


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 13, 2022 

HOW DO I USE THE                                                         

PARISH SUBSCRIPTION TO FORMED 

Registering for FORMED is easier than ever: 
1. Go to Formed.org/signup 
2. Select your Parish (St. Mary) 
3. Register with your name and email 
4. Check that email account for a link to begin 

using Formed. (Call 843-332-7773 or email 
stmary2@ymail.com for more help.) 

  SAINT ALBERT THE GREAT 
Albert the Great was a 13th-century German Domini-
can who decisively influenced the Church’s stance 
toward Aristotelian philosophy brought to Europe by 
the spread of Islam. 
Students of philosophy know him as the master of 
Thomas Aquinas. Albert’s attempt to understand Ar-
istotle’s writings established the climate in which 
Thomas Aquinas developed his synthesis of Greek 
wisdom and Christian theology. But Albert deserves 
recognition on his own merits as a curious, honest, 
and diligent scholar. 
He was the eldest son of a powerful and wealthy Ger-
man lord of military rank. He was educated in the lib-
eral arts. Despite fierce family opposition, he entered 
the Dominican novitiate. 
His boundless interests prompted him to write a 
compendium of all knowledge: natural science, logic, 
rhetoric, mathematics, astronomy, ethics, economics, 
politics, and metaphysics. His explanation of learning 
took 20 years to complete. “Our intention,” he said, 
“is to make all the aforesaid parts of knowledge intel-
ligible to the Latins.” 
He achieved his goal while serving as an educator at 
Paris and Cologne, as Dominican provincial, and even 
as bishop of Regensburg for a short time. He defend-
ed the mendicant orders and preached the Crusade 
in Germany and Bohemia. 
Albert, a Doctor of the Church, is the patron of scien-
tists and philosophers. 
 

REFLECTION 
An information glut faces us Christians today in all 
branches of learning. One needs only to read current 
Catholic periodicals to experience the varied reac-
tions to the findings of the social sciences, for exam-
ple, in regard to Christian institutions, Christian life-
styles, and Christian theology. Ultimately, in canoniz-
ing Albert, the Church seems to point to his openness 
to truth, wherever it may be found, as his claim to 
holiness. His characteristic curiosity prompted Albert 
to mine deeply for wisdom within a philosophy his 
Church warmed to with great difficulty. 

SACRED SILENCE 

Sacred silence is a sign of reverence while you are 
in sacred space. Please be mindful of others in 
prayer before and after Mass. 

We are in need of new volunteers to help us meet 
our parish's commitment to the Hartsville Soup 
Kitchen.  If you are interested in helping us out, 
please contact Richard Zuendt at 843-335-5310 for 
details. 

Sunday: Mal 3:19-20a/Ps 98:5-6, 7-8, 9/2 Thes 3:7-12/Lk 
21:5-19 
Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 19:11-28 
 
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Lk 19:41
-44 
Friday: Rv 10:8-11/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131/Lk 
19:45-48 
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10/Lk 20:27-40 
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 5:1-3/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5/Col 1:12-20/
Lk 23:35-43 

SOUP KITCHEN 

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS 

Thursday, November 24th is Thanksgiving Day.  
Mass will be at 9:00am, there will not be a 
6:00pm Mass that evening.  
Friday, November 24th we will have a Commun-
ion Service @12:10pm.  

St. Mary Prayer Shawl Ministry is giving away an Af-
ghan made by four of our members. This is a gift to our par-
ish. If you wish to enter please complete the green entry 
form you will find in your pews and place it in the collection 
boxes.  One entry per family please. The drawing will be 
held on Sunday November 20.  

PRAYER SHAWL DRAWING 



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

In several passages of the New Testament, the "Day of the Lord" is used to denote the Second Coming of 
Christ or, in the Old Testament, a day of judgment that would spell gloom and doom for those who have not 
been faithful to the God of Israel. Either way, there is a sense of judgment in the readings and the theme for 
this 33"ISunday, the next to the last Sunday in this Liturgical Year. It is a timely message!  
 
The First Reading is from the Prophet Malachi (3:19-20A). The time is the early part of the 5th century BC 
when Israel was in great turmoil after the end of the Babylonian Exile. There was much corruption and un-
faithfulness to God. The message here is that all humanity must eventually take sides to choose "good" or 
"evil" because "a Day is coming" when there will be a reckoning and all must be judged. Today, we look upon 
this "day of reckoning" as the Last Judgment when the Son of God, Jesus Christ, the "Son of justice" will sit in 
judgment over the "living and the dead." This is when all mankind will be held accountable for their actions 
and omissions, heir deeds and misdeeds.  
 
In the Responsorial Psalm (98:5-9), the Psalmist represents God's faithful followers who are singing praises 
to the One who sits in judgment. The faithful have no need to worry for God "will rule the world with justice 
and equity."  
 
The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Thessalonians (3:7-12). At the time this letter 
was written, it was commonly thought by some of the early Christians that the Day of the Lord, the Second 
coming, was eminent in their lifetime. As a result, many people just stopped doing every-day chores, duties 
and daily work. This became a major problem for those who saw a need to continue a "normal" pace. Even 
St. Paul tells the people to continue working as he did to earn their "daily bread."  
 
In the Gospel Reading from Luke (21:5-19), we hear Jesus prophesy about the great destruction of Jerusa-
lem that was about to happen. All of this came about in 70 AD as a result of the persecution of the Christians, 
first by the Jews and then by the Romans. It was a Day of Judgment for the Jewish people who did not accept 
Christ; but it was not the end of the world. Jesus then goes on to talk about the greater Day of Judgment that 
we will all face some day, first when we die and then again at the end of the world.  
 
Traditionally, November is a month where our attention is directed to remembering our deceased relatives 
and friends (All Saints and All Souls Day) and to our own mortality and judgment. This is not done in a spirit 
of fear; rather, it is done in a spirit of preparedness when we are reminded that we are mortals and we will 
go to join our relatives and friends someday. November is also the end of the Church's Liturgical Year and the 
two subjects should be "flags" to our spiritual lives that say: "Are YOU prepared?" Something to think about 
during your prayer time this week!  

  THE 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



WHAT THE SAINTS SAY ABOUT HEAVEN 

 

St. Faustina wrote extensively about her spiritual travels to both paradise and perdition in her diaries, which have been endorsed 
by the Church as approved revelations. After Faustina was traumatized by her visions of hell, she was given the Divine Mercy pray-
er to share with the world as a weapon in the war to save souls. But sadly, less attention has been given to her encouraging visions 
of heaven, about which she wrote: “Today I was in heaven, in spirit, and I saw its unconceivable beauties and the happiness that 
awaits us after death. I saw how all creatures give ceaseless praise and glory to God. I saw how great is happiness in God, which 
spreads to all creatures, making them happy; and then all the glory and praise which springs from this happiness returns to its 
source; and they enter into the depths of God, contemplating the inner life of God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, whom 
they will never comprehend or fathom. This source of happiness is unchanging in its essence, but it is always new, gushing forth 
happiness for all creatures.”  

St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori told a story shared with him by a superior of the Jesuit order about a different superior who ap-
peared to him after his death and gave a detailed report about what sort of treatment different people could expect in heaven. 
According to the departed superior, the rewards of heaven are not equal for all who enter, but all who enter are equally satisfied: 
“Now I am in heaven, Philip II, king of Spain, is in heaven as well. We both are enjoying the eternal rewards of paradise, but they 
are very different for us. My happiness is much greater than his, for it is not like when we were still on earth, for then he was roy-
alty and I was a commoner. We were as far apart as the earth and sky, but now it has been reversed: As lowly as I was compared 
to the king on earth, I now exceed him in glory in heaven. However, we are both happy, and our hearts are completely satisfied.”  

Pope St. Gregory the Great spoke of the supernatural unity between the entire communion of Saints in heaven, and their seem-
ingly infinite knowledge: “Beside all this, a more wonderful grace is bestowed upon the Saints in heaven: for they know not only 
them with whom they were acquainted in this world, but also those whom before they never saw, and converse with them in such 
familiar sort as though in times past they had seen and known one another: and therefore when they shall see the ancient fathers 
in that place of perpetual bliss, they shall then know them by sight, whom always they knew in their lives and conversation. For 
seeing they do in that place with unspeakable brightness, common to all, behold God, what is there that they know not, that know 
him who knoweth all things?’ Meanwhile, other saints have offered similarly joyous visions and descriptions of heaven:  

St. Augustine: “There, good will shall be so ordered in us that we shall have no other desire than to remain there eternally.”  

St. Philip Neri: “If we only got to heaven, what a sweet and easy thing it will be there to be always saying with the angels and the 
saints, ‘Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus.’”  

St. Anselm of Canterbury: “No one will have any other desire in heaven than what God wills; and the desire of one will be the de-
sire of all; and the desire of all and of each one will also be the desire of God.”  

St. Jean Vianney: “O my dear parishioners, let us endeavor to get to heaven! There we shall see God. How happy we shall feel! If 
the parish is converted we shall go there in procession with the parish priest at the head. … We must get to heaven!”  

St. Bernadette Soubirous: “My crown in heaven should shine with innocence and its flowers should be radiant as the sun. Sacrific-
es are the flowers Jesus and Mary chose.”  

St. Thomas More: “Earth hath no sorrow that heaven cannot heal.”  

Heaven is a wonderful place, and we should all strive to get there. But perhaps the most encouraging “heavenly” quote of all  

comes from St. Therese of Lisieux, “The Little Flower,” who pointed out that as glorious as heaven is, God finds the presence of 
his children infinitely more desirable: “Our Lord does not come down from heaven every day to lie in a golden ciborium. He comes 
to find another heaven which is infinitely dearer to him—the heaven of our souls, created in his image, the living temples of the 
adorable Trinity.”  


