


SAINT’S CORNER READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 8, 2023 

SAINT MARGUERITE BOURGEOYS 
“God closes a door and then opens a window,” people 
sometimes say when dealing with their own disap-
pointment or someone else’s. That was certainly true 
in Marguerite’s case. Children from European as well 
as Native American backgrounds in 17th-century Can-
ada benefited from her great zeal and unshakable 
trust in God’s providence. 
Born the sixth of 12 children in Troyes, France, Mar-
guerite at the age of 20 believed that she was called to 
religious life. Her applications to the Carmelites and 
Poor Clares were unsuccessful. A priest friend suggest-
ed that perhaps God had other plans for her. 
In 1654, the governor of the French settlement in Can-
ada visited his sister, an Augustinian canoness in 
Troyes. Marguerite belonged to a sodality connected 
to that convent. The governor invited her to come to 
Canada and start a school in Ville-Marie (eventually 
the city of Montreal). When she arrived, the colony 
numbered 200 people with a hospital and a Jesuit mis-
sion chapel. 
Soon after starting a school, she realized her need for 
coworkers. Returning to Troyes, she recruited a friend, 
Catherine Crolo, and two other young women. In 
1667, they added classes at their school for Indian 
children. A second trip to France three years later re-
sulted in six more young women and a letter from 
King Louis XIV, authorizing the school. The Congrega-
tion of Notre Dame was established in 1676 but its 
members did not make formal religious profession 
until 1698 when their Rule and constitutions were ap-
proved. 
Marguerite established a school for Indian girls in 
Montreal. At the age of 69, she walked from Montreal 
to Quebec in response to the bishop’s request to es-
tablish a community of her sisters in that city. By the 
time she died, she was referred to as the “Mother of 
the Colony.” Marguerite was canonized in 1982. 
 

REFLECTION 
It’s easy to become discouraged when plans that we 
think that God must endorse are frustrated. Margue-
rite was called not to be a cloistered nun but to be a 
foundress and an educator. God had not ignored her 
after all. 

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/Eph 
3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9
-10 (11b)/Mt 3:13-17 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 1:21-28 
or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12/ 
Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9//Mk 1:29
-39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11/Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8/Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-
3/Jn 1:29-3 

We are saddened to hear about the passing of 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI on Saturday, De-

cember 31st. He died peacefully in his place of 

residence, the Vatican monastery, at the age of 

95 and his last words, as recorded by his person-

al nurse, were “Lord, I love you!” 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI served as pope from 

April 19, 2005, until his resignation on February 

28, 2013. His legacy of love, trust, and compas-

sion will endure long into the future of our glob-

al Church. 

POPE EMERITUS BENEDICT XVI  

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 

and let Your perpetual light shine upon him. 

 

May his soul and the souls of all the faithful de-

parted rest in peace.  



Today, the Church celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ. This being the 12th night of 
the Christmas Season was often the reason for special celebrations closing the official Christmas period. In 
some countries and cultures it was a special day for celebrating the arrival of the Magi to worship the new 
born "King of the Jews." All of these reasons are good and worthwhile, but we should keep the true meaning 
of Epiphany in mind. The word is from the ancient Greek and means "manifestation" or "appearance" as 
when a noted actor or speaker first appears on a stage before an audience. In this feast, we celebrate the 
coming of God into our world as Man to teach us the way back to the Father. Although He came as an infant 
child, just like any other child, He is still "God with us."  

In the First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (60:1- 6), we hear the prophet encouraging the people of Israel 
to rejoice and not be so sad for they were sorely depressed because of the shambles their life had fallen to 
after the Babylonian Exile. He tells them that if they are true to their Lord God, then the glory that was theirs 
at the time of David and Solomon will return. The Church looks upon this passage as a prophesy of the glory 
that came to Jerusalem with the birth of the Divine Savior at Bethlehem. To see how this prophesy has been 
fulfilled, just think of how this land has been blessed by millions of people (tourists and others) from all over 
the world following in the footsteps of the Magi to see where the Christ Child was born.  

The Responsorial Psalm is (72:1-13). Here the psalmist also echoes the theme of celebrating the coming of 
the "King of kings and the Lord of lords." Although he might not have realized it at the time this Psalm was 
written, his description of the "king's son" fits Jesus as the divine King of the Jews and all mankind, who has 
and will accomplish all that was prophesied of Him.  

The Second Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians (3:2-6). In chapter one, Paul has just given us a 
brief glimpse of God's Plan of Salvation. Here he explains how he received this great insight and what it 
means for all who accept Christ and are baptized in His name.  

In the Gospel Reading from the Gospel of Matthew (2:2-12), we hear the familiar story of the three men 
called Magi; but elsewhere they are called "wise men" or "astrologers." Still, in other places they are called 
"kings." Whether or not they were any or all of these, they represent all mankind as the first Gentiles to 
come and worship the Babe of Bethlehem and recognize Him as a "King." It took faith and obedience to their 
inner conscience for the Magi to travel such a distance to worship and give gifts to the child who was to be 
there, and our, Lord and Savior. So let us not look so much at who or what these three men were; but rather, 
let us see what they did out of faith. Can we imitate them in doing the same? Something to think about dur-
ing your prayer time this week!  

COMMANTARY ON THE READINGS 



 

THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

The mystery of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by St John, the Precursor, proposes the contemplation of an already adult 

Jesus. This mystery is infinitely linked to the Solemnities of the Lord’s birth and the Epiphany that we have just cele-

brated, as in some ways it takes up and represents their significance to us..  

At Christmas we have contemplated the human birth of the Word incarnate by the Virgin Mary. In the 4th century, the 

Fathers of the Church deepened the understanding of the faith with regard to the Christmas mystery in the light of Je-

sus’ Humanity. They spoke of the Incarnation of the Word already working like the ‘Christification’ of that humanity 

that he had assumed from His mother. Or put in simpler terms: Jesus is the Christ from the first instant of conception in 

Mary’s spotless womb because He Himself, with His Divine Power, consecrated, anointed and ‘Christified’ that human 

nature with which He became incarnate.  

In the mystery of the Epiphany, we then meditated on Christ’s manifestation to all nations that was represented by the 

Magi, the wise men from the East, who came to adore the Child.  

Now, in the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River, we again encounter and represent the truth of the Lord’s 

incarnation and His manifestation as the Christ. Jesus’ Baptism is in fact His definitive manifestation as the Messiah or 

Christ to Israel, and as the Son of the Father to the entire world. Here we find the dimension of the Epiphany which was 

His manifestation to all nations. The Father’s voice from heaven shows that Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Son and the 

descent of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove shows the Trinitarian nature of the Christian God. The true and unique 

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, shows Himself in Christ, through Him, with Him and in Him.  

The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the great Christmas theme of ‘Christification,’ Jesus of Nazareth's spiritual 

anointing, His presentation as the Anointed One par excellence, the Messiah or the One sent by the Father for the sal-

vation of mankind. The Spirit that descended on Jesus shows and seals in an incontrovertible way the ‘Christification’ of 

Jesus’ humanity that the Word had already fulfilled from the first moment of His miraculous conception by Mary. Jesus, 

from the very beginning, was always the Lord’s Christ, He was always God. Yet, His one, true humanity, that which is 

perfect in every way, as the Gospel records, constantly grew in natural and supernatural perfection. ‘And Jesus in-

creased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and with men’ (Lk2:52). In Israel at 30 years of age, one reached 

full maturity and therefore could become a master. Jesus came of age and the Spirit, descending and remaining on 

Him, definitively consecrated His whole being as the Christ.  

The same Spirit, that descended on the water of the River Jordan wafted over the waters during the first creation (Gen 

1:2). Therefore, the Baptism in the Jordan presents yet another truth: that Jesus has started a new creation. He is the 

second man (1 Cor 15:47) or the last Adam (1 Cor 15:45), that comes to repair the first Adam’s guilt. He does this as the 

Lamb of God that takes away our sins. ‘Looking at the events in light of the Cross and Resurrection, the Christian people 

realised what happened: Jesus loaded the burden of all mankind’s guilt upon His shoulders; he bore it down into 

the depths of the Jordan. He inaugurated his public activity by stepping into the place of sinners’ (Joseph 

Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth, Bloomsbury 2007, p 18).  

Excerpted from the Congregation for the Clergy  


