our youth to interact with other 
Catholic youth within our parish. 
Who: 5th-8th graders of registered St. Mary’s 
families 
When: The youth group will meet twice a month 
for a dinner and a social event (movie or games) 
and for lunch and a service project.  The first 
meeting will be on Saturday, November 5 follow-
ing the 5:30 pm Mass.  We will meet in the Parish 
Hall for dinner and a movie.  Pick-up will be at 
9:00 pm.  The second meeting will be on Satur-
day, November 19 from noon to 2:00 pm.  We 
will meet in the Parish Hall for lunch and a service 
project. 
Contact: Whitney and Danny Dorsel 
at whitneydorsel@gmail.com and dannydorsel@y
ahoo.com 
RSVP: For a 5th-8th grader to participate, his or 
her parent or guardian must contact Whitney or 
Danny by Tuesday, November 1. 

Sunday: Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/Ps 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23 [7a]/2 
Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14 
Monday: Eph 4:32—5:8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 13:10-17 
Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Lk 13:18-21 
Wednesday: Eph 6:1-9/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14/Lk 
13:22-30 
Thursday: Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Lk 13:31-35 
Friday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 6:12-16 
Saturday: Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2, 3, 5cdef/Lk 14:1, 7-11 
Next Sunday: Wis 11:22—12:2/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 
14/2 Thes 1:11—2:2/Lk 19:1-10 

BOOK CLUB 

The Autobiography of a Hunted Priest by John Gerard,S.J. 
tells the story of a Jesuit priest in Elizabethan England at a 
time when to be a Catholic priest was considered treason 
and could mean imprisonment and torture.  It is full of in-
trigue - disguise, danger, hide-outs, "priest hunters", cap-
ture and escape, all while saying Mass, preaching, con-
verting the lost and ministering to the faithful in se-
cret.  Truth can be stranger than fiction. We will meet sec-
ond Tuesday, November 8, after evening Mass.  



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

The subject of the Readings for today is Humility just as it was a few weeks ago (September 4), so why would 
the Church bring this subject up again? Because humility is something that almost everyone thinks they have 
and, unfortunately, most of us do not. So what is humility? Let us go through the readings and see examples 
of this great, but seldom understood, virtue.  
In the First Reading from the Book of Sirach (35:12-14, 16-18), the writer is expounding some of the many 
divine qualities of God. Please notice the examples of certain people that God hears and helps, e.g., the 
weak, the oppressed, the deaf, widows, etc. These are not necessarily poor people; rather, they are those 
who approach God in prayer with humility, recognizing their needs and their dependence upon God for help. 
The Responsorial Psalm is (34:2 3, 17-19, 23).  
The Psalmist is also giving us many qualities of God that are related to those who seek help from the Lord, 
recognizing their own faults and failures and taking refuge in Him.  
The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy (4:6-8, 16-18). The time of the writing of 
this letter is near the end of St. Paul's life. He is in prison in Rome and recognizes that the end is near. He has 
already been saved from one execution ("rescued from the lion's mouth”). Here he is pouring out his 
thoughts to Timothy about his ministry over the years and his situation now. He rejoices that he has served 
God well and, because of his close relationship with Jesus Christ, God is pleased with him. Therefore, the fate 
that is coming will only bring Him into heaven sooner. This is the ultimate in humility.  
The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel of Luke (18:9-14). It is so easy for the healthy and wealthy to 
be pleased with themselves and to look down upon those who haven't "made it" in this life. But, listen to 
what Jesus says in this parable. He is not condemning wealth or social status or good health. Rather, he is 
saying that we must recognize that all of these things ultimately came from God in some way or another and 
that we should constantly give thanks to Him for His mercy and goodness. Recognizing and accepting this 
fact about ourselves is the essence of humility.  
We must try to understand the spiritual (or Biblical) meaning of Humility. It does not mean to demean or be-
little oneself. Instead, humility means to recognize who and what we are in the eyes of God and who God is 
in our life. Then we must learn to recognize that all of our possessions, talents and good qualities are God's 
gift to us. What we do with them is our gift to God! No one is a "self-made" person. We all arrived at where 
we are today with the help of others. So, the question that we might ask ourselves is "Have I given thought 
or thanks to those who have helped me along the way?" Something to think about during your Prayer Time 
this week!  

 
THE THIRITH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



   


