
Sacred Liturgy 
 

Saturday – 5:00 pm 
Sunday – 9:00 am, 11:00 am, and 5:00 pm 

 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

12 Noon and 6:00 pm 
Tuesday and Thursday 
8:30 am and 12 Noon 

Saturday 
9:00 am 

 
 
 

Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday from 3:00-4:30 p.m.  
                                                                          After Weekday and Sunday Masses 
              Mon., Wed.,  Fri. 6:30-7:30 p.m.    
 
 

Anointing of the Sick / Emergencies 
In case of an emergency and immediate need of a priest,  

please call 240-463-9960. 
 

 
 

VISION STATEMENT 
“Guided by the Light of Christ, we are building a vibrant, welcoming community 

of fellowship, grace, love of God and one another.” 
MARY 

We honor Mary as our mother in faith and pattern of holiness in daily life. 
CHARISM 

The name of our parish reminds us to make the 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy a personal priority. 

STEWARDSHIP 
We accept our responsibility to properly use the time, talent and treasure God has 
entrusted to us: as graced individuals, as a gifted parish, and as a blessed nation. 

MINISTRY 
We are called by our baptism to worship the Father, to build community in the Spirit, 

to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, and to serve all those in need. 
TRADITION 

We are proud to live our Christian faith as members of the Roman Catholic Church 
and as a parish of the Archdiocese of Washington. 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
  26 December 2021 

 

Mailing Address 
14139 Seneca Road, Darnestown, MD 20874 

 

Phone: (301) 948-5536 Email: parishoffice@olvp.org 
Fax: (240) 780-5134 Web Site: www.olvp.org 

Pastor 
Fr. Greg Shaffer 

gshaffer@olvp.org 
(240) 463-9960 

 
Deacon 

Thaddeus Dmuchowski, (240) 678-3466 
Deaconted@olvp.org 

 
Principal of Parish School 

Michael Friel, (301) 869-0940 

Youth Faith Formation 
Erin Clegg,  (240) 240 –2114 

eclegg@olvp.org 
 

Youth Minister 
Julia Jordan,  (240) 750-5104 

juliajordan@olvp.org 
 

Parish Manager 
Colleen Enos, (301) 948-5536 

cenos@olvp.org 
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Our Lady Of The Visitation, Darnestown, MD 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
 

DECEMBER 2021 
 

26   Sun        Mass, 9:00 a.m.,11:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m., Church 
                       No Faith Formation Sessions                       
27   Mon       Adoration, 11:00 a.m., Church 
                      Mass, 12 Noon, 6:00 p.m., Church  
                      Parish Office Closed 
28   Tue         Mass, 8:30 a.m., 12 Noon, Church 
                      Adoration, 11:00 a.m., Church 
                      No Faith Formation Sessions 
29  Wed        Adoration, 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church 
                      Mass, 12 Noon , 6:00 p.m., Church 
                      Bible Study, 7:30 p.m., Fdrs. Hall 
30   Thu         Mass, 8:30 a.m., 12 Noon, Church 
                      Adoration,11:00 a.m., Church 
31 Fri          Adoration, 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Church 
                      Office closes at noon.               
 

JANUARY 2022 
 

01   Sat          Weekday Feast of Mary, Mother of God,  
                       9:00 a.m., Church 
                       Vigil:  5:00 p.m., Church  
02   Sun.        Epiphany of the Lord, Mass, 9:00a.m.,11:00  
                         a.m., and 5:00 p.m. Church 
                        Healing Mass, 2:00 p.m., Church  
                        No Faith Formation Sessions  

ECCE QUAM BONUM:  On December 12th, James 
Michael Roe celebrated Baptism. 
 

PARISH NECROLOGY: On the anniversary of their 
death, please keep the following parishioners in your 
prayers: Anne Allera (2 December 2020), Nicanor 
Aquino (3 December 2005), Winifred Donnellan (4 
December 1991), Stefano Zanello (7 December 2010), 
Filomena Picciano (08 December 1993), Mary Palko 
(13 December 2015), Steven Pindell (18 December 
1994), Anna Giattino (20 December 2011), Nicholas 
Toran (27 December 1993), and Matthew Todd Wolff 
(27 December 1997). 
 

SAINTS/WINDOWS:   
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD, 1 January:  “Mother of 
God” is the oldest title and feast for Mary.  Mary, under 
this title, is the patroness of the Archdiocese of  Wash-
ington.  The coat of arms for our Archdiocese appears in  

Liturgical Life 

Parish Life 

Readings for the Week of December 26, 2021 
 
Monday:  1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/ 
  Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8  
  [7]/Mt 2:13-18 
Wednesday:  1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6  
  [11a]/Lk 2:22-35 
Thursday:  1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10  
  [11a]/Lk 2:36-40 
Friday:  1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13  
  [11a]/Jn 1:1-18 
Saturday:  Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/ 
  Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
  [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

CHRISTMAS SEASON:  Next to the yearly celebra-
tion of the Paschal Mystery, the Church holds most sa-
cred the memorial of Christ’s birth and early manifesta-
tions.  This is the purpose of the Christmas season.  The 
Christmas season extends from Christmas Eve through 
the Baptism of the Lord, Sunday, January 9, 2022. 
 

THANK YOU to our liturgical ministers for their gener-
ous commitment during this Christmas season; to the 
cantors, accompanists, and choir for their inspiring mu-
sic; and to those who generously helped decorate the 
church and set up the manger. 
 

EPIPHANY LITURGIES:   On the Solemnity of the 
Epiphany of The Lord,  masses will be celebrated at 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday, January 1 and at 9 a.m., 11a.m. and 5 
p.m. on Sunday January 2, 2022. 
 

HEALING MASS:  On Sunday, January 2nd, Fr. Greg 
will celebrate Mass with Healing Prayers at 2:00 p.m. in 
the church. 
 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD LITURGY:  The Solem-
nity of Mary, Mother of God will be celebrated at the 
regularly scheduled daily Mass on Saturday January 1 at 
9:00 a.m.  It is not a Holy Day of Obligation this year. 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:  
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place in 
the church on weekdays, Monday through Friday, from 
11:00 am to Noon and on Wednesday and Friday eve-
nings from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

the upper panel; St. Matthew’s, the Cathedral for our 
Archdiocese, appears in the lower panel. 
 
 
 

MARCH FOR LIFE:  On  Friday, January 21st, pa-
rishioners are invited to attend Mass at 9:00 a.m., board a 
bus we have chartered to go to the March for Life on the 
Mall in Washington, DC, and return around 5:00 pm.  
Please call the office to confirm your seat by Friday, Jan-
uary 14th. 
 
 
 
 

INFANT BAPTISM:  Parents presenting their children 
for Baptism must be registered in our parish and are re-
quired to attend a Baptism Preparation Class prior to 
scheduling the Baptism. The nest class is scheduled for 
Saturday, January 15, at 10 a.m. in Founders Hall.   We 
encourage Sponsors/Godparents, including  parishioners 
who will be Sponsors/Godparents elsewhere, to attend 
this Baptism Preparation Class.  Attendance during preg-
nancy is advised.  For information and/or to register, call 
the parish office, (301) 948-5536. 
 
 
 
 

SHAWL MINISTRY:  The next Shawl Ministry Meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, January 11th at 6:45 pm 
in Founders Hall.   Please email kokinda@comcast.net. If 
you have questions or you know  of someone who could 
use a shawl or lapghan. 
 

 
 
PARISH BIBLE STUDY:  Continuing  on Wednesday, 
December 29th at 7:30 pm, Fr. Greg will offer a weekly 
Scripture Study session to discuss the upcoming Sun-
day’s readings. 
 
 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORERS SIGN-
UP: Easy sign up link can be found on 
the parish website, www.olvp.org, un-
der the “Ministries” tab.  Come share 
time with Our Lord and join this pow-
erful ministry.  For more  information, 
email John and Diana at hur-
ley05@verizon.net. 
 

 
 
 

FLOCKNOTE: To receive timely communications from 
our parish, we need up-to-date email addresses for the 
members. Notify cenos@olvp.org.if your email is new. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTOR’S PAGE 
  

Merry Christmas from our parish family to 
your family!  For this feast of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, below is part of an address 
(1964) by St. Paul VI, pope.   This comes from the 
Office of Readings (Liturgy of the Hours) on this 
Feast. 

 

Christ is born!                                                 Fr Greg 
--------------------------------------- 
 

“Nazareth is a kind of school where we may 
begin to discover what Christ’s life was like and 
even to understand his Gospel. Here we can observe 
and ponder the simple appeal of the way God’s Son 
came to be known, profound yet full of hidden mean-
ing. And gradually we may even learn to imitate 
him… 

How I would like to return to my childhood 
and attend the simple yet profound school that is 
Nazareth! 

 

     ...How wonderful to be close to Mary, 
learning again the lesson of the true meaning of life, 
learning again God’s truths. But here we are only on 
pilgrimage. Time presses and I must set aside my 
desire to stay and carry on my education in the Gos-
pel, for that education is never finished. But I cannot 
leave without recalling, briefly and in passing; some 
thoughts I take with me from Nazareth. 

 

     First, we learn from its silence. If only we 
could once again appreciate its great value. We need 
this wonderful state of mind, beset as we are by the 
cacophony of strident protests and conflicting claims 
so characteristic of these turbulent times. The silence 
of Nazareth should teach us how to meditate in peace 
and quiet, to reflect on the deeply spiritual, and to be 
open to the voice of God’s inner wisdom and the 
counsel of his true teachers.  Nazareth can teach us 
the value of study and preparation, of meditation, of 
a well-ordered personal spiritual life, and of silent 
prayer that is known only to God. 

 

          Second, we learn about family life. May 
Nazareth serve as a model of what the family should 
be.  May it show us the family’s holy and enduring 
character and exemplify its basic function in society: 
a community of love and sharing, beautiful for the 
problems it poses and the rewards it brings, in sum, 
the perfect setting for rearing children—and for this 
there is no substitute…”  

mailto:cenos@olvp.org


26 December 2021 

Human Resources 

Social Concerns 

 Facilities 

Finance 

Faith Formation for Life 

 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS: To receive cred-
it in 2021, your contributions must be dated December 
31, 2021. If you are mailing a contribution, it must be 
received in the parish Office on or before Monday, 
January 3, 2022.  
 
 

FAITH DIRECT:  With no added cost to you and 
great benefit for our parish, please consider enrolling in 
e-giving.   Easier than ever, just text “Enroll” to 301-
701-3032, or enroll on-line at www.faithdirect.net.  
Our Church Code is MD114. 

 
CHRISTMAS GIFT:  We are grateful 
to parishioners who make an extra do-
nation to the parish at Christmas.  Your 
donation is exempt from Archdiocesan 
assessment and is needed to help bal-
ance our parish budget. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS:  The following families re-
cently joined our parish:    Mr. & Mrs. Michael Far-
hood, Mrs. Ashley Mead  and Mr. & Mrs. Dennis 
Stiles. 
 

HOW TO JOIN OUR PARISH:  A warm welcome to 
Our Lady of the Visitation Catholic Church! Registration 
forms are available on the shelf in the vestibule of the 
church or you may register online at: www.olvp.org   
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  The parish office will reo-
pen on Tuesday, December 28th.  The office will close 
at noon on Friday, December 31 and will reopen on 
Tuesday, January 4th.  Regular office hours are Monday 
through Friday between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm.   
 

EMAIL AND PHONE NUMBER UPDATE:  If you 
have changed your email address and/or phone  number 
since you registered, please notify the office or complete 
the online form at www.olvp.org.   
 
 
 
DOOR REPAIR:  As many parishioners have noticed, 
we have recently Begun some much needed repairs to the 
main doors into the lower level of the church.  Wind and 
weather have taken quite a toll on the doors.  We are 
grateful to be able to re-finish and complete the neces-
sary repairs. 
 

PARISH REPAIR:  If you see a needed repair around 
the parish, please call the office at (301) 948-5536 and 
report the problem so that we may get it fixed. 

MATRIMONY POLICY:  It is Archdiocesan and  
parish policy that couples seeking to be married in the 
Church are to make arrangements with a Priest or Dea-
con a minimum of six months prior to setting a wed-
ding date.  Do not plan the reception until you meet 
with a Priest/Deacon.  Please email Father Greg Shaf-
fer (gshaffer@olvp.org), or Deacon Ted Dmuchowski 
(Deaconted@olvp.org). 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are planning to 
undergo major surgery, please notify our parish office. 
If illness or age prevent you from attending Mass, call 
the parish office to arrange for visitation and Commun-
ion in your home. 
 

ALL HOSPITALS AND NURSING HOMES have 
Catholic Chaplains to care for Catholic patients and 
residents.  On admission, be sure to notify the staff of 
your desire to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick and/or the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  Feel 
free to call Fr. Greg (240) 463-9960, as well. 
 

 

 

2021-2022 FAITH FORMATION:   Faith For-
mation sessions will resume on  Sunday, January 
9 for Pre-K and Kindergarten from 9 to 10 am. and 
for Grades 6, 7, and 8  from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
lower level of the church.  Children in Grades 1 
through 5 will resume meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 11  from 4:45 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., also in the low-
er level of the church.   
 
MARY OF NAZARETH SCHOOL:  The school is 
hosting coffee and donuts on Sunday, 30 January 
2016, after the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Masses, to 
honor Catholic Schools Week.   Current parents and 
teachers will be present to greet parishioners, and an-
swer any questions you might have about the school.   

ADVENT ADOPTED FAMILY COLLECTION 
2021:  Thank you to all those families who donated to 
our Adopted Family Collection at Christmas.   

 
ST. MARTIN’S FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION: 
Thank you to all the dedicated families who donated to 
our monthly Food Pantry collection.   
 
THANK YOU to all the families who purchased gifts 
through our Alternative (St. Nicholas) Christmas Cata-
log. 

http://www.faithdirect.net
http://www.olvp.org

