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Our Lady of the Lake, St. Joseph, St. Mark,

St. Mary

     The Third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday, a day when the Church invites us to pause and rejoice.
In the midst of Advent’s watchful waiting and quiet preparation, this Sunday bursts forth like a sudden beam of
sunlight breaking through winter clouds. The rose candle on the Advent wreath reminds us that joy is not
something we manufacture by our own effort—it is a gift that comes from knowing that the Lord is near.
      In the Gospel today, we meet John the Baptist at a vulnerable moment. Imprisoned and facing uncertainty, he
sends his disciples to Jesus with a startling question: “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?”
This is the same John who leapt in his mother’s womb at the sound of Mary’s voice, the same John who boldly
proclaimed Jesus as the Lamb of God. Yet now, in the darkness of confinement, questions arise in his heart.
      John’s honest doubt teaches us something important: faith is not the absence of questions; faith is trusting
Jesus enough to bring Him our questions. And Jesus responds not with rebuke but with reassurance: “Go and tell
John what you hear and see.” The blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, and the poor receive good news. Jesus points to the unmistakable signs of God’s Kingdom breaking into
the world.
     Advent invites us to do the same—to look again, to “hear and see” what God is doing right now. Sometimes we
may feel like John, stuck in a place we did not choose, wrestling with delays, disappointments, or unanswered
prayers. But Jesus whispers to us: Look around. Grace is moving. Hope is rising. I am closer than you think.
    Gaudete Sunday reminds us that joy is not based on perfect circumstances but on the unshakable promise that
God is faithfully at work, even when we cannot see the full picture. True Christian joy grows from trust—trust
that Christ has entered our world, is present in our lives, and will come again in glory.
     As we light the rose candle, let it kindle joy in our hearts. Let it remind us that even in difficult seasons, God is
weaving something beautiful. Let us carry John’s honesty and Jesus’ reassurance into the week ahead. May we
become people who recognize God’s presence, who cherish the signs of the Kingdom around us, and who share
that joy with a world longing for hope.

Rejoice—the Lord is near!
Fr. Sahaya
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Caribou Office
31 Thomas Avenue
PO Box 625,
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Presque Isle Rectory
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 Presque Isle, ME 04769
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PASTORS IN SOLIDUM

Welcome



Saturday, Dec 13:
4:00 PM Sacred Heart ** Nancy Morneault (3rd Anniversary) by Mom, Dad & Family
4:00 PM St. Mary ** Shawn Bernard (5th Anniversary) by His Father, Charles Bernard
4:00 PM St. Theresa ** Elaine Haines By The Family
6:00 PM St. Catherine ** Robert McHatten (15th Anniversary) by Dee & Sheena
6:00 PM St. Joseph ** Tammy Chasse Delong by Mom & Dad
6:00 PM St. Louis ** Douglas Beahm by Sue Beahm
Sunday, Dec 14:  Third Sunday of Advent, Year A, Journeysongs #864
8:30 AM St. Denis ** Troy Theriault (Birthday) by Mom & Dad
9:00 AM St. Mark ** Phillip & Gladys Craig by Kevin & Jennifer Paradis & Family
10:30 AM Holy Rosary ** Gloria Hebert by The Family
11:00 AM St. Mary ** For the People

Monday, Dec 15:
8:30 AM Holy Rosary ** Steve Sperry by Sue & Pete Curran
1:30 PM Leisure Village ** Joseph & Rosaleen McCullough by Their Daughter, Rose Marie

Tuesday, Dec 16:
8:30 AM Sacred Heart ** Joe Caron by Knights of Columbus #1870
8:30 AM St. Denis ** Natalie Foster by Dede Robinson
1:30 PM Southern Acres ** Norman Johndro by Knights of Columbus #1870
6:00 PM St. Mary ** Terry Longley by Martha Frank

Wednesday, Dec 17:
9:00 AM St. Louis ** Fred & Robert Pelletier by The Pelletier Family

Thursday, Dec 18:
6:00 PM Holy Rosary ** Thomas A. Harmon (2nd Ann) by His Daughter, Suzanne Harmon Withee
6:00 PM Our Lady ** Alex Correia, James Woods, Hosea & Jamie Vierra by Carla Beaupre

Friday, Dec 19:
8:30 AM Holy Rosary ** Roger Pelkey by His Wife & Family
8:30 AM St. Mary ** Janet Beckwith by Martha Frank

Saturday, Dec 20:
4:00 PM Sacred Heart ** Paul & Marie Staples by Their Son, Kermit
4:00 PM St. Mary ** A Special Intention For Mary Whalen by Joe & Stacey Michaud
4:00 PM St. Theresa ** Levi Levesque by His Daughter, Leona & Family
6:00 PM St. Catherine ** Reginald Ouillette by The Family
6:00 PM St. Joseph ** For the People
6:00 PM St. Louis ** Mike St. Pierre by the Family

Sunday, Dec 21:
8:30 AM St. Denis ** Leo Dubois (8th Anniversary) by His Sisters, Annette, Rose & Nora
9:00 AM St. Mark ** Deceased Family Members of the Deschaine Family by Ron & Chris Grover
10:30 AM Holy Rosary ** Jim Cyr by His Wife, Marie Berthe
11:00 AM St. Mary ** Lee Thibodeau by Maylen & Judy Kenney
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Parish Prayer Line Contacts
 St. Louis ~ Gail Hjort 492-7901
 Sacred Heart ~ Sandy Levesque Staples 493-4425
 Holy Rosary ~ Gail Hjort 492-7901
 St. Mary’s ~ Marilyn Peary 762-0401
 St. Joseph ~ (Volunteer Needed)
 St. Denis ~ Stephanie Beaulieu 551-5835
 St. Mark & Our Lady ~ Joan Goodblood 435-6017

 

Readings for the week of December 14, 2025
Sunday:            Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-10 (see Is 35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11
Monday:           Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday:          Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday:   Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17
Thursday:        Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25
Friday:              Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25
Saturday:        Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38
Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-6 (7c, 10b)/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

Our annual Christmas Flower Remembrance Fund is now underway. You may
memorialize or honor a family member or friend by making a donation toward the
Advent and Christmas flowers.  The names of those memorialized or honored will be
published during the Christmas season.



Bulletin Memorials

In Loving Memory of
Maurice & Anita Soucy

By Their Loved Ones

In Loving Memory of
Shawn Bernard

By His Dad Charles 

In Loving Memory of
Wendi Voisine Leavitt 
By The Voisine Family

 

In Loving Memory of
Kenneth G. Murchison, Sr.
By The Murchison Family 

In Loving Memory of
Deputy Sheriff Matthew

Long
By Mom, Julia & Nieces 

In Loving Memory of
Albert Powers

By His Wife Lorraine
& Family 

In Loving Memory of
Gilbert Guerrette

By His Loving Wife & Family 

In Loving Memory of
Lawrence ‘Larry’  L. Shea, Jr. 

By Christine Brown & The
Shea Family

In Loving Memory of
Linda Page

By Norman & Family 

In Loving Memory of
Lionel, Doris & 

Raymond Blanchette
 Linda & Bert Ouellette

By The Family 

In Loving Memory of
Elaine Haines

By Her Husband, Neal

In Loving Memory of
Precious Glenna             
Wife & Mother 

By Her Husband Peter,
Audrey, Carla, Ned &

Athena 

In Loving Memory of
Sandra Beaupre

By Her Loving Husband
Gordon & Family 

In Loving Memory of
Sonia & Danny Labbe
By The Labbe Family 

In Loving Memory of
Omerine Cyr

By Her Loving Husband
Peter Cyr & Family 

In Loving Memory of
The Cote & Johndro Families

By Michealla & Family 

In Loving Memory of
Brenda Thibodeau

By Her Husband Galen &
Family 

In Loving Memory of
Dale Corbin & 

Michael Poisson
By Sharon Corbin &

Families

All Souls of the Faithful
Departed, all those on the

prayer line, and all those who
have no one to pray for them

by The Parish

In loving Memory of
Robert Pelletier

by Mom & Dad, Scott, Kali
& Blane 

In Loving Memory of
Real J. Oakes, Sr. &

Garnet M. Rochford 
By Their Wife, Rita Oakes

Rochford 
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Sanctuary Lamp
ST. DENIS

IN PRAYERFUL MEMORY OF
DICK & EVELYN LEVESQUE

BY THEIR FAMILY

Mother Mary Lamp
If you would like to have a lamp lit in
honor of a loved one, please call the

main office.

The Light is On For You - Confession Schedule
Monday, December 15  - Holy Rosary in Caribou from 4:00PM-6:00PM  th

Tuesday, December 16  - Sacred Heart in N. Caribou following 8:30AM Massth

Tuesday, December 16  - St. Mary in Presque Isle from 4:00PM-6:00PM with Holy Mass to follow at 6:00PM th

Wednesday, December 17  - St. Louis in Limestone following 9:00AM Mass  th

Thursday, December 18  - Our Lady of the Lake in Portage from 4:30PM-6:00PMth

Thursday, December 18  - Holy Rosary in Caribou from 4:00PM-6:00PMth

Friday, December 19  - St. Joseph in Mars Hill from 5:00PM-6:00PMth

Friday, December 19  - Holy Rosary in Caribou from 4:00PM-6:00PMth

The season of Advent is a time of
preparation for the celebration of
Our Lord's birth.  It is a time to look
forward in hope to the second
coming of Jesus in his glory.
Advent, like Lent, is also a time of
heightened prayer, penance, and
preparation so that we may be
truly ready for the Lord's coming.
It is why additional
opportunities to receive the
grace of the sacrament of
reconciliation are being made
available in our Parish. 



The Fiat Homeschool Community meets every
Tuesday at the Holy Rosary Parish Center, offering
faith-filled classes, fellowship, and prayer for
homeschooling families.    
The day starts with Mass at 8:30am at Sacred Heart
or St. Denis, followed by classes until 12:30 PM.  
New families are warmly invited!  Contact Jess
Ciszewski by phone at 521-0805 or at
jessica.ciszewski@gmail.com for more information.  

SPARE CHANGE CHALLENGE

HOLY ROSARY CHRISTMAS  GIFT CARD PROJECT 
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Come join us! Your knitting
and crocheting talent is
welcomed at the Prayer Shawl
Ministry where handmade
gifts of love are created in a
warm and inviting group
setting. For all meeting days,
times, and location please call
Dot Cyr at 207-493-7709.
 

Prayer Shawls are
available by
donation each 2nd
Sunday of the month
following Mass at
Holy Rosary in
Caribou. 

FIAT HOMESCHOOL COMMUNITY

T.  

The Daughters of Isabella
at St. Mary's are
conducting a "Spare
Change Fundraiser" for the
Pregnancy Care Center.
You will find baby bottles
located in the back of the
church in the narthex.
Please take a bottle. When
filled, please drop it in the
collection basket. Thank
you

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

OFFERING HELP

This is our last opportunity to give generously to the
Holy Rosary Gift Card project. Keeping with tradition,
the committee is collecting funds to purchase gift
cards to local grocery stores for those in need. The
need is great this year. We will be collecting funds at
both Holy Rosary church entrances today only:
December 14 . Please take this opportunity to help.th

We want to take this opportunity to thank you for your
generosity during our collection.   

Caribou Ecumenical
Food Pantry
(supported in part by
Holy Rosary Church)
31 Herschel Street,
Suite One
Tuesdays and
Thursdays 7:30 a.m. to
11 a.m. and Saturday 8
a.m. to 9 a.m. or by
appt.  
Contact: 207-493-
4860

This is the last weekend to
collect a tag from the Holy
Rosary Giving Tree.  Please
return ALL GIFTS  by Tuesday,
December 16 .  Gifts are being
delivered Friday of that week.

th

For the most current information of happenings in
our Parish please visit our website at:

www.theppb.org
You will find lots of up-to-date information.  This
includes church bulletins, our snow policy, Mass

times, and much more.  Check it out today.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE NEW
PARISH REGISTRATION FORM BY

12/25/2025 
 www.theppb.org

If you do not complete the new
2025 form you will be marked

inactive in the parish.  



HOLY ROSARY, CARIBOU

ST. MARY, PRESQUE ISLE

OUR LADY OF THE LAKE, PORTAGE

ST. DENIS, FORT FAIRFIELD

SACRED HEART, N. CARIBOU

UPCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS

ST. THERESA, STOCKHOLM

ST. LOUIS, LIMESTONE

PRAYERS AND DEVOTIONS Parish of the Precious Blood |December 14, 2025

Saturday
3:30 PM Rosary before Mass
1st Tuesday
8:30 AM Mass
9:00 AM Adoration & Confession
 

No winter Adoration times
scheduled.  Will resume in the
Spring.

 Rosary 
8:00 AM prior to Daily Mass
8:00 AM on Sundays
Tuesday
9:00 AM. Faith Sharing 
Thursday
9:15 AM. Cenacle of the Marian
Movement of Priests. 
4th Friday
No Adoration for the month of
December

1st Friday
9:00 AM Mass
9:30 AM Adoration
 

Confession is offered after Daily Mass
& before Sat. & Sun. Masses
Tuesday
Holy Rosary Making Team—Contact
Diane at 207-492-4261
Faith Sharing Group following 6:00 PM
Mass
1st Friday
5:00 PM Adoration & Confession
6:00 PM Mass
Sunday
10:30AM Rosary before Mass

1st Thursday
5:00 PM Adoration & Confession
6:00 PM Mass

Sunday 
8:30 AM Rosary before Mass
 

 

ST. MARK, ASHLAND

ONLINE DONATION

ONLINE GIVING is SAFE AND SECURE
Online giving meet the same security standards

as online banking. Just be sure to use a secure
internet connection (not a public wifi spot).

LOOKING AHEAD
The Light is On for You - December 15  - 19  th th

Additional week of opportunity to receive the 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent.

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 21st
Lighting of the last purple candle - Love

Also known as the Angel’s Candle

The Nativity of the Lord - December 25th
Holy Day of Obligation

 "And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us" (John 1:14)

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph - December 28th

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God - January 1, 2026

December 14th
Retired Religious

December 21st
Monthly Maintenance Fund

December 25  th

HOPE Assistance Fund
Tuesday
9:00 AM Rosary

Monday
7:00 PM 1st & 3rd Mondays ~ 
Men’s Faith Sharing
Thursday
7:00 PM Burning Bush Prayer
Group
7:00 PM That Man Is You-Men’s
Group
1st Friday 
5:00 PM Adoration & Confession
6:00 PM Mass
1st Saturday
10:15 Holy Mass followed by
Followers of the Cross.  
Sunday
6:00 PM 2nd & 4th Sundays~ 
Parish Moms’ Group at Parish
Center

The Candle of Joy, also known as
the Shepherd Candle, is the third
candle of the Advent wreath. It
symbolizes the joy that comes
through Jesus' arrival and the
salvation he has gifted us. This

candle is typically lit in pink,
representing joy and celebration.

The third Sunday of Advent, is often
referred to as Gaudete Sunday.  

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ST. JOSEPH, MARS HILL
2nd Friday
5:30 PM  Adoration

The Holy Rosary Blanket Ministry was able to raise
$300.00 for the fuel fund with the sale of our children's
Christmas blankets. We thank you for supporting our
Ministry and we wish everyone a very Merry Christmas.
May the New Year bring you Blessings of Hope, Peace,
Joy and Love. 



Third Sunday of Advent - The candle of Joy
Read Matthew 11: 2-11

Let’s Pray Today’s Lesson
Dear God, 
Thank You for Jesus! We know that
every good gift we receive comes
from you and the greatest gift is
eternal life brought down to us
through your Son. Father, we thank
you. 
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

    Today we learn that John the Baptist was
hearing about all the miracles Jesus was doing.
He sent a message to Jesus asking if he was
the Messiah.   
  Jesus answered, “The blind can see. The
crippled can walk. The deaf can hear. The dead
are raised to life.”  John knew Jesus was the
Messiah.
   Jesus is God’s gift to us. Jesus came to earth
to give us life -- eternal life! 
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JAMES MOCKLER

IDELLA THOMPSON MARQUIS

Mockler 
Funeral Home

24 Reservoir Street, P.O. Box 27

Caribou, ME 04736

Phone: (207) 492-9385

Fax: (207) 493-9908

E-Mail: mocklerfh@myfairpoint.net

www.mocklerfuneralhome.com

JIM’S AUTO CARE
38 Access Highway

493-3128 • 492-0220

Owner Jim Soucy
Service Guaranteed

P.O. Box 967

166 Washburn Road

Caribou, Maine 04736

1-877-238-8006

Phone 207-498-8006

Fax 207-498-8998

Email: sales@aroostookfoods.com

Aroostook Foods
Experience the Advantage

Knights of Columbus

Fort Fair¿eld Council 1753
Caribou Council 1870

Presque Isle Council 2524
Limestone Council 2851
www.maineknights.com

DAVID P.  

LEVASSEUR, DDS

207-764-3040 

169 ACADEMY STREET 

PRESQUE ISLE

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Mac Economy

meconomy@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6442

Kaden Daigle
207-288-7878
Serving Aroostook County  

and More!

TIRES  • BREAKS  • OIL CHANGES  • ALIGNMENTS

No Stress with Point S!

PRESQUE ISLE

30 RICE ST

207-764-1800

CARIBOU

84 WATER ST

207-492-1500



December 3rd
2024

tpms.igivecatholic.org
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GIBERSON-DORSEY
FUNERAL HOME INC.

Established 1925

Serving Fort Fairfield

and surrounding communities

Aaron M. Giberson, President

144 Main Street 
Fort Fairfield, Maine 04742

Telephone: 207-472-4731

Maine

CatholicMatch.com/ME

Heating Oil

& Propane

Heating/AC System

Installation

& Service

Price Protection

& Budget Plans

Service Plans

Delivering on A promisesm

.

Presque Isle (207) 769-2931
www.deadriver.com 

247 Main Street, Presque Isle

207-762-5151
fax 207-764-7034

Mars Hill IGA
7 Market Street

Mars Hill

207-425-2411
fax 207-429-8871

Hillside IGA
207 Main Street

Fort Fairfield

207-473-7942
fax 207-473-7702

Star City IGA

Northern Maine 

Dental, LLC
Your Family Dentists
14 Access Highway, Suite #4 
Caribou, Maine 04736 

207.492.9521
www.northernmainedental.com

AG
Anne  

Perreault, E.A.
ACCOUNTANT

ENROLLED AGENT

AG Tax & Accounting 
Services

Helping Small Businesses  
in the County

207-493-1361
805 NORTH MAIN STREET

CARIBOU

Electric & Control Service

Industrial/Commercial

Peter G. LaJoie - Parishioner

207-762-0670
www.lajoieelectric.com

PRESQUE ISLE

CARIBOU 
PAINTING 
COMPANY

James Dempsey - Owner

207-484-8287

www.cariboupaintingcompany.com

	 30 Church Street	 8 Main Street	 11 Clover Street
	 Presque Isle, ME	 Mars Hill, ME	 Caribou, ME

	 764-0625	 425-2698	 492-2171

www.duncan-graves.com | info@duncan-graves.com

4 Ambulance/Police  

4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert

MDMedAlert!™
At HOME and AWAY!

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

You Need

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

Fort Kent 
834-3102

Caribou 
496-6723

Presque Isle 
764-2720

Houlton 
532-2263

Lincoln 
794-6113

Go where the builders go!

www.swcollins.com

McElwain’s 
Strawberry Farm
711 Sweden Street, Caribou

207-498-8276
www.mcelwainstrawberryfarm.com

• Strawberries
• Apples 

• Sweet Corn 
• Pumpkins 

• Squash
• Seasonal Vegetables 

Your legacy gift supports  

the vitality of Catholic 

parishes, organizations, 

and ministries in Maine 

now and in perpetuity.

(207) 321-7820
catholicfoundationmaine.org

www.drcraigsmall.com

37 HERSCHEL ST, CARIBOU	 207.496.5111

491 MAIN ST, PRESQUE ISLE	 207.764.5111 207-769-2900
Serving Aroostook County

The COUNTY STOVE SHOP
The Heartbeat of The County  
meeting all your heating needs

	
 Pellet - Wood

Gas Stoves - Fireplaces

 
1154 Presque Isle Rd. • Caribou

(207) 498-8572
www.countystoveshop.com

Guiding You From
Start To Finish

207-498-2900

www.kie@errealestate.com

207.498.6021 

264 Sweden St.  

Caribou

ROOFING SERVICES

EXTERIORS

ROOF SYSTEM INSTALLATIONS

ROOF SYSTEM INSTALLATIONS

ROOF REPAIR SERVICES

ROOF REPAIR SERVICES

SKYLIGHT REPLACEMENTS

SKYLIGHT REPLACEMENTS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL


