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Parish Mission Statement
Holy Family is a Catholic community that unites for prayer and communion so that we 

may grow in our Baptismal discipleship and share the good news of the Gospel

HOLY FAMILY
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 482, Van Alstyne
Office: 903-482-6322
webmaster@holyfamily-vanalstyne.org
For a Priest: 972-542-4667 ext102
Emergency after hours: 469-667-7324
Web: www.holyfamily-vanalstyne.org
Email: webmaster@holyfamily-vanalstyne.org

Fr Eugene Azorji, Pastoral Administrator
Fr Juan Carlos Marin, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Pat Hayes

Mass Schedule/ Misa Dominical
Sunday: 9:00 am English, 12:00 pm Spanish

Thursday: 9:00 am Daily Mass

No longer 5:30 pm Mass in Spanish
on Sunday

Starting September 1
6:00 pm Spanish Mass at St Michael’s



SACRAMENTS
Baptisms/ Bautizos
English: 2nd Sunday of each month
Bautizos: 1 er Domingo del mes

Pre-Baptismal Class Registration:Registrations re-
quired the Sunday bedore class begins.
Classes are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.
Parents: bring copy of child’s birth certificate. Both 
parents must attend class.
Godparents: Must be practicing Catholics. Copy of 
marriage certificate through the Catholic Church. Both 
Godparents must attend class. 
As a courtesy, please do not bring children to class.

Anointing of the Sick/ Uncion de los Enfermos
Please call the parish

Confessions/Confesions
Immediately following the 1st Mass - 30 minutes, An-
tes de la misa.

Marriage/Matrimonio
Both must be free to marry in the Catholic Church. 
Arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior 
to planned wedding date.

Holy Orders/ Vocaciones
Talk to your parish priest or call Fr Edwin Leonard, 
Vocations Director, 214-379-2860.
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St Michael the Archangel
Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday:  Vigil Mass 5:00 pm English 
Sunday:  8:00 am & 11:30 am English
Sunday:  9:30 am & 2:00 pm Spanish
 6:00 pm Spanish
Weekday Mass Schedule
Monday, Wednesday & Friday: 8:00 am
Tuesday & Thursday: 5:30 pm
Confessions:  Thursday: 6:00-7:00 pm
  Saturdays: 3:30 pm-4:30 pm

Adoration:  Thursday 6:00 pm-7:00 pm
First Friday  8:30 am - 10:00 am
  Spanish Mass at 7:00 pm
After Hours:  Sick Call or Funeral 
  Requests: 469-667-7324

Funerals: Contact Valerie Stagaman 
  972-542-4667 ext 114.
Weddings: Contact Brenda Rivera 
  972-542-4667 ext: 102.
Six months prior to wedding date.

BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF PRAYER:  

Ethan Frayne, The Hicks Family, The Waite 
Family

Names added to prayer list will appear on the website and 
in the bulletin for a month unless the request is renewed.  
Please stop by to add names to be prayed for or send 
requests to webmaster@holyfamily-vanalstyne.org

COLLECTION TOTALS

Attendance: 548
1st collection: $2443.46
Building Fund: $1151.04

Come and encounter the Holy Spirit with 
this study at the Thursday morning Bible 

Study group!

Study starts September 6, meeting weekly 
after the Thursday morning Mass.  All are 
welcome.
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Need your Holy Family event or announcement 
printed in the bulletin or placed on the parish 

website?  
Please forward to 

webmaster@holyfamily-vanalstyne.org or call 903-
482-6322. 

Information for the bulletin should be submitted by 
the Friday one week before the publication date.

FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION
  Please register your children now.  Forms 
are also available on the website.  And please 
spread the word to those who are not attend-
ing Mass at Holy Family this summer.  

CATECHISTS
Any Catechists who have not been in touch 
with JoAnn to confirm your participation for 
this next year, please email her at Formation.
HolyFamily@Gmail.com.  Any of you who 
want to attend the Dallas Ministry Conference 
please contact JoAnn immediately.  The dates 
are October 11-13.  Our annual Catechist 
Meeting and Safe Environment Training is 
Sunday, August 26, @ 1:30 p.m.

CASAS AL SERVICIO DE DIOS
 Antiguamente, la palabra “familia” tenía un 
significado muy amplio. Cuando Josué habla hoy de 
que su familia servirá al Señor, no se refería solo a las 
personas que vivían dentro de sus paredes ni a sus 
parientes de sangre o políticos; se refería a los esclavos o 
criados y sus familias y cualquier persona que estuviera 
en deuda con él por algún motivo. Incluso su ganado 
y demás bienes debían consagrarse a servir a Dios. En 
nuestro mundo, valoramos mucho la libertad de los 
individuos para elegir de qué manera vivir y no se nos 
ocurriría poner a nuestras mascotas al servicio de Dios. 
Pero, al discernir nuestra vocación como discípulos 
bautizados en Cristo, llegamos a comprender la 
diversidad de las “familias” de nuestra vida: la manera en 
que obramos con nuestros cónyuges, hijos, compañeros 
de habitación o con quien sea que vivamos; nuestro 
comportamiento con los vecinos o en público ya que 
cada día nos topamos con muchos “extraños” en los 
negocios o en la calle, quienes de repente se convierten 
en “el vecino”. ¿De qué manera podemos usar nuestro 
tiempo, recursos o dones con fines desinteresados en 
vez de con el fin de obtener algún beneficio personal? 
Sin importar en qué clase de vida demos testimonio de 
la Buena Nueva, todos tenemos una “familia” que debe 
consagrarse al servicio del Señor, nuestro Dios.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

LECTURAS DE HOY
Primera lectura — Josué urge a los israelitas a que 
sirvan a Dios o a los otros dioses. Ellos escogieron al 
Señor (Josué 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b).
Salmo — Gusten y vean qué bueno es el Señor 
(Salmo 34 [33]).
Segunda lectura — Pablo reflexiona cómo los esposos y 
esposas deberán darse amor y reverencia mutua (Efesios 
5:21-32 [2a, 25-32]).
Evangelio — Después de hablar de dar su carne a comer, 
muchos de los discípulos de Jesús se alejaron. Los doce 
escogieron permanecer con él; “Maestro, ¿a quién 
acudiremos?” (Juan 6:60-69)

HUMOR
The secret of a good sermon is to have a good 
beginning and a good ending; and to have the 
two as close together as possible.

George Burns

HUMOR
An engineer dies and reports to the Pearly Gates. Saint Peter 
checks his dossier and not seeing his name there, accidentally 
sends him to Hell. It doesn't take long before the engineer becomes 
rather dissatisfied with the level of comfort in Hell.
      He soon begins to design and build improvements. Shortly 
thereafter, Hell has air conditioning, flush toilets and escalators. 
Needless to say, the engineer is a pretty popular guy.
      One day, God calls Satan and says: "So, how are things in Hell?"
      Satan replies: "Hey, things are going great. We've got air con-
ditioning, flush toilets, and escalators. And there's no telling what 
this engineer is going to come up with next."
      "What!" God exclaims: "You've got an engineer? That's a mis-
take - he should never have been sent to Hell. Send him to me."
      "Not a chance," Satan replies: "I like having an engineer on the 
staff, and I'm keeping him!"
      God insists: "Send him back or I'll sue."
      Satan laughs uproariously and answers: "Yeah, right. And where 
are you going to get a lawyer?
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October 26-28 - Do you hunger for a deeper love 
in your marriage? 

Let Jesus fill your 
hunger. Sign up today 
to attend one of the 
upcoming Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter 
Weekends. The next 
Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend is 

Oct. 26-28, 2018.  Dates fill fast. To apply, 
visit our website at: http://www.dfwme.org/
apply . 
For more information e-mail apply@
dfwme.org or call 469-444-0904.  Para mas 
informacion de Encuentro Matrimonial en 
Espanol, escriba a emmdfw@gmail.com o 
visite http://www.emmseccion21.org/  

LORD TEACH ME TO PRAY
Lord, Teach Me To Pray 
is a prayer series based on 
Ignatian Spirituality. Part 
1, “Praying Christian Vir-
tues”, helps deepen prayer 
life, and discover what to 
do for dryness and obsta-

cles in prayer. It also introduces the differ-
ent methods of Ignatian prayer, meditation, 
contemplation and Consciousness Examen. 
A small group will meet with 2 trained fa-
cilitators for 1 - 2 hours once a week for 12 
weeks  to pray and faith share. 

Pt. 1 begins Tues Sept 4 for women and 
Wed Sept 5 for men.
Place: Holy Family, 7-9 pm
To register contact Nancy at 
903-482-6322.

TRULY RISEN
When we recite the Creed, we don’t say a word 

about Jesus’ teaching, but we do profess that 
Jesus was “crucified under Pontius Pilate.” He did 
not simply die; he was put to death, precisely as 
a political criminal. He was killed on a Roman 
instrument of torture--overwhelmed, it seemed, by 
the hatred, violence, and dysfunction of the sinful 
world. 

In that case, why don’t we see Jesus simply as 
another in a long line of tragic heroes, raging in 
vain against the powers of the world? Because, as 
the Creed puts it, “on the third day he rose again in 
fulfillment of the scriptures.” 

Throughout much of the period after the Second 
Vatican Council, too many theologians, teachers, 
and preachers have tended to downplay the reality 
of the Resurrection, turning it into a vague symbol 
or an expression of the faith of the disciples. But if 
this is all the Resurrection means, then forget it! 

Anglican bishop and New Testament scholar N.T. 
Wright has commented incisively that if Jesus had 
not been raised bodily from the dead, Christianity 
would never have survived as a messianic 
movement. Wright says that the clearest indication, 
to a first-century Jew, that someone was not the 
Messiah would be his death at the hands of the 
enemies of Israel. That the church of Christ endured 
as a messianic religion is possible only on the 
assumption that the crucified one was, nevertheless, 
objectively alive. Claims that the disciples were 
inspired by a dead man would never have stood up 
against the early critics of Christianity. 

Truly risen from the dead, victorious over sin and 
violence, Jesus is now the Lord--the one to whom 
we owe total allegiance, the one who should become 
the dominant force in every aspect of our lives.

Bishop Robert Barron

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:	 Twenty-first	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time
Monday:		 St.	Monica
Tuesday	:	 St.	Augustine
Wednesday:	 The	Passion	of	St.	John	the	Baptist
Saturday:	 Blessed	Virgin	Mary;	First	Saturday;	
	 World	Day	of	Prayer	for	the	Care	of	
	 Creation



HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH

SPIRIT AND LIFE
“This saying is hard; who can accept it?” Those who had 

been following Jesus found the teaching about eating his 
flesh and drinking his blood, words that we heard in last 
Sunday’s Gospel, puzzling and unbelievable. There are 
Catholics who innocently believe that our Eucharist is only 
symbolic of the Body and Blood of Christ. Yet Jesus did not 
command us to eat this symbol of his body and blood. He 
said, “This is my body” and “This is my blood.”

“Does this shock you?” In fact, it did seem to shock many 
of his followers, the disciples no less than anyone else. 
Referring to another future action which would be hard to 
believe, Jesus says, “What if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before?” Nothing more is said 
about the Ascension at this time, but he is teaching them 
gradually how to accept something that seems unbelievable.

DO NOT LEAVE 
Jesus teaches that “no one can come to me unless it is 

granted [them] by my Father.” Jesus explains these difficult 
beliefs by telling them that “the spirit . . . gives life, while 
the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are 
Spirit and life.” It is in the Spirit that we truly live, and if we 
believe only in the flesh, we will never understand or be 
able to believe what seems impossible. That takes faith, and 
faith is a gift from God.

Because they cannot grasp this, many leave him, and so 
Jesus asks the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?” But the 
faith of the closest followers is strong enough to hold on 
to what is impossible to understand literally. Peter answers 
for the Twelve, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.”

The Apostles have come to believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, “the Holy One of God.” Can we accept the gift of 
faith enough to believe?

SAFE ENVIRONMENT ASSISTANT NEEDED
St. Michael’s devoted staff is in need of a bilingual 
volunteer to assist with the administration of 
our safe environment program.  Assistance is 
particularly needed to enter data in the computer 
program maintained by the Diocese of Dallas.  
The time commitment should not be more than 
four to 
six hours per week.   

Please contact Wendy Long a 972-542-4667 or 
sacramental@stmichaelmckinney.org. 
for more details. 

HOUSEHOLDS IN GOD’S SERVICE
 In the ancient world, “household” was a wide-reaching 
concept. When Joshua today speaks of his household serving 
the Lord, he meant not just those people who lived inside his 
walls or those related to him by blood or marriage; he meant 
slaves or servants and their families, and anyone indebted 
to him in any way. Even his livestock and other possessions 
would be consecrated to service of God. In our world, we 
value allowing individuals their freedom to choose how they 
live, and wouldn’t think of offering our pets to the service of 
God. But, as we discern our vocation as disciples baptized 
into Christ, we can come to realize how far-ranging the 
“households” of our lives still are: how we act toward our 
spouses, children, roommates or anyone we live with; our 
behavior with neighbors; or in public as we encounter many 
“strangers” every day in stores or traffic who suddenly are 
“next door” to us. How can we use our time, our resources, 
or gifts for selfless reasons rather than personal gain? No 
matter what life our witness to the Good News calls us to, we 
all have a “household” that must be consecrated to service of 
the Lord our God.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The Lord, our God, protected us along 
our entire journey (Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b).

Psalm — Taste and see the goodness of the Lord 

(Psalm 34).

Second Reading — Christ nourishes and cherishes the 
church because we are members of his body 

(Ephesians 5:21-32 [5:2a, 25-32]).

Gospel — We have come to believe and are convinced that 
you are the Holy One of God (John 6:60-69).


