


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 4, 2022 

BOOK CLUB 

SAINT JUAN DIEGO 
Thousands of peo-
ple gathered in the 
Basilica of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe July 
31, 2002, for the 
canonization of 
Juan Diego, to 
whom the Blessed 
Mother appeared in 
the 16th century. 
Pope John Paul II 
celebrated the cere-
mony at which the 
poor Indian peasant 
became the 
Church’s first saint 
indigenous to the 
Americas. 
The Holy Father 
called the new saint 
“a simple, humble 
Indian” who accept-
ed Christianity with-
out giving up his 

identity as an Indian. “In praising the Indian Juan 
Diego, I want to express to all of you the closeness 
of the Church and the pope, embracing you with 
love and encouraging you to overcome with hope 
the difficult times you are going through,” John Paul 
said. Among the thousands present for the event 
were members of Mexico’s 64 indigenous groups. 
First called Cuauhtlatohuac (“The eagle who 
speaks”), Juan Diego’s name is forever linked with 
Our Lady of Guadalupe because it was to him that 
she first appeared at Tepeyac hill on December 9, 
1531. The most famous part of his story is told in 
connection with the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
on December 12. After the roses gathered in his til-
ma were transformed into the miraculous image of 
Our Lady, however, little more is said about Juan 
Diego. 
In time he lived near the shrine constructed at Tep-
eyac, revered as a holy, unselfish, and compassion-
ate catechist, who taught by word and especially by 
example. 
During his 1990 pastoral visit to Mexico, Pope John 
Paul II confirmed the long-standing liturgical cult in 
honor of Juan Diego, beatifying him. Twelve years 
later the same pope proclaimed him a saint. 
 

REFLECTION 
God counted on Juan Diego to play a humble, yet 
huge role in bringing the Good News to the peoples 
of Mexico. Overcoming his own fear and the doubts 
of Bishop Juan de Zumarraga, Juan Diego cooperat-
ed with God’s grace in showing his people that the 
Good News of Jesus is for everyone. Pope John Paul 
II used the occasion of Juan Diego's beatification to 
urge Mexican lay people to assume their responsi-
bilities for passing on the Good News and witness-
ing to it. 

Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Rom 15:4-9/
Mt 3:1-12 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk 5:17
-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/Mt 
18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 
11:28-30 
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 
11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19/
Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Many biblical scholars tend to dismiss the Christ-
mas story of the “wise men from the East” as pious 
legend. In his book, The Mystery of the Magi: The 
Quest to Identify the Three Wise Men, Dwight 
Longenecker makes a powerful case that the visit 
of the Magi to Bethlehem really happened. Piecing 
together the evidence from biblical studies, history, 
archeology, and astronomy, he goes further, un-
covering where they came from, why they came, 
and what might have happened to them after elud-
ing the murderous King Herod.  In the process, he 
provides a new and fascinating view of the time 
and place   in which Jesus Christ chose to enter 
the world.  We will meet following evening Mass 
on Tuesday, December 13.  

FLOWERS/WREATHS 

The Christmas wreaths on the front doors of our 
Church were donated in honor of the Christmas 
season by Bo and Lucy Brown. Thank you for 
your gift. 

If you would like to place flowers on the Altar in 
honor of an occasion or in memory of someone. 
Please call Ann Soforic 843-858-3193 

Thursday, December 8th is the Feast of the Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation.                        
Our Masses for the Holy Day will be:  

Wednesday, December 7th                                  
Daily Mass 12:10                                                    
Vigil Mass St. Mary’s 6:00pm                                                                                       

Thursday, December 8th                                      
St. Mary’s 6:00pm  

THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

 
The Readings for the Second Sunday in advent all refer to the coming of the King. In the Old Testament the 
reference is to the coming of one of the Davidic kings of the ancient Jewish Monarchy. In the New Testa-
ment, the readings refer to the coming of the great "King of kings" who is Jesus Christ, the only one that 
could fulfill all such prophesies or references.  
 
In the First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (11:1-10), the prophet has just announced the imminent de-
struction of the kingdom of Judah and its center, Jerusalem, with its temple. However, at the same time, He 
holds out a branch of hope to the people of Israel. One of their descendants will bring Jerusalem great honor 
and glory, and He will out-shine all the previous kings of Israel. This prophesy could only be filled by the 
Anointed One of God, Jesus Christ.  
 
The Responsorial Psalm, (72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17), although composed originally for the anointing of one of 
the Davidic kings, the accolades are too grand and far-reaching to be referring to any earthly person and can 
only be attributed to God in the person of Jesus Christ, the "King who was and who is and who is to come.  
 
In the Second Reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans (15:4-9), we hear Paul exhort the early Chris-
tians to prepare for the coming of the Lord. This "Letter" was written during a very difficult time for the early 
Christians, much like the Jews of Isaiah's time. Conditions were much the same, the Romans were about to 
destroy Jerusalem. Paul counsels the Christians to be patient and refer back to earlier scripture that tells of 
the glory and honor to come for those who are faithful. In turn, this will give honor and glory to the "Father 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ."  
 
In the Gospel Reading from the Matthew, (3:1-12), we hear the familiar story of the preaching of John the 
Baptist, the last of the Old Testament prophets, whose sole mission was to announce the coming of the 
"Anointed One of God." Sometimes familiar stories just float "in one ear and out the other." We should stop 
and really listen to this story and its message.  
 
All of the above readings are prophesies of one kind or another. They are meant to make us stop and ask 
ourselves who we are worshipping when we come to Mass each Sunday. Surely, we are not worshipping the 
priest, even if he is a great speaker. And remember, just being there in body isn't worshipping anyone until 
we put our mind and heart into it. Our "King of kings" is waiting for you to come and worship Him; but it 
takes body, soul, mind and heart. So, who are YOU worshipping while you spend your hour in church on Sun-
day? Something to think about during your Prayer Time this week!  

 



In this time of Advent preparation, the voices of the prophets ring out. “On that day,” Isaiah tells us, “The 
spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him.” 

Isaiah goes on to describe that day:  

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the young lion shall browse together, 
with a little child to guide them. 
The cow and the bear shall be neighbors, 
together their young shall rest; 
the lion shall eat hay like the ox. 
The baby shall play by the cobra’s den, 
and the child lay his hand on the adder’s lair. 

To our modern ears, and quite likely to Isaiah’s audience 
in the 8th century BCE, this scene seems unrealistic, far-
fetched, and preposterous. I’ve not known the wolf and 
the lamb to be friendly cohabitors and, most surely, I 
won’t have my kids playing near a cobra’s nest. But the images presented today invite us to reflect on what it 
could look like when the spirit of the Lord rests upon us.  

Today we also hear from John the Baptist, another prophet. We listen to John’s call to repentance and his 
reminder that God’s kingdom is near. With this prophecy, John takes his place at the end of a long line of 
prophets announcing the coming of the messiah. A line that includes the prophet Isaiah and ends with the 
arrival of Jesus, whose coming was foretold. John is not the messiah. He is not worthy, he says, and his bap-
tism with water is not the same as the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 

John’s call for repentance is a call of preparation; those who repent will bear fruit. And those who don’t re-
pent, those that don’t bear fruit, will be cut down. What then might repentance look like for us? How do we 
turn from sin and await the coming messiah?   

Our image from Isaiah gives us some insight as we consider what repentance looks like as a lived reality. The 
calf and the lion, the cow and the bear, are living in harmony. The lion and the ox eat together. It seems un-
thinkable, really.   

The prophets give us the imagination for what is possible when convention, logic, or even good common 
sense tell us otherwise.  They point the way to Jesus and prepare God’s people for the Kingdom that is at 
hand and still not fully realized.  

We hear John the Baptist call us to repentance and hold onto this image from Isaiah. What are these proph-
ets telling us about God’s Kingdom?  To encounter others with whom we may not typically engage. To live in 
harmony with all God’s creatures. To share a meal with those we might consider an adversary. To commit to 
working toward peace and justice, seeking right relationships, even if it seems our actions will have little im-
pact.  

“And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him.”  

May the spirit of God who is embodied in Jesus Christ be with us as we work toward bringing about the king-
dom in this Advent season and always.  

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 


