CWL Newsletter #42 

Good Morning CWL Sisters:

Stefanie has been away on work business this week, so I (Mary van Delft) offered to prepare the weekly newsletter this week.  I think you will all agree with me that Stefanie does an amazing job keeping us all informed of the happenings of our own CWL council as well as the news from our Provincial and National CWL’s.

Welcome to November!  The weather changed significantly this week to the more seasonal, cooler temperatures we expect at this time of the year. Many of us have been busy cleaning up our gardens, getting our plants ready for winter, enjoying the beautiful colours that the fall gives us and then raking up all those leaves when they drop. The fall is such a beautiful time of the year!  Now we will be getting out warmer jackets and close-toed shoes!!

We begin this month with the Feast of All Saints when we honour the saints in heaven and then the Feast of All Souls, a day of prayer and remembrance for the faithful departed, particularly the souls in purgatory.  We pray especially for our own family members and friends who have passed away and the deceased members of St. Michael CWL.

Update on Our Fall Fundraisers

Fruit Pies and Tourtieres:  
All the fruit pies (except for two strawberry-rhubarb pies) have been sold.  Thank you again, to everyone who supported the fruit pie fundraiser by supplying ingredients or money for ingredients, helping at the pie workshops, buying the pies and even those of you who have enjoyed eating the pies and promoted them to your friends.  We are very grateful for all your support.  441 fruit pies were made.
The second of two tourtiere making workshops was held this past Monday. We are again thankful for the tremendous turnout of helpers at the workshop and for those cooked the meat.  Over the two workshops, 308 tourtieres were made. They will be sold at the Christmas Market for $20.

Christmas Market on November 15
With the pie-making fundraisers complete, our focus now turns to the Christmas Market.  A small group of volunteers spent two days assembling gift baskets this week. Again, the generosity of our members is overwhelming; so many beautiful donations were received for this year’s baskets, raffle and silent auction.  The baskets and the items in the raffle and silent auction, attract shoppers to our Market.  THANK YOU!
There are still lots of opportunities to get involved in this year’s Christmas Market, including the day of the Market and before:
· Frozen Cookie Dough Workshop:  Tuesday, November 4 from 6:00-9:00pm.  We are looking for volunteers to help us with our Frozen Cookie Dough Workshop.  The cookie dough will be sold at our Christmas Market.  It is a very fun activity.  Please bring your aprons and stand mixers!  All cookie ingredients will be provided.
· Baking:  Our bake table at the Market is always incredible.  Consider donating some of your special home-made treats and/or preserves to this year’s Market.
· Volunteers are Needed on Market Day (November 15):  There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex with a number of opportunities to help out. The Market is open from 9:00am-1:00pm.  Consider helping, even for a few hours.  


CWL Social Justice:
We have been asked to share these CWL Social Justice action items with you. When we join our voices with other Catholic Women’s League of Canada members across the country, we can make a difference:

1. From Jessie Parkinson, National Chairperson of Social Justice: regarding private member’s Bill C-218: An Act to amend the criminal Code (medical assistance in dying):


2.	From Linda Van Raay, Diocesan Social Justice Chair:

As some of you know, the Canadian government, before the elections, had tabled a budget.  Some of the recommendations in this budget were concerning.  Recommendations #429 and #430 recommended that any religious organization that doesn't support abortions should not get tax credits for their donations.  There is also another recommendation that is of concern.  The budget includes the taxing of priests' residences as well.  

Since Parliament was prorogued, this budget should have been "scrapped".  But, according to lawyers for charities, it hasn't been.  Articles have appeared in several newspapers opposing #429 and #430, as recently as September.  They all say it will be detrimental to Canadian society.         
  
Parliament has been sitting since September, but the budget committee is just starting, with a deadline of November 1st for tabling Carney's first budget.  Hopefully, they will listen to reason and not bring these forward.

We need to inform our members of parliament that we are against these recommendations.  Since the "window" of the nationwide survey has passed, our only solution is letter writing.  I have attached an example letter, MP contact information, and how to address MPs.

Please feel free to compose your own letter.    

Yours in Christ,
Linda Van Raay


Noteworthy Events from Our National, Provincial and Diocesan Councils:
To remain up to date on National, Provincial and Diocesan news and events, I encourage everyone to regularly check out the CWL National, Provincial and Diocesan websites.
 
Upcoming Events 
· November 3rd - CWL Executive Meeting – St. Michael Meeting Room – 6:30pm - **All CWL members are invited to attend Executive Meetings
· November 4 –Cookie Dough Workshop – 6:00-9:00pm – St. Michael Meeting Room
· November 15th – CWL Christmas Market 
· November 25th – CWL Regional Meeting – St. Benedict’s – 7pm **All CWL members are welcome to attend
· December 1st - CWL Executive Meeting – St. Michael Meeting Room – 6:30pm - **All CWL members are invited to attend Executive Meetings
· December 10th – CWL General Christmas Meeting – St. Michael Church & Dinner at Huron Oaks – 6pm-9pm – more details to come
· March 6th – World Day of Prayer hosted by St. Michael CWL – more details to come
· April 20-21, 2026 - London Diocesan Convention & Annual Meeting of Members – Chatham - more details to come
· June 6th – St. Michael CWL Spring Retreat – more details to come

· Link to St. Michael CWL page on the Family of Parishes website St. Michael.
 
· To check out all upcoming events taking place within the Family of Parishes, you can check out the weekly Bulletin HERE


 Prayers
· For Pope Leo’s special intention for November- inspired by Pope Francis - For the prevention of suicide.  Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts might find the support, care and love they need in their community, and be open to the beauty of life.
· For the souls in purgatory.
· For our monthly CWL Mass Intention for November:  For the repose of the souls of our deceased CWL members. 
· For God’s blessings across our St. Michael CWL Sister Membership. May the Holy Spirit continue to be with us and support us as we work to fulfil our mandate to promote the teachings of the Catholic Church, uphold Christian values, and advocate for social justice and human rights. 
·  For the intentions of our CWL members and their families especially those who are sick, undergoing treatments, or requiring surgery that they will be given the comfort, strength and the grace they need to face their challenges and be returned to good health and for their caregivers.
· For the intentions held within our St. Michael Parish Prayer Intention Book.
· For the land on which we gather, that is part the ancestral land of the Chippewa, Odawa, and Potawatomi peoples, referred to collectively as the Anishinaabeg. We pray that together – as a treaty people – we respect the environment that sustains all life, protecting the future for those generations to come.
· For peace in our world.
 
 
Here I Am Lord, Send Me!
If you have any questions about the Catholic Women’s League, have other concerns or need help, but don’t know who to ask, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me and I will try to help if I can.  
If you have a prayer request that you would like sent out to our CWL members or if you have a celebration that you would like to share with your sisters in the League let me know.  
I can be reached at 519-381-3129 or cwlsmbg@gmail.com.  
 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Pray for Us and Bless Us in All We Do

Stefanie Hammond 
CWL President – St. Michael Council 
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