


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 11, 2022 

BOOK CLUB 

 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
The feast in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe goes 
back to the 16th century. Chronicles of that period 
tell us the story. 
A poor Indian named Cuauhtlatohuac was baptized 
and given the name Juan Diego. He was a 57-year-
old widower, and lived in a small village near Mexi-
co City. On Saturday morning December 9, 1531, he 
was on his way to a nearby barrio to attend Mass in 
honor of Our Lady. 
Juan was walking by a hill called Tepeyac when he 
heard beautiful music like the warbling of birds. A 
radiant cloud appeared, and within it stood an Indi-
an maiden dressed like an Aztec princess. The lady 
spoke to him in his own language and sent him to 
the bishop of Mexico, a Franciscan named Juan de 
Zumarraga. The bishop was to build a chapel in the 
place where the lady appeared. 
Eventually the bishop told Juan to have the lady 
give him a sign. About this same time Juan’s uncle 
became seriously ill. This led poor Juan to try to 
avoid the lady. Nevertheless the lady found Juan, 
assured him that his uncle would recover, and pro-
vided roses for Juan to carry to the bishop in his 
cape or tilma. 
On December 12, when Juan Diego opened his tilma 
in the bishop’s presence, the roses fell to the 
ground, and the bishop sank to his knees. On the 
tilma where the roses had been appeared an image 
of Mary exactly as she had appeared at the hill of 
Tepeyac. 
 

REFLECTION 
Mary’s appearance to Juan Diego as one of his peo-
ple is a powerful reminder that Mary—and the God 
who sent her—accept all peoples. In the context of 
the sometimes rude and cruel treatment of the Indi-
ans by the Spaniards, the apparition was a rebuke 
to the Spaniards and an event of vast significance 
for the indigenous population. While a number of 
them had converted before this incident, they now 
came in droves. According to a contemporary 
chronicler, nine million Indians became Catholic in a 
very short time. In these days when we hear so 
much about God’s preferential option for the poor, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe cries out to us that God’s 
love for and identification with the poor is an age-
old truth that stems from the Gospel itself. 

Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 
11:2-11 
Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 
13:18bcde, 19/ 
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/
Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-
12, 13-14/Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b/Lk 
7:24-30 
Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8/Jn 5:33-36 
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-
17 
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 
1:1-7/Mt 1:18-2 

Many biblical scholars tend to dismiss the Christ-
mas story of the “wise men from the East” as pious 
legend. In his book, The Mystery of the Magi: The 
Quest to Identify the Three Wise Men, Dwight 
Longenecker makes a powerful case that the visit 
of the Magi to Bethlehem really happened. Piecing 
together the evidence from biblical studies, history, 
archeology, and astronomy, he goes further, un-
covering where they came from, why they came, 
and what might have happened to them after elud-
ing the murderous King Herod.  In the process, he 
provides a new and fascinating view of the time 
and place   in which Jesus Christ chose to enter 
the world.  We will meet following evening Mass 
on Tuesday, December 13.  



 COMMENTARY ON THE READINGS 

The Readings for the Third Sunday in Advent refer to the eventual triumph of God over evil of all kinds. Our 
role in all of this is to do our part and then to be patient and wait for the Lord God to come and act on our 
behalf. This, as we all know, is difficult to do. How often have you said, or thought, or heard someone else 
say "Where was God when we needed Him?" in this or that situation? When life seems hopeless, we yearn 
for God to intervene; but we must also remember that "All things work together for those who wait and 
trust in the Lord.” (Romans 8:28)  
In the First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (35:1 — 6a, 10), the prophet is describing the joy that will come 
over the people of Israel who have been patient and didn't give up hope while waiting for deliverance from 
captivity in Babylon. In the same way the faithful, who are waiting for deliverance from this life on earth in 
order to enter heaven, "we shall enter singing, crowned with everlasting joy."  
In the Responsorial Psalm (146:6 —10), the psalmist extols the goodness and generosity of God who, in His 
own good time, provides all the necessities of mankind. However, it is often difficult for us to see this in the 
midst of life's struggles. Therefore, we must constantly call upon God in prayer to renew our faith and grant 
us the virtues of hope and patience.  
In the Second Reading from the Letter of St. James (5:7-10), we hear the apostle encourage his flock by ad-
vising them to be patient. This letter was written during a period of severe persecution when all seemed 
doomed; but James suggests that the people look to the prophets of old who were despised by their own 
people, yet never gave up hope. Or consider Job, who lost everything; yet because of his faith and hope in 
God, he regained everything and more.  
In the Gospel Reading from the Gospel of Matthew (11:2-11), we hear the familiar story of John the Baptist, 
the last of the Old Testament prophets, who was in prison at this time. He must have been very discouraged 
knowing that his end was near. He sends friends to Jesus to learn if He, Jesus, is the "One who is to come?" 
This is another phrase meaning "Messiah." Jesus, rather than answering with a subjective or abstract "Yes," 
points out the things that He has accomplished--- the blind recover their sight, cripples walk, deaf hear, etc. 
This must have encouraged John the Baptist because it was for just this very reason that he had worked so 
hard at preaching a baptism of repentance. Now he can rest in peace. But listen to the last sentence! It 
should cause one to sit up and take notice. Jesus says "...the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he" (John the Baptist). How can that be?  
Advent is a time of soul-searching and preparing, of waiting and hoping; but we should not let this be the 
only time we think about the "coming of the Lord." Each time we approach the altar to receive the Blessed 
Eucharist, we are approaching Jesus Christ. A prayer beforehand to prepare our mind and heart is very much 
in order and then, when we do receive Him, we will be greater than John the Baptist who never had the op-
portunity to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. Something to think about during your Prayer Time this 
week!  
 



CHRISTMAS VIGIL  MASS,  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH  

5:30pm St. Mary the Virgin Mother  

CHRISTMAS MASS,  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25TH  

9:00am St. Joseph the Worker  

11:00am St. Mary the Virgin Mother  

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD, VIGIL MASS 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31ST 

5:30pm St. Mary the Virgin Mother 

MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 

9:00am St. Joseph the Worker 

11:00am St. Mary the Virgin Mother 


