
Sarnia Bluewater
 Roman Catholic

    Family of Parishes

Famille des Paroisses
Catholiques Romaines

de Sarnia Bluewater

GOOD NEWS MONTHLY
BONNES NOUVELLES MENSUELLES

MARCH
2026

MARS
2026

OFFICE / BUREAU
  1011 Oak Avenue, Sarnia, N7S 1J4 

519-336-2653
www.sarniacatholic.ca

http://www.sarniacatholic.ca/


Financial
Update

Jenn’s Monthly
Happenings

Lent / Easter

World Day of
Prayer

A Mystery

Franciscanism

Social Justice

Les Dames de
Ste-Anne

CWL

Knights of
Columbus 

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE

WELCOMING COMMUNITIES, ENCOUNTERING CHRIST, SHARING FAITH AND CARING FOR ALL

GOOD NEWS MONTHLY
BONNES NOUVELLES MENSUELLES

MARCH
2026

MARS
2026



GOOD NEWS MONTHLY
BONNES NOUVELLES MENSUELLES

MARCH
2026

MARS
2026

Sacred Heart Reserve
7.6 months

Queen of Peace Reserve
12.6 months

St Michael Reserve
11.6 months
St Michael

OLM-St Joseph Reserve
9.5 months

St Benedict Reserve
15.4 months
St Benedict

St Thomas d'Aquin Reserve
6.6 months

St Thomas d'Aquin
$16,275 

$10,073 

$37,061 

 
$11,544 

$8,707 

$25,240 

$43,898 

$24,710 

$40,418 

$18,229 

$31,667 
$26,649 

$16,701 

$25,823 

$23,961 

$12,315 

$11,266 

$14,120 

$31,548 

$9,441 

 $-

 $12,000
$10,000

$8,000
$6,000
$4,000
$2,000

 $-

 $35,000

$30,000

 $25,000

 $20,000

$15,000

$10,000

 $5,000

 $60,000  
$50,000  
$40,000  
$30,000  
$20,000  
$10,000

 $-

 $-

 $25,000

 $20,000

 $40,000  

$30,000  

$20,000
 $10,000

 $30,000  

$20,000  

$10,000

 $-

 $10,000

 $5,000

 $-

 $50,000
$45,000
$40,000
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000

$5,000

 $-

 $16,000

$14,000

 $12,000

$10,000

$8,000

$6,000

 $4,000

$2,000

 $20,000

$15,000

$10,000

$5,000

 $-

 $35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000

$5,000
 $-

 $35,000

$30,000

$25,000

$20,000

$15,000

$10,000

$5,000

 $-

Monthly offerings

Offrandes mensuel

Dec

Jan

Sacred Heart
 

QueenofPeace
 

Monthly offerings

Monthly offerings Monthly offerings

Monthly offerings

Nov

$32,844 

$9,155

$53,217

$32,438 

$13,694 

$27,364 

$37,165 

$26,761 

$32,445

$20,408 

SACRED HEART

QUEEN OF PEACE

Receipts
Expenditures

Nov

Dec

Jan

Nov

Dec

Jan

Receipts

Expenditures

 
ST JOSEPH

ST MICHAEL

Receipts

Expenditures

Nov

Dec

Jan

Nov

Dec

Jan

Expenditures

ST THOMAS D'AQUIN

Receipts
Expenditures

Jan

Nov

Dec

Receipts

Expenditures

OUR LADYOFMERCY -

Receipts

ST BENEDICT

 $40,000

 $14,000

$12,000

$10,000

$8,000

$6,000

$4,000

$2,000

 $-

 $15,000

 $50,000

 $40,000

 $-

Our Lady of Mercy-St Joseph

Operating Statement Operating Statement

Operating Statement Operating Statement

Operating Statement

Operating Statement

RENDER UNTO CAESAR
OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES MONTHLY FINANCIAL UPDATE

January is the beginning of our new financial year. We reset everything to zero
and start a new year full of hope. We use financial information as a tool to
manage our “business”, but our real business is to proclaim the Gospel and build
the Kingdom, being led by the Holy Spirit.
The strong financial performance, our Parishes witnessed in 2025, has allowed us
to grow our evangelization Mission. The 2026 budget, guided by our three fiscal
pillars of accountability, stewardship and fundraising, was approved by the
Pastor with support and guidance from your Financial Council representatives.
All Tax Receipts were mailed in February. If you have not received it by now,
please contact the office so that a duplicate can be issued.
Louis Guimond
Business Administrator
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I am not sure where the month of February went but it was definitely filled with
blessings and growth. There were 2 schools still waiting to celebrate and welcome
new students to be part of their school community for September: Gregory A.
Hogan school with their KinderSTARt event, and St. Patrick's High School with
their Grade 7/8 Open House. The halls of the schools were filled with excitement
and anticipation of what a new school and school year would bring. We are
always so grateful for and welcome the invitations to participate in the St. Clair
Catholic District School Board's events as our partnership and collaboration are a
true blessing. 

The Lenten season is another opportunity where we are able to share the story
and message of Jesus and the meaning of Lent within our Catholic school
communities. We were blessed to offer the distribution of Ashes to the youth,
school staff, and families, and bring awareness to the change of the Liturgical
season. 

There are many prayers and Intentions being offered for the children who are
preparing to receive their Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy
Communion. This is a very special time in the lives of 139 families in our Family
of Parishes. Thank you for your thoughts and prayers as the children and their
families continue on their faith journey. 

The SBRCFP Faith Leadership Muskoka Woods Experience is gaining excitement
and momentum as our Leader Training Sessions have begun. The leaders are
preparing to spend a weekend with 80 Grade 7 Youth who are joining us on an
incredibly impactful trip filled with faith, spiritual awakening, and many exciting
activities. This trip will be here before we know it, and we can't wait! 
As the Lenten season continues, I pray that we find time to prepare our heart and
mind, as we await the miracle of Easter, and the great gift Jesus gave us. 

Yours in Christ, Jenn
Jenn Stewart
Lay Ecclesial Minister
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St. Michael: 9am - 10:30am
Our Lady of Mercy - 10:30am-11:45am

Queen of Peace - 2pm-4pm
St-Thomas d’Aquin - 6pm-8pm

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

MONDAY - St. Michael - 6:00pm; begins February 23rd
TUESDAY - St. Benedict - 6pm; begins February 24th
WEDNESDAY - St. Joseph - 9am; begins February 25th
WEDNESDAY - St-Thomas d’Aquin - 6pm French - begins February 25th
WEDNESDAY - Queen of Peace - 7pm English - begins February 25th
THURSDAY - Our Lady of Mercy Church - 11:30am; begins February 19th
THURSDAY - Sacred Heart Church - 6pm Rosary / 6:30pm Mass / 7pm 
                           Stations; begins Feb.19th
FRIDAY - Queen of Peace - 6:30pm Polish; begins February 20th
FRIDAY - St. Thomas d’Aquin - 7pm Spanish; begins February 20th
SATURDAY - St-Thomas d’Aquin - 4pm English; begins February 21st
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EASTER TRIDUUM - MASSES & SERVICES

HOLY
THURSDAY

April 2
* incense

used

GOOD
FRIDAY
April 3

EASTER
VIGIL
April 4

* incense used

EASTER
SUNDAY

April 5

Our Lady 
of Mercy

 3 PM
*8 PM

Catechumenates
being received 

8:30 AM

Queen 
of Peace

*7 PM
Pol./Eng.

 3 PM
Pol/Eng

9 AM 
Pol/Eng

Sacred Heart 7 PM  3 PM
9 AM

11 AM

St. Benedict 7 PM  3 PM
9 AM

6:30 PM

St. Joseph  3 PM 11 AM

St. Michael *7 PM  3 PM *8 PM 10:30 AM

St-Thomas
d’Aquin

*7 PM
Fr./Sp.

1 PM
French 

3 PM
Sp./Eng.

9 AM Morning
 Prayer Eng.

*8 PM Fr./Sp.

11 AM Fr.

5 PM Sp.
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The search continues… ❄👀
The clues have made their way into our city

and to our churches.
Some are hidden in plain sight. Some need solving.

Think you can crack the code?
Find the clues, solve the mystery, then come back and let us

know what you discover!



Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC)

God’s Blessings Embrace

Establishing Friendships ... It is understood that the source of 
earth’s light is from the sun. 
The Spiritual source of light is God Himself, in the teachings of 
Jesus through the Gospel.
St Francis of Assisi was 100% correct when he wrote the Franciscan Rule # 4, 
we are “to go from the Gospel to life, and life to the Gospel.” 
Furthermore, modern humanistic psychology is 50 – 50. It has been around for
70 years. 
Scriptural psychology is 100% - 100%.  It has been around for 2,000 years. 

In the encouragement of God, we are blessed with the Spiritual gifts of the 
Holy Spirit of wisdom ... to see how to be in relationship with God and others,
and counsel ... to guide others back to God (cf. CCC 1830-1831). 

Justice ... We are justified only through God’s mercy and love.  
This does not mean that we are to suffer beyond reason. But to suffer not too
much, by relying on the love of God and the support of your core group to be
your “crutches” in times of need, as we recover from life’s traumas and
difficulties. 

Through the Gospel, we learn that there is “no such thing as a hopeless case” 
(cf. Mt. 19:26; Lk. 1:37). As St. Francis and St. Clare knew, it is in understanding
the Gospel and being close to God that we are healed emotionally,
psychologically, and most important, Spiritually. 

Peace ... “God works miracles when all can seem lost at times.” (Anonymous)
As stewards of the earth, all elements of life are to be respected ... All aspects of
caring for the environment that, in itself, we are deeply connected with for
survival is absolutely necessary, as well as being open to the knowledge of those
who are caring for the earth, 
like the Indigenous Peoples with their permaculture farming, and the Fire
Fighters, and the Water Treatment Operators. 

All aspects of human life is to be valued ... In our call to love God and our
neighbour, and ourself (cf. Mt 22:37-39), we must ultimately seek what is the
common good ... without counting our loses. For, at the end of the day, our gains
far out-weigh our losses. Always. 

In the Canticle of Creation by St Francis, we learn how Brother Sun, Sister
Moon, Mother Earth are in Fraternity with us. To be in Fraternity meaning that
we cannot live without our brothers and sisters. In the one Fraternity of the
Kingdom of God, we are blessed, for we are never alone. 
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Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC)                                  continued

Integrity of Creation ... The common denominator with the people of the world
is the “Golden Rule” ... to “do to others as you would have them do to you” 
(Mt 7:12). For, “society is judged by how it treats its weakest members” 
(St. Peter’s Seminary, London, CA). We become a source of light of compassion
and caring when we reach out to the other, who is also a source of light. The real
meaning and value of what it means to be human is in seeing the core of
sacredness in the other person. This is what God is calling us to do. This is our
personal Mission. To be Christ-like and in the giving of ourself, there are no
repayments. 
In mercy and love, we are given God’s blessings ... God’s sacred and silent
embrace. 

Respectfully Submitted
Marilyn Deery, ofs, 
ofs National JPIC Team 
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OUR LADY OF MERCY
CWL

DIOCESE OF LONDON
CONFERENCE



What an incredible turnout! It was such a joy to see the rink filled with
smiling faces, laughter, and families enjoying time together on the ice.

After skating, hot chocolate and timbits helped warm everyone up — the
perfect way to celebrate Family Day! ☕🍩

A huge thank you to our amazing volunteers who make events like this
possible. We’re so grateful for all you do! 🙌



St. Michael Quilting Group News
In January 2026 the St. Michael CWL Quilting Group was very pleased to be able
to send $1,000 each to two Missions that support Pikangikum First Nation
Community.. Living Hope Native Ministry supports the work of Missionary
Colleen Estes and Youth Assistant Missionary Nicholas Backlund, both living and
working in Pikangikum, ON; and Artscan Circle brings music and the arts to
Pikangikum Youth. It is with heartfelt gratitude that we thank everyone who
supported our Quilt Raffle at the St. Michael CWL Christmas Market & Sale and
also thank you to everyone who purchased quilts. The quilters happily continue
their work to support their partnership with Pikangikum each Thursday at 
St. Michael Church.

The following is an excerpt taken from Artscan Circle year end 2025 newsletter.

“The Music Program in Pikangikum First Nation is thriving! This year,
participants of all ages have had the opportunity to practice keyboard and
piano skills in Artscan Circle’s after-school program, running Monday through
Friday, under the guidance of Morris George-Ellington. In June, Artscan
Circle’s Spring Recital was a remarkable success, drawing attendance from
community members, educators, and first responders. In the fall, two crates of
donated instruments were sent to the wider community. This December, in
collaboration with Eenchokay Birchstick School, Artscan Circle hosted its
Annual Christmas Recital. We are deeply honored to collaborate with
Pikangikum and continually inspired by the dedication and talent of their
students.” 

The Quilting Group was also able to donate several baby quilts to the Sarnia
Pregnancy Options Centre. They were graciously received by staff at the Centre.
We were informed that the quilts will line a “new baby gift basket” that will be
filled with baby items for new parents.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE AND MISSIONS



Pikangikum Christmas Present Project 2025
THANK YOU!  GICHI MIIGWECH!

Dear Friends, 

    The smiles on the faces of Junior and 
Anita Strang and their grandkids communicate 
well the joy that you all brought to our hurting 
families at Christmas! 12 churches and several individuals
expressed the love of God through 350 individual gifts, gift cards,
and paying for the charter plane! And our Christian Ed students
were blessed with Beginner and Action Bibles!
    A young man was helping me bring gifts. I asked him, “Did
you get gifts when you were a kid?” He said, “No, never.” “How
did that make you feel?” I asked. “Unimportant.” was his
response .  Yes, he got a gift. Thank you for helping our kids and
adults feel important. 
    The joy was mingled with tears, in that many of the families
who received gifts had had recent losses. I would say, “We know it
has been a hard year. These gifts are from people who love Jesus
and who are praying for you.”
    It was a delight to be able to bring presents to the Elders at our
new Elder ’s Complex and have a Christmas Eve Service and
party, complete with Santa Claus! 
    Christmas Day I hosted a family of 25 people for dinner. Their
mom, in her 50’s, had been away for two years with medical
problems and is currently in a care center in Red Lake.  There
were presents for them all , thanks to your kind hearts!
    My coworker Nick and I are very grateful for your ministry to
our people . And we were very blessed by the presents for us as
well! 

God bless you! 

Colleen Estes and Nicholas Backlund serve with Living Hope Native Ministries
www.lhnm.org
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PIKANGIKUM

CHRISTMAS
PROJECT

Isaiah
9:2



Development & Peace

Check the weekly bulletin for Lenten Development and Peace Share Lent
information about partners in the Global South, and you can pick up a copy of the
D&P Share Lent Social Justice Calendar and Share Lent Booklet at your Church
or access it online at www.dvp.ca. 

Solidarity Sunday is March 22nd. The Share Lent collection will be taken on this
weekend.

SOLIDARITY SUNDAY SOUP LUNCH
St. Michael Parish

March 22, 2026
Following the 10:30 am Mass

Bring the whole family!
All you can eat…..

(Suggested donation: Adults $12- Children $6)
A large variety of delicious homemade soups, 

hot dogs, rolls, cookies, juice, tea, coffee

If you would like to contribute a pot of your favourite soup or a plate 
of baked goods, please contact Greg Stewart at  stewgreg0@gmail.com 

or Vera Lawlor at vllawlor@cogeco.ca.  

All proceeds will go to the 
Development and Peace Share Lent Campaign
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 Migrant Workers Ministry
                                                   Where did the winter go for our Migrant Worker 
                                                   friends? I’m sure many of them are asking 
                                                   themselves how can time pass so quickly when they 
                                                   are at home with their families and friends. And now, 
                                                   so early in the year, many Workers are returning to 
                                                   Canada to work on farms and green houses in our 
                                                   community, growing food for our tables and plants to
beautify our homes and gardens. As they live and work in our community, we
continuously thank them for their sacrifice and dedication. And what a blessing it
is to be able to welcome them back and serve them once a month with a Spanish
Mass and dinner at St. Christopher Church in Forest. 

Soon Migrant Worker Ministry members will be making farm visits to welcome
them back with pizza and a little visit to let them know we care and we are their
friends and family during their time in Canada. The following dates have been
scheduled for the Spanish Masses: April 12, May 10, June 14, July 12, August 9,
September 13, October 11, November 8, 2026. Priests presiding for the Spanish
Masses will be Fr. Eugene Roy, Fr. Frank O’Connor, Fr. Jason Kuntz. We are
indebted to these priests for their dedication to Migrant Workers Ministry. 

If you would like to help with driving Workers from Sarnia to the monthly Masses
in Forest, setting up and helping at the meal or doing baking for these
celebrations, please contact Vera Lawlor at vllawlor@cogeco.ca or 519-869-4389
or Donna Stewart at donna.stewart33@gmail.com. 

Thank you also for your continued generous support for Migrant Workers
Ministry through the Annual Toonie Collection. We couldn’t do this wonderful
outreach ministry without your financial support. 
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LES DAMES DE STE-ANNE



MEAT BINGO
                                   Come and join us every 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month 
                                     at OLM hall (corner of Christina St. & London Rd). 
                                     Bingos start at 7 PM, but come early to buy your cards and 
                                     get set up. 
Food and refreshments are available. Please bring canned goods in support of our
local food banks. All proceeds help support Knights of Columbus charities.

St. Benedict’s 
Knights of Columbus Council # 11164

He is Risen Car/Fridge Magnets
We have a limited supply of “He is Risen” magnets that can be
displayed either on your car or fridge during the Easter season.

Cost is $10 each and are available at the Parish office, 
1011 Oak Ave. Sarnia (St. Benedict Church) 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER at 
ST. BENEDICT CHURCH

  A big thank you to all those who came to St. Benedict 
 parish hall on February 17th to enjoy a Shrove Tuesday pancake supper

sponsored by the St. Benedict Knights of Columbus 
and the St. Benedict Catholic Women's League. 

Over 100 people attended to share a good meal and socialization.
All proceeds went to KofC and CWL activities.

MARCH  2026 NEWSLETTER 

All information about the St. Benedict’s Knights of Columbus activities can be
found on the Sarnia Bluewater Roman Catholic Family of Parishes web page at
St. Benedict KofC. 
Follow us on Facebook at Knights of Columbus St. Benedict Council 11164 Sarnia

JOIN US TODAY
Become an online Knights of Columbus member for free. Visit KofC.org/joinus
Enter code BLESSEDMCGIVNEY for a FREE one-year membership.
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https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html


St. Benedict’s 
Knights of Columbus Council # 11164

BABY SHOWER DRIVE
Once again, the Sarnia and Brights Grove Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a
Baby Shower Drive in support of the Sarnia Pregnancy Option and Support 
Centre through a program know as the ASAP (Aid and Support After Pregnancy).
For every $500 a KofC Council donates to the pregnancy centre, our Supreme
Council will also donate $100 to a maximum of $500.
The Knights are asking for donations of needed baby items, grocery or Walmart
gift cards and monetary donations to purchase urgent care needs (see flyer). If
you wish to donate, please bring the items to where you attend Mass on the
weekend of March 21st and 22nd. Monetary donations can be placed in an
envelope marked “Pregnancy Centre Support” and left in the Church collection
basket. 
Please make cheques payable to: “The Pregnancy Option & Support Centre”. 

 Your kindness is greatly appreciated. 
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St. Benedict’s 
Knights of Columbus Council # 11164
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KofC 50-50 
ON-LINE Raffle

The KofC 50-50 raffle is still on
going in support of local Sarnia
and Ontario Charities. To
purchase your tickets from the
St. Benedict KofC, click on
the following link 
https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle
/k-of-c-ont/190

Faith in Action 
Habitat for Humanity Donation

The Knights of Columbus St. Benedict Council
11164 Sarnia partner with Habitat for Humanity
by volunteering at the Re-Store and supporting
home-building projects. Angela Kirkland, Fund
Development Manager, received a $1000
donation from Grand Knight Mark Roehler and
Brothers Frank and Jim, who volunteer more
than 500 hours each year at the Habitat for
Humanity ReStore.

Ontario Special Olympics Donation
 

The Knights of Columbus St. Benedict Council 11164
Sarnia have donated $2,000 to the Special Olympics
Sarnia. This contribution will support Special Olympian
athletes traveling to the National competition in 
Red Deer, Alberta. Accepting the donation are 
Tanya Manchester, Community Coordinator for Special
Olympics-Sarnia; Marcus Coelho, KofC Life Director;
and Mark Roehler, Grand Knight.

The Grand Prize will be drawn on April 26th, 2026. 
Please share with your family, friends and neighbours.

https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/k-of-c-ont/190
https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/k-of-c-ont/190
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