


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

BOOK CLUB 

SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER’ 
 
Jesus asked, “What profit would 
there be for one to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his 
life?” (Matthew 16:26a). The 
words were repeated to a young 
teacher of philosophy who had a 
highly promising career in aca-

demics, with success and a life of prestige and hon-
or before him. 
Francis Xavier, 24 at the time, and living and teach-
ing in Paris, did not heed these words at once. They 
came from a good friend, Ignatius of Loyola, whose 
tireless persuasion finally won the young man to 
Christ. Francis then made the spiritual exercises un-
der the direction of Ignatius, and in 1534, joined his 
little community, the infant Society of Jesus. To-
gether at Montmartre they vowed poverty, chastity, 
obedience, and apostolic service according to the 
directions of the pope. 
From Venice, where he was ordained a priest in 
1537, Xavier went on to Lisbon and from there 
sailed to the East Indies, landing at Goa, on the west 
coast of India. For the next 10 years he labored to 
bring the faith to such widely scattered peoples as 
the Hindus, the Malayans, and the Japanese. He 
spent much of that time in India, and served as pro-
vincial of the newly established Jesuit province of 
India. 
Wherever he went, Xavier lived with the poorest 
people, sharing their food and rough accommoda-
tions. He spent countless hours ministering to the 
sick and the poor, particularly to lepers. Very often 
he had no time to sleep or even to say his breviary 
but, as we know from his letters, he was filled al-
ways with joy. 
Xavier went through the islands of Malaysia, then 
up to Japan. He learned enough Japanese to preach 
to simple folk, to instruct, and to baptize, and to 
establish missions for those who were to follow 
him. From Japan he had dreams of going to China, 
but this plan was never realized. Before reaching 
the mainland, he died. His remains are enshrined in 
the Church of Good Jesus in Goa. He 
and Saint Thérèse of Lisieux were declared co-
patrons of the missions in 1925. 
 
Reflection 
All of us are called to “go and preach to all na-
tions—see Matthew 28:19. Our preaching is not 
necessarily on distant shores but to our families, 
our children, our husband or wife, our coworkers. 
And we are called to preach not with words, but by 
our everyday lives. Only by sacrifice, the giving up of 
all selfish gain, could Francis Xavier be free to bear 
the Good News to the world. Sacrifice is leaving 
yourself behind at times for a greater good, the 
good of prayer, the good of helping someone in 
need, the good of just listening to another. The 
greatest gift we have is our time. Francis Xavier 
gave his to others. 

SACRED SILENCE 

Sacred silence is a sign of reverence while you are 
in sacred space. Please be mindful of others in 
prayer before and after Mass. 

We are in need of new volunteers to help us meet 
our parish's commitment to the Hartsville Soup 
Kitchen.  If you are interested in helping us out, 
please contact Richard Zuendt at 843-335-5310 for 
details. 

Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 13:11-
14/Mt 24:37-44 
Monday: Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-
11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 4:18-22 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 
7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—
10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Rom 15:4
-9/Mt 3:1-12 

SOUP KITCHEN 

Many biblical scholars tend to dismiss the Christ-
mas story of the “wise men from the East” as pi-
ous legend. In his book, The Mystery of the Magi: 
The Quest to Identify the Three Wise 
Men, Dwight Longenecker makes a powerful case 
that the visit of the Magi to Bethlehem really hap-
pened. Piecing together the evidence from biblical 
studies, history, archeology, and astronomy, he 
goes further, uncovering where they came from, 
why they came, and what might have happened 
to them after eluding the murderous King Her-
od.  In the process, he provides a new and fasci-
nating view of the time and place   in which Jesus 
Christ chose to enter the world.  We will meet fol-
lowing evening Mass on Tuesday, December 13.  

Ann Soforic was the winner of the afghan  That 
was made by the women of the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry.  

PRAYER SHAWL WINNER 



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

Today we begin the season of Advent, a time of preparation and remembrance. Our preparation is for the 
"King of kings" that we celebrate today, hoping and expecting that He will come into our hearts and homes 
on Christmas day with all the peace and joy that only a loving God and Savior could bring. The remembrance 
is of the time He came to earth 2000 years ago as an infant to begin the Christian era with the divine gift of 
salvation which He holds out to all who are willing to commit themselves to His way of living.   
 
In the First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (2:1-5), we hear the prophet in the early part of the 8th century 
BC extolling the future blessings of greatness for Jerusalem which was about to be destroyed by the Assyri-
ans. Jerusalem was looked upon by the Jews as the center of the world, and the Lord's seat of presence and 
power rested there. Now it was about to be destroyed, but a new day would come and it would again shine 
with eternal light. Isaiah's purpose was to get the people to prepare for that time now, to return to the Lord 
now, and not wait another minute. We must do the same and for the same reasons.  
 
The Responsorial Psalm, (122:1-9) takes up the same theme, but at a time much later when the Israelites 
were returning from their exile in Babylon. They finally got the message that Isaiah had preached earlier. 
They were now returning to Jerusalem and were realizing a dream that had eluded them for over 50 years.  
 
The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans (13:11-14). There we hear Paul exhort the early 
Christians to prepare for the coming of the Lord. This "Letter" was written during a very difficult time for the 
early Christians, much like the Jews of Isaiah's time. Conditions were much the same except that this time it 
was the Romans who were about to destroy Jerusalem. Paul counsels the Christians to be ready to suffer, if 
necessary, for their faith and their God.  
 
In the Gospel Reading from the Gospel of Matthew (24:37." However, our preparation should take the form 
of an inventory of our spiritual walk with our God in Jesus Christ. "Are we walking in His footprints- 44), we 
hear what is often referred to as the "little apocalypse" or Jesus’ prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem 
40 years later in 70 AD. Here, as in St. Paul's letter above, the early Christians are counseled to pray and pre-
pare for what will seem to them to be the “end of the world.” However, for those who are living according to 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, the end of this world is only the beginning of heaven.  
 
The readings at the end of Ordinary Time (last Sunday) and the first part of Advent (today) are full of what 
appears to be gloom and doom; but they are only reminders that this life, this world, is only temporary and 
we should be looking to the future, to the New Jerusalem in heaven. That doesn't mean that we should not 
enjoy life here on earth, but it does mean that we should be prepared because "we know not the day or the 
hour 
 
 

 



THE ADVENT WREATH 

THE MEANING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 Traditionally, Advent wreaths are constructed of a circle of evergreen branches into which 
four candles are inserted, representing the four weeks of Advent. Ideally, three candles are 
purple and one is rose, but white candles can also be used. The purple candles in particular 
symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this 
time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears 
rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have 
arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now half over and they are close 
to Christmas. The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope 
surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation of his second coming 
to judge the living and the dead.  

BLESSING OF AN ADVENT WREATH  

The use of the Advent Wreath is a traditional practice which has found its place in the Church 
as well as in the home. The blessing of an Advent Wreath takes place on the First Sunday of 
Advent or on the evening before the First Sunday of Advent. When the blessing of the Advent 
Wreath is celebrated in the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a parent or another 
member of the family.  

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says:  

Our help is in the name of the Lord.  

Response (R/.) Who made heaven and earth.  

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 1-2 and 5-6) or Isaiah 63 
(lines 16-17 & 19) or Isaiah 64 (lines 2-7) is read:  

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  

R/. Thanks be to God.  

With hands joined, the leader says:  

Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peo-
ples, he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is the Savior of every nation. Lord God, let 
your blessing come upon us as we light the candles of this wreath. May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. May he come quickly and not delay. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. 

 R/.  Amen.  

The blessing may conclude with a verse from  

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”: O come, desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of human-
kind; bid ev’ry sad division cease and be thyself our Prince of peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emman-
uel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers  


