Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord Sunday, January 4, 2026

Roman Catholic Catholiques Romaines
Family of Parishes de Sarnia Bluewater

Welcoming Communities, Encountering Christ, Sharing Faith and Caring for All

Sarnia Bluewater Famille des Paroisses
1’4:;;;{%%§§i5—’

Accueillir les communautés, rencontrer le Christ, partager la foi et étre bienveillants envers tous

OUR LADY OF MERCY  QUEEN OF PEACE  SACRED HEART  ST. BENEDICT
ST. JOSEPH ST. MICHAEL ST-THOMAS D’AQUIN

OFFICE HOURS Telephone: 519-336-2653
email: sbrcfp@dol.ca  www.sarniacatholic.ca

Monday to Friday
9:00am to 5:00pm

MAILING ADDRESS

1011 Oak Avenue,
Sarnia, ON N7S 1J4

EX T

PARISH LOCATIONS
Our Lady of Mercy
390 Christina St.N.
Sarnia ON N7T 5V9

Queen of Peace
566 Rosedale Ave.
Sarnia ON N7V 174

Office:

Wed. 12pm-6pm; Fri. 10am-4pm
Rekkkk
Sacred Heart
1465 Lecaron Ave.
Sarnia ON N7V 3J4
St. Benedict
1011 Oak Ave.
Sarnia ON N7S 1J4
St. Joseph
293 Stuart St.
Sarnia ON N7T 3B9

TRk

St. Michael
) 1920 Wildwood Dr. « In case of a Pastoral Emergency, please call the parish office at
Brights Grove ON NON 1C0 519-336-2653 EXT.9 and leave a message. Voice messages will go to
Office: Wed. 9am-12pm the parish email and will be checked and calls returned.
ek e En cas d'urgence pastorale, veuillez appeler le bureau paroissial au
St. Thomas d’Aquin 519-336-2653 EXT.9 et laisser un message. Les messages vocaux iront
895 Champlain Rd. au courrier élegtronique de la paroisse et seront vérifiés et les appels
Sarnia ON N7V 2E9 seront retournés.
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We pray for all who have died and
for those who mourn
their passing

Jack Walker
Lucia Lima
Claudio DeMelo

Pray for Vocations
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Deacon Gaston Mabaya
Deacon Gary Flewelling

Diocesan Centre Administrative Assistants

Sharon Hunt, Pastoral Minister
Lucia Costa, Pastoral Minister
Rev. Josef Danys

Readings for Sunday,
January 4, 2026
1st Reading
Isaiah 60:1-6
2nd Reading
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Gospel
Matthew 2:1-12

HOW TO REACH US

PASTORAL TEAM

Pastor
Rev. Brian Jane ex.222
Associate Pastors
Rev. Michael Woods ex.225
Associate Pastor in Mentorship
Rev. Andrew Ankamah C.S.Sp. ex. 230
Priest in Residence
Rev. Keith Morrison
Lay Ecclesial Ministers
Leonia Downie ex.228
Jenn Stewart ex.229
Deacons
Deacon David Cummings ex.235
Deacon David Kraemer ex.238
Deacon Christopher Stoesser

STAFF
Business Manager
Louis Guimond ex.240
Finances
Cathy Cimetta ex.241
Lisa DeSena ex.242
Administrative Assistants
Anna lafrate ex.200
Michelle Christie ex.201
Czeslawa Piechota ex.220
Communications Coordinator
Annie Ferrera ex.221
Media Assistant
Alyssa DeCiantis ex.245
Custodial Staff
519-336-2653 (call will be directed)
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K Please Pray For "

Audrey Heath Sandra Cabiddu
Steve Mechan

Charlie O’Rae Tony Lavoratore Bertha Priest Scot Blythe
Martha Fracalanza Tony Muir Mary Debus Madeleine Serratore
Debbie O’Hagan Priya Marie Johnson Lisa Fex
Peter Tote John VanWerde
Maria Margarida Pacheco Nora Kraemer
Wanda Stephenson Ghislaine Bernard Annetta Houston

Peter Murphy Veronie Hutchings Raymond Lucier Michael Houston

Shannon Murdoch Pat Tremain Mary Bigras Virginia Vanderveen

Brad Kelch Margie Blake Ray Tomkins Fred Hubert Jackie Kennedy
% Hildred Kuiack Benjamin Siebert S

*
anns®

Doreen Ducharme

Dan Blythe
Sonya Aarssen :
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WEEKEND CONFESSIONS

Saturday
8:45am-9:30am
Queen of Peace

Confessions are also available before or after weekday Mass and
by calling the parish office for an appointment.

11am-12:00pm
Our Lady of Mercy

Sunday
4:30pm-4:45pm (Sp.)
St. Thomas d’Aquin

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Vigil Masses
4:00pm - Our Lady of Mercy
4:30pm - St. Thomas d’Aquin(Eng.)
5:00pm - Queen of Peace(Eng.)
Sunday Masses
8:30am - Our Lady of Mercy
9:00am - Queen of Peace(Pol./Eng.)
9:00am - Sacred Heart
9:00am - St. Benedict
10:30am - St. Michael, Bright’s Grove
11:00am - Sacred Heart
11:00am - St. Joseph
11:00am - St. Thomas d’Aquin(Fr.)
5:00pm - St. Thomas d’Aquin(Sp.)
6:30pm - St. Benedict

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Heavenly Father,
bless your Church with an
abundance of holy and zealous
priests, deacons, brothers,
and sisters.

Give those you have called to
the married state and those you
have chosen to live as single
persons in the world, the special
graces that their lives require.
Form us all in the likeness of

your Son so that in him,
with him, and through him,
we may love you more deeply
and serve you more faithfully,
always and everywhere.
With Mary, we ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen

Vocations Committee Supreme Council,
Knights of Columbus

WEDDING BANNS ~ FIRST PUBLICATIONS
The Catholic Diocese of Vasai, Maharashtra, India,
St. John Paull Il Catholic Church, Tathawade Village, Pune,
announce marriage banns of
Mr. Albert Joseph & Miss Lily Polekad to be married at
St. John Paull Il Catholic Church, Tathawade Village, Pune,
on February 4™ 2026



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/60?1
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Weekday Mass Intentions - January 5 - January 10

Monday, January 5

8:00am Queen of Peace - English
God’s blessings for Veronica

12:10pm Our Lady of Mercy
Alda Lucchese

Faustino Chaves

Dan Placzek

lan McGuiness

Mary Ellen Holland

Intention of Gabriella

6:30pm St. Michael
Pearl Guitard
Theresa Foubister
Betty Mackey
Domenico lacobelli
Domenic D’Agostini,
Terrence & Iris Coates
Intentions of His Holiness, Pope Leo

Tuesday, January 6

9:30am Sacred Heart

Kerry Oliver

Louis Michaud

Teresa Eason

Peter Kuindersma

Joe Kennedy

Deceased family & friends of Alex,
Juanita & Julie Lew

12:10pm Our Lady of Mercy
Letizia lacobelli

In Thanksgiving for the Jubilee Year
Ellen Harty

6:30pm St. Benedict

Miranda Family

Deceased Members of Knights of
Columbus Council 11164

Joe Durocher

Loretta Sauve

Rosalba Pedraza & Guillermo Rubiano

Ferrao Family

Wednesday, January 7

8:30am St. Michael

Tony vanDelft

Ennio DeSena

Brent Burnside

Kenny Mayrand

Linda Tyrie

Intentions of Fleurette Forbes

9:30am St. Joseph

Jane Porter

Aime Guindon

Sister Marilyn Machado

Agnes D’Melo

Intentions of Ed, Evelyn, Dan Sonier
Angel, Demetria & Sibal Salting

12:10pm Our Lady of Mercy
Mary Ellen Holland

Rory Friel

Juanita Kuiack

Intentions of Frances Mori

Thursday, January 8

9:30am St. Benedict
Manuel Aguiar
Juanita Kuiack
Gary Houlahan

12:10pm Our Lady of Mercy
Bonnie Yates

Manuel Aguiar

Domenico Benacquista
Intentions of Mitro Family

6:30pm Sacred Heart

Jodie Gottfried

Fr. Mark Beard

Louis Michaud

Joe Kennedy

Antonio Leonardo, Ambrozina &
Faustino Furtado

Intentions of Frances Morin

Friday, January 9

8:30am St. Thomas d’Aquin
Intentions of Deacon David Cummings

12:10pm Our Lady of Mercy
Antonio Mezzatesta

Saturday, January 10 ~ 8:00am Queen of Peace

+Roman Domanski




CHARISMS ~ CALLED & GIFTED
What Are My Spiritual Gifts?
“Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.” - St. Catherine of Siena

We receive many gifts of the Holy Spirit through our Baptism and Confirmation. We are taught about the 7 gifts of the

Holy Spirit which are sanctifying gifts given to help us grow in our faith. We also receive charisms which are gifts that we use
for the good of others. The Holy Spirit works through us in our charisms to bring God’s love, mercy and healing to our family,
friends, fellow parishioners and to members of the community.

Since charisms are the Holy Spirit working through us, we see results above and beyond our natural abilities. When we use
our charisms, we feel energized, and have joyful satisfaction, and that we have found our place. Using your charisms is a
great remedy for burnout that many of us experience in our lives.

The charisms program involves a personal inventory quiz to help identify potential charisms, videos, a “gifts” interview to
begin your discernment, tools to help with discernment and small groups to share your experiences together.

All charisms are evangelizing in their own way and are given to the baptized for the sake of Christ’s Mission. Discerning your
charisms will help you and our Family of Parishes as we unite to spread the news of Jesus’ love and mercy to everyone we
encounter.

Discover how God has uniquely gifted you and how you can use those gifts to serve His purpose for your life.
Schedule:

Part 1 - Introduction Workshop: 5 weeks

Part Il - Individual Gifts Interviews: 1 week

Part Il - Discernment in Depth: 4 weeks

The course is offered through the work of the Catherine of Siena Institute. There is a materials fee of $60.00 per participant
which may be paid by cash, cheque, e-transfer or pay online/mobile using a credit card. For accounting purposes, please
make cheques payable to St. Michael Church. If using e-transfer, use stmichaelbg@dol.ca

In the message field write “Called & Gifted”.

Please note, if the materials fee poses a financial burden for you, please let Christine Bresette know, and the fee will be
confidentially paid for you.

If you have any questions, please contact Christine Bresette at christine.bresette@gmail.com or 519-464-2108.
Register online at www.sarniacatholic.ca or by calling the Family of Parishes office: 519-344-2653

FAMILY CATECHISM

Sarnia Bluewater
Roman Cath.oh'c Join other families in learning the
y - ) Family of Parishes Catholic Faith, experiencing
A\

community, having fun and prayer!

We have classes for every age
including teens and adults as well as

babysitting for little ones! %arn[a ;Lat[n* ﬁlag%

We meet at St. Patrick High School

on Sunday afternoons from 3:00 PM \_v
to 5:00 PM, twice a month. I i T I i

I\
Jan. 11, 25, Feb. 8, 22,

Our parishes were filled with many .

Moments of Grace and Thanksgiving Mar. 8, 29, Apr. 12, 26. Friday Mass

this Christmas season. For more information or to register Jan 9t T at 7pm
Thank you to our choirs and musicians go to Family Foundations Institute 2 %
for filling our beautifully decorated famfi.ca , ,

churches with wonderful music. and click on "Programs”, Jf erria of ﬂJB (!Eplpbanp
Thank you to all the many volunteers, or email Tara Costain at Join us for a social after Mass!

the Mass ministers, the altar servers, sarniacatechism@gmail.com

the office staff, the custodial staff,
and the many hands that ensured our

parishes were welcoming.c?mmunities May, you e’yﬂy a New Year ouerf lou)mg, with the J,Gy,

where parishioners and visitors could

encounter Christ by sharing their thatmlly God can pr ovide.
Faith and caring for all. ‘Happy New- Year!

Our Family of Parishes is so blessed.
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, January 4

Coffee Sunday ~ Our Lady of Mercy following 8:30am Mass

Coffee Sunday ~ St. Benedict — following 9am Mass

Coffee Sunday ~ Sacred Heart - following 9am & 11am Masses

Coffee & Conversation ~ St. Joseph - following 11am Mass

Vespers ~ Our Lady of Mercy — 4:30pm, potluck to follow at Our Lady of Mercy
Coffee Social ~ St. Thomas d’Aquin - following 5pm Mass

Monday, January 5

o Knitting & Crocheting ~ Sacred Heart -
» CWL Executive Meeting ~ St. Michael -

1pm
6pm

Tuesday, January 6

Divine Mercy Store ~ St. Joseph - 11:30am to 2:30pm
KofC 1429 Meeting ~ Our Lady of Mercy - 6pm
Sacramental Prep -~ Our Lady of Mercy - 6pm

KofC General Meeting ~ St. Benedict - 6:30pm
Vespers Choir Practice ~ Our Lady of Mercy - 7pm
CWL Executive Meeting ~ St. Benedict - 7pm

Wednesday, January 7

e Soup Wednesday ~ Our Lady of Mercy - following 12:10pm Mass
» Sacramental Prep ~ Our Lady of Mercy - 6pm
e Rosary in Spanish ~ St. Thomas d’Aquin - 7pm

Thursday, January 8

« Timeline Bible Study ~ St. Benedict - 1pm
» Latin Mass Choir Practice ~ Our Lady of Mercy - 7pm

Friday, January 9

e Latin Mass ~ St. Joseph - 7pm

Saturday, January 10

barnia Bluewater Roman Catholic Family of Parishes

KinderST:Rt

The St. Clair Catholic District School Board is inviting families with students registering for

kindergarten Sept 2026 to attend a KinderSIARL event at their local
Catholic School.
Drop in at the school for a visit to meet staff, engage in fun activities, and learn more about
kindergarten! For more information about the event visit: kinderstart.sccdsb.net
You can register for Kindergarten online at register.sccdsb.net

Catholic School KinderSTARt Date/Time

St. Michael Catholic School, Bright's Grove
519-869-4204

Lambton (Sarnia)

—/ CONSEIL SCOLAIRE

Pro\)ldcé‘?i’é"éE

January 13, 2026
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Holy Trinity Catholic School Sarnia
519-344-2110

January 14, 2026 Le jeudi 22 janvier |

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

St. Anne Catholic School Sarnia
519-542-2710

January 15, 2026

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm Saint-Thomas-d'Aquin

Sacred Heart Catholic School Sarnia
519-344-1601

931 Champlain Road, Sarnia
519-542-5423

January 21, 2026
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

St. Matthew Catholic School, Sarnia
519-332-4300

January 22, 2026

ise. XE
4:00 pm - 600 pm MonEcoleFrancaise.ca @ X G@ @

L

Ecole élémentaire catholique

Jjamais trop tard
powdicwmlamimle
e votre enfant, Demandez une
renconine personnalises

Portes ouvertes

18h

PrandEﬁ“t”:"é‘




UPCOMING EVENTS...

Sunday, January 11 Coffee Sunday ~ Our Lady of Mercy - following 8:30am Mass
Coffee Sunday ~ St. Benedict - following 9am Mass

Coffee Sunday ~ Sacred Heart - following 9am & 11am Masses
Coffee Sunday ~ St. Michael - following 10:30am Mass

Vespers ~ Our Lady of Mercy - 4:30pm, potluck to follow at OLM

Coffee Social ~ St. Thomas d’Aquin - following 5pm Mass

Monday, January 12 o CWL Meeting ~ Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm
o Knitting & Crocheting ~ Sacred Heart - 1pm
e Children’s Choir Practice (Spanish) ~ St-Thomas d’Aquin - 6pm

Tuesday, January 13 e CWL General Meeting ~ St. Benedict - 10am
» Divine Mercy Store ~ St. Joseph - 11:30am to 2:30pm
e Vespers Choir Practice ~ Our Lady of Mercy - 7pm

Wednesday, January 14 * Soup Wednesday ~ Our Lady of Mercy - following 12:10pm Mass
» Dames de Ste Anne Executive Meeting ~ St-Thomas d’Aquin - 1pm
e Rosary in Spanish ~ St. Thomas d’Aquin - 7pm

Thursday, January 15 Quilting Group ~ St. Michael - 9:30am

Timeline Bible Study ~ St. Benedict - 1pm

Catholic Girls League ~ St. Benedict - 6:30pm

Latin Mass Choir Practice ~ Our Lady of Mercy - 7pm

Meat Bingo - Our Lady of Mercy ~ 7pm

Friday, January 16

Saturday, January 17

Children ages 4 to 8 are invited to Liturgy of the Word with Children.

Our Lady of Mercy @ 8:30 am St. Benedict @ 9 am
Sacred Heart @ 9 am & 11 am St Michael @ 10:30 am
St. Joseph @ 11 am St-Thomas d’Aquin @ 5 pm (Spanish)

X

- -

Liturgy of the Word with children is a time to make the Word of God accessible and meaningful for young hearts and
minds, a time to teach children how to participate actively in the Mass, and a time to nurture a personal connection
with Jesus through prayer and Scripture.

Looking for something to do this Winter?

Support St. Benedict Parish at Jackpot Time Bingo.
Why not visit Jackpot Time at 825 Upper Canada Drive, and
enjoy a game of bingo in a comfortable, newly renovated facility.
Bingos run twice daily, at 1pm and 7pm. Charitable gaming centers
across Ontario have contributed to the incredible milestone of
$600 million to local charities this year. Our charity is proud to participate in this initiative. You will be
supporting St. Benedict Parish and the money raised is used for building upgrades as needed. Thanks to our
group of volunteers that make the time to help at Jackpot Time, the parish reaps the financial reward.
Thank you for your support!




Is running your home too much work?
Maybe it’s time to experience the
convenience and freedom of
personalized retirement services and
the warmth of our vibrant community.
Stay active, inspired and comfortable
on your terms. If you’d like to spend
more time on the things and people you
love, then it’s time for Fairwinds!

il
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LIZ WODHAM

independent Senior Sales Director

172 Front Street North
[Sarnia, Ontario NTT 553
Call Taxt: 519-466-2090
Ezwedham@icioud.com
weaew. marykay. citwodham

Nrmsion or bring thin drerScment

amd veceime Shin Amalysh, Makewp Lovion
o Fieve Gt oo LM

Fairwinds Lodge

MACZKO CHIROPODY & ORTHOTICS CENTRE

James F Maczko B A__, D.CH_, Chiropodist
Chelsea Charteris B.SC_, D.CH_, Chiropodist
Allison Deery BA_, D.CH_, Chiropodist

Office 519-337-9540

Email: info@sorefoot ca > o,
559 Exmouth Street, Samia Ont 3 c
www.sorefoot ca S pe
FOOT CARE SPECIALISTS

Le Centre culturel ﬁ'anccphune Jolliet .

3 &N

Offre des activités sportives, A,

culturelles et sociales ouvertes a
toute la communauté.

Devenez membre dés maintenant!

3- 901 Promenade Les Rapides Sarnia. 519-332-3774-
ogmail.com - Lundi au vendredi 13h30 a 18hoo

N\
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shine athome

Seniors’ Home Independence Network

In Home Care -
Companionship
Housekeeping
www.shineathome.ca
519-336-9898 - Live at Home -
We’ll make it easy

Our Lady of Mercy Cemetery
Resurrection Cemetery
& Crematorium

519-542-2623

www.catholiccemeteries.on.ca

Ct

1885 London Line
Sarnia, Ontario

Family Service Advisors: Jennifer Siklosi & Tiffanie Vancoillie

@ Recovery || FnorTHGATE]

CANADA % PHARMACY
YOU HAVE THE POWER TO CHANGE!
Richard Kelch

Better Mental Health is for Everyone!
MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR LIFE TODAY! SRS Rl

Weekly meetings: Our Lady of Mercy Church Hall
every Wednesday at 7PM

Jagjit Singh
519-344-8222

More information at: www.recoverycanada.ca

T CSIING

COLL/SION CENTRES.
ST. CLAIR

* CHRYSLER » DODGE » FIAT » FORD » HYUNDAI
* GENESIS = GM « JEEP * KIA - COLLISION CERTIFIED

engaged &
encounter

AWedding is a Day... A Marriage fs a Lifetime*

S

Getting Married? Weekend Retreat Marriage Preparation
www.ceelondon.ca 519-542-8826

Private & Personal....
AIRPORTS in: Toronto, Detroit, Flint, Hamilton, London, Kitchener/Waterloo

“Door to Door” Chauffeur Service + 24 HRS. Day

Text or Call Sean McAnulty @ 519-466-8811



http://www.shineathome.ca/

519-337-3743

HUCKER

ez = FLIJUH tl]'.I'EFIIHﬁS x|

1375 Confederation St, Sarnia ON N7S 5P1
www.HuckerFloorCoverings.com

PR
HOME TEAM ADVANTAGE

Real Estate Done

—~
== RE/MAX
v

sarnia realty inc., soieuge:
Different incspenterty Owred 8 Cpersied

COREY & SEIELLEY JONES

REALTORS®

519.331.5552
corey@hometeamadvantage.ca
519.331.9682
shelley@hometeamadvantage.ca

Proud Sponsc

sof. @ Noglles Gt \/ g
w  Hos|

cle Network
TO CHILDREN pitals

Advantage.ca
5

DR MICHAEL ROCCA

DENTISTRY HBSc DDS

AT

Fax:

Ph: 519-491-7777 519-491-2277
724 Michigan Avenue * Point Edward * N7V 1G8

GLENN ETHRIDGE
/ COUNSELLING SERVICES

Glenn Ethridge, sa ssw._msw. rsw
Registered Social Worker & Psychotherapist

._E E 519.466.3005
1040 Chelsey Court E ethridge.counseling@gmail.com
Sarnia ON N7S 0B5 etheridgecounselling.com

NICK VILLEMAIRE

Master Electrician

_|_

ELECTRIC

Owner,

(V)
Centified Foot Care Nurses ~ Kara Douglass & Marianne Pilkey
‘Working within Samia-Lambton

We will come (0 you to complete
basic & advanced foot care
| N C in the privacy of your home,
Contact us today to schedule your
foot care treatment
(519) 381-4954

519.918.9600

nursing home or retirement residence.

St. Joseph Church
Divine Mercy Free Store
Open Tuesdays
11:30am - 2:30pm

FREE
Clothing for Adults & Children
Donations of new and gently
used clothing_are greatly
appreciated

293 Stuart St.
Sarnia, Ontario
Devine St. Entrance

Donating to your Parish...
Interac e-transfer &
Pre-Authorized
Donations & PLLENTY

We  owr
Residents.
S&R Seniors Living

Seniors Living

.« (Contact Lisa at
g |ldesena@dol.ca
» lor Cathy at 3 i
{ - |ccimetta@dol.ca | Frmrshi

or call the office El

519-336-2653

or simply scan the QR
code & follow the easy
1 [directions.

E-transfer to:

Our Lady of Mercy/

St, Joseph olm@dol.ca
St. Benedict
saintbenedict@dol.ca
St. Michael
stmichaelbg@dol.ca
Sacred Heart
shsarnia@dol.ca
Queen of Peace
qofpeace@dol.ca
St-Thomas d’Aquin
sta@dol.ca

Landmark Village
1370 U'Heritage Drive, Samia
Independent Living
Wellness Plans & Enriched Care

Rosewood Village
711 Indian Road N., Samia
Independent Living
Supportive Services & Enriched Care

Twin Lakes Village
1310 Murphy Road, Samnia
Independent Living
Supportive Services

Village on the St. Clair
170 Front Street S., Samia
Independent Living
Supportive Services

To explore our Villages call:

1-855-491-3042 LU0k Tour,

Receive a Gift!
I

www.srseniorsliving.ca

St. Joseph Church
Divine Mercy Free Store
Open Tuesdays
11:30am - 2:30pm

FREE
Clothing for Adults & Children
Donations of new and gently
used clothing are greatly
appreciated

f%

M

293 Stuart St.
Sarnia, Ontario
Devine St. Entrance

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

OUR LADY OF MERCY/ST. JOSEPH: John Spinozzi

QUEEN OF PEACE: Joanna Kazanecki, Diane Wigchert

SACRED HEART: John Roman, Linda lacovella

ST. BENEDICT: Leo Mayer, Regina Croskery

ST. MICHAEL: Marc Hammond (chair), Helen Ross

ST-THOMAS d’AQUIN: Frank Vautour (Eng.), Doris Leblanc

(Fr.), Raymundo Mendez (Sp.)
https://sarniacatholic.ca/parish-pastoral-council
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Blessing your home

For centuries, Christians throughout the world have had a tradition of “chalking doors”
on the solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord (January 5 this year), which celebrates the
manifestation of Christ to the nations. Inspired by the Magi, the family uses chalk to
mark the lintel or doorpost with the following symbols: - The numbers are for the year. -
The crosses symbolize Christ's cross. - The letters are the initials of the traditional
names of the Magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin
phrase Christus Mansionem Benedicat, which means “May Christ bless this house.”
This offers everyone from the home a reminder that Christ has blessed the home and all
those in it.

Here is a simple blessing from the U.S. Bishops’ book Catholic Household Blessings &
Prayers:

Lord God of heavenand earth, you revealed your only-begotten Sonto every nation
by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it.
Fill us with the light of Christ, that our concern for others:may reflect your love.
We ask this through Christ 'our Lord Amen.

Sources: Deacon Eric Paige, usccb.org, vatican.va



