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The Divine Mercy Free Store has been open since December, 2022, every Tuesday, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Today we would like to update you on what has been happening.

First of all, we would like to thank everyone for their very generous donations of new and gently used clothing, donations of refreshments and treats for our visitors, volunteers for their time and compassion, and the special gift of the Divine Mercy framed picture which is displayed for all to see as they visit our store.

We  have been giving away clothing to adults and children, all free of charge, and we have also been providing coffee, treats, and conversation, in our mini warming centre in the hall, where we always have beautiful gospel music playing.  

We have served several visitors so far, all with their own stories, a few of which we would like to share with you today.  A mother of two recently visited.  They had been locked out of their home by the father, and were sleeping in their car.  They only had the clothes on their backs and were in desperate need of clothing.  We were able to provide her with clothes, toothbrushes, toothpaste, boots, coats, hats and mitts for her and her children.  Another young girl, recently experiencing a difficult time, also needed clothing and we were able to provide her with a coat, boots, socks, and warm sweaters.  Another young lady, wearing an oversized men’s jacket and boots with holes, came in and we helped her pick out a new coat, boots, jeans, sweater, hat, mitts and socks.  She was such a gentle soul and so appreciative.  And then there is our friend Richard, who visits us regularly, not for any clothing, but just to come and see us to have a cup of coffee and chat.  We’ve had wonderful conversations with him and many others about Jesus Christ and the messages in the Bible.  

Even though many of our visitors are going through difficult times, they are so very thankful and we often hear them say things like, “What a blessing this is” or “God bless you”.  But what we have found is that we gain so much more from them than they do from us.  We have the opportunity to live our faith, to reach out and help our brothers and sisters in need, with compassion and dignity, just as Jesus asks us to do. 

Jesus asks us to see him in every person we meet, especially in those suffering.  Pope Francis reminds us of the importance of mercy and reaching out: “Let us open our eyes and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our brothers and sisters who are denied their dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled to heed their cry for help.”
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