
Holy Family Catholic Church
Established in 1980 • 919 Spence Rd, Van Alstyne, Tx 75495

Parish Mission Statement
Holy Family is a Catholic community that unites for prayer and communion so that we 

may grow in our Baptismal discipleship and share the good news of the Gospel



SACRAMENTS
Baptisms/ Bautizos
English: 2nd Sunday of each month
Bautizos: 1 er Domingo del mes

Pre-Baptismal Class Registration:Registrations re-
quired the Sunday bedore class begins.
Classes are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.
Parents: bring copy of child’s birth certificate. Both 
parents must attend class.
Godparents: Must be practicing Catholics. Copy of 
marriage certificate through the Catholic Church. Both 
Godparents must attend class. 
As a courtesy, please do not bring children to class.

Anointing of the Sick/ Uncion de los Enfermos
Please call the parish

Confessions/Confesions
Immediately following the 1st Mass - 30 minutes, An-
tes de la misa.

Marriage/Matrimonio
Both must be free to marry in the Catholic Church. 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior 
to planned wedding date.

Holy Orders/ Vocaciones
Talk to your parish priest or call Fr Edwin Leonard, 
Vocations Director, 214-379-2860.

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH

HOLY FAMILY
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 482, Van Alstyne
Office: 903-482-6322
For a Priest: 972-542-4667 ext102
Emergency after hours: 469-667-7324
Web: www.holyfamily-vanalstyne.org
Email: webmaster@holyfamily-vanalstyne.org

Fr Eugene Azorji, Pastoral Administrator
Fr Juan Carlos Marin, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Pat Hayes

Mass Schedule/ Misa Dominical
Sunday: 9:00 am English, 12:00 pm Spanish
Thursday: 9:00 am Daily Mass

NO 5:30 pm SPANISH MASS

St Michael the Archangel
Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday:  Vigil Mass 5:00 pm English 
Sunday:  8:00 am & 11:30 am English
Sunday:  9:30 am & 2:00 pm Spanish
 NO 7:00 pm SPANISH MASS

Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:00 am
Tuesday & Thursday: 5:30 pm

Confessions:  Thursday: 6:00-7:00 pm
  Saturdays: 3:30 pm-4:30 pm

Adoration:  Thursday 6:00 pm-7:00 pm
First Friday  8:30 am - 10:00 am
  Spanish Mass at 7:00 pm
After Hours:  Sick Call or Funeral 
  Requests: 469-667-7324
Funerals: Contact Valerie Stagaman 
  972-542-4667 ext 114.
Weddings: Contact Brenda Rivera 
  972-542-4667 ext: 102.
Six months prior to wedding date.

BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF PRAYER
Please stop by and add names to be prayed for: 

Gary Don Moore, Ann Thomas, Susan 
Rountree, Neil Rountree, Barbara Heath, 
Bob Corcoran, Stella West, The Hicks Family, 
Anonymous, Eric Gonzales Family, Andria 
Thomas, Chris Hayes, Beverly Dyrack, Joan 
Polus, Randol Tylor, Ted Cole, Tom Owen, 
Ethan Frayne

COLLECTION TOTALS
July 15 
Attendance 495      
First collection $2155.00       
Building Fund  $1122.00

STAND FIRM
 In time of desolation one should never make a change, 
but stand firm in the resolutions and decisions that guided 
one the day before the desolation.

—St. Ignatius of Loyola
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Need your Holy Family parish event or 
announcement printed in the bulletin or 
placed on the parish website?  Contact 

Nancy Watson at 
webmaster@holyfamily-vanalstyne.org or 

at 
407-797-4801. Information for the 
bulletin should be submitted by the 

Friday one week before the publication 
date.

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION
Faith Formation Registrations will take place 
after all Masses on Sunday, July 29th.  Please 
register your children at this time.  Forms 
are also available on the website.  And please 
spread the word to those who are not attend-
ing Mass at Holy Family this summer.  

CATECHISTS
Any Catechists who have not been in touch 
with JoAnn to confirm your participation for 
this next year, please email her at Formation.
HolyFamily@Gmail.com.  Any of you who 
want to attend the Dallas Ministry Conference 
please contact JoAnn immediately.  The dates 
are October 11-13.  Our annual Catechist 
Meeting and Safe Environment Training is 
Sunday, August 26, @ 1:30 p.m.

WEEKLY MIRACLE
 This week marks the beginning of a kind of “liturgical 
detour.” We have been listening to Saint Mark’s Gospel 
during this liturgical year (Year B). Today we begin to 
hear a long section from John’s Gospel, starting with the 
miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes. This 
miracle story is a prelude to the Lord’s statements that we 
will begin hearing in a few weeks, in which Jesus refers 
to himself as the “bread of life.” Each week we witness a 
miracle at Mass. We do not see a multiplication of loaves 
before us. What our eyes of faith allow us to see is the 
miracle of the transformation of common elements—bread 
and wine—into the Lord’s Body and Blood. Once we have 
received the Lord, the multiplication begins, for in the 
Eucharist we are strengthened to multiply our efforts to 
feed the poor, shelter the homeless, and bring comfort to 
the despairing.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — When they had eaten, there was some left 
over, as the Lord had said (2 Kings 4:42-44).
Psalm — The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our 
needs (Psalm 145).
Second Reading — Strive to preserve the unity of the spirit 
through the bond of peace (Ephesians 4:1-6).
Gospel — Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed them to those who were reclining, and also as 
much of the fish as they wanted (John 6:1-15).

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: St. Peter Chysologus
Tuesday: St. Ignatius of Loyola
Wednesday: St. Alphonsus Liguori
Thursday: St. Eusebius of Vercelli; 
 St. Peter Julian Eymard
Friday: First Friday
Saturday: St. John Vianney; First Saturday

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 13:31-35
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; 
 Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-4, 10-11, 17-18; 
 Mt 13:44-46
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-53
Friday: Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34; 
 Mt 14:1-12
Sunday: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Ps 78:3-4, 23-25, 54; 
 Eph 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35

HUMOR
The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic 
elementary school for lunch. At the head of the table was a 
large tray of apples. A nun lettered a note and posted it on 
the apple tray: “Take only ONE. God is watching.”
      Moving along the lunch line, at the other end was a large 
tray of chocolate chip cookies. A girl wrote a note, which 
she put next to the tray of cookies, “Take all you want. God 
is watching the apples.”



HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH

PARTICIPATING IN GOD

What I have seen is the totality recapitulated as one,
received not in essence but by participation.
Just as if you lit a flame from a flame,
it is the whole flame you receive. 
—St. Symeon the New Theologian (949-1022)

The path of descent involves letting go of our self-
image, our titles, our status symbols—our false self. It 
will die anyway. So don’t make anything absolute when 
it is only relative. This is one of the many meanings of 
the First Commandment: “You shall have no other gods 
before me” (Exodus 20:3 and Deuteronomy 5:7). We 
must let go of our false images of God (which mostly 
serve our purposes) and also of ourselves.

The German Dominican mystic Meister Eckhart 
(c. 1260—c. 1328) preached, “God is not found in 
the soul by adding anything, but by a process of 
subtraction.” [2] But in the capitalistic West, we think 
very differently. We all keep trying to climb higher up 
the ladder of success in any form. We’ve turned the 
Gospel into a matter of addition instead of subtraction. 
All we can really do is get out of the way. The spiritual 
life is often more about unlearning than learning, 
letting go of illusions more than studying the Bible or 
the catechism.

When C. G. Jung was an old man, one of his students 
read John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress and he asked 
Jung, “What has your pilgrimage really been?” Jung 
answered: “In my case Pilgrim’s Progress consisted in 
my having to climb down a thousand ladders until I 
could reach out my hand to the little clod of earth that I 
am.” [3] Wow!

The word “human” comes from the Latin 
humus, which means earth. Being human means 
acknowledging that we’re made from the earth and 
will return to the earth. We are earth that has come to 
consciousness. For a few years we dance around on the 
stage of life and have the chance to reflect a little bit 
of God’s glory. As a human, I’m just a tiny moment of 
consciousness, a tiny part of creation, a particle that 
reflects only a fragment of God’s love and beauty. And 
yet that’s enough. And then we return to where we 
started—in the heart of God. Everything in between is 
a school of love.
Fr Richard Rohr, Center for Action and Contmplation

MILAGRO SEMANAL
 Esta semana señala el comienzo de una especie de 
“desvío litúrgico”. Hemos estado escuchando el Evangelio 
según san Marcos durante este año litúrgico (Ciclo 
B). Hoy comenzamos a escuchar una larga sección del 
Evangelio según san Juan que empieza con el milagro de 
la multiplicación de los panes y peces. Este milagro es un 
preludio de las declaraciones del Señor, que comenzaremos 
a escuchar en algunas semanas, en las que Jesús se llama 
a sí mismo el “Pan de Vida”. Cada semana somos testigos 
de un milagro en la Misa. No vemos la multiplicación de 
panes. Lo que vemos con los ojos de la fe es el milagro 
de la transformación de elementos comunes, pan y vino, 
en el Cuerpo y la Sangre del Señor. Una vez que hemos 
recibido al Señor, comienza la multiplicación, porque en 
la Eucaristía se nos fortalece para multiplicar nuestros 
esfuerzos por alimentar a los pobres, darles refugio a los 
que no tienen hogar y brindarles consuelo a los afligidos.

LECTURAS DE HOY
Primera lectura — Eliseo da de comer a cien hombres con 
veinte panes de cebada, los primeros frutos de la última 
cosecha y quedan sobras (2 Reyes 4:42-44).
Salmo — Abres tú la mano, Señor, y sacias de favores a todo 
viviente (Salmo 145 [144]).
Segunda lectura — Pablo exhorta a los efesios a que se 
muestren dignos de la vocación que han recibido; siendo 
comunidad unida, llena de fe y esperanza 
(Efesios 4:1-6).
Evangelio — Jesús da de comer a un enorme gentío que 
incluye cinco mil hombres con cinco panes de cebada y dos 
pescados (Juan 6:1-15).

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
Lunes: Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 13:31-35
Martes: Jer 14:17-22; Sal 79 (78):8, 9, 11, 13; 
 Mt 13:36-43
Miércoles: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Sal 59 (58):2-4, 10-11, 17-18; 
 Mt 13:44-46
Jueves: Jer 18:1-6; Sal 146 (145):1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-53
Viernes: Jer 26:1-9; Sal 69 (68):5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-58
Sábado: Jer 26:11-16, 24; 
 Sal 69 (68):15-16, 30-31, 33-34; Mt 14:1-12
Domingo: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15; Sal 78 (77):3-4, 23-25, 54; 
 Ef 4:17, 20-24; Jn 6:24-35

SEA FIRME
 En tiempo de desolación nunca hacer mudanza, mas 
estar firme y constante en los propósitos y determinación 
en que estaba el día antecedente a la tal desolación.

—San Ignacio de Loyola
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SE CONVIERTE EN MUCHO 
En las manos del Señor, la poca comida del muchacho 
se convirtió en una fiesta para muchos. A cada uno de 
nosotros Dios nos dio talentos y dones particulares, los 
minutos, las horas y los días para hacer nuestras vidas, 
y recursos materiales y financieros. Podemos sentir que 
difícilmente es suficiente para nosotros. Podemos dudar 
antes de ofrecer cualquier cosa a alguien, por miedo a 
que no tengamos lo suficiente, o simplemente porque no 
permitimos que la necesidad del prójimo toque nuestro 
corazón o mente. Así como el muchacho del Evangelio, 
nuestros dones pueden parecer insignificantes, podemos 
sentir que lo poco que tenemos no es lo suficiente para 
hacer verdaderamente una diferencia en la vida del otro. 
Cualquiera que haya dado de ellos mismos al servicio 
sabe que frecuentemente lo opuesto también es verdad. 
¡Ganamos mucho más de lo que damos! A nuestros 
dones se les llama en la comunidad. Debemos confiar 
que en dar por el bien de la otra persona, el amor de 
Dios será conocido y compartido. 

COMING ATTRACTIONS
 Today’s Gospel inaugurates a five-week departure 
from the Gospel of Mark into the Gospel of John. The 
account of the feeding of the multitude is the introduction 
to what is known as the “Bread of Life” discourse, which 
we will hear during the coming month. We can get so 
carried away with the stupendous miracle recounted today 
that it’s easy to overlook how artfully the evangelist John 
introduces the discourse. Like the people of Israel and 
Moses, Jesus passes through the waters and then ascends 
a mountain. The ascent of the mountain (as in Matthew’s 
introduction to the discourse we know as the “Beatitudes”) 
is particularly important. It is the trumpet blast announcing 
that something tremendous is about to happen; something 
central and crucial to the ministry of Jesus is about to be 
handed on. Unlike Moses on Sinai, the mountains that 
Jesus ascends to teach and work wonders are never named 
in the Gospels, for it was important to the early church not 
to sacralize places, but to keep their faith in Jesus alone. 
And so it is that the crowds come to him today looking for 
physical healing and for the nourishment of their spirits 
and bodies.


