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Background
How someone lives a life of joy in response to God’s call is 
a topic Fr. Jon Seda would like all teens and young adults 
to explore. “I define vocation for the students as the best 
way to love that gives us the most joy. People who live their 
vocations, whether it’s marriage or priesthood or religious life 
or a dedicated single life, they’re joyful people,” says Fr. Seda, 
director of vocations for the Archdiocese of Dubuque.

“Our young people are really radically open to God’s will,” he says. “They’re open to a kind of a challenge. 
They’re looking for a little bit of bite in their faith. They’re not looking for the minimal. It’s just a matter of 
creating those spaces – those experiences – where people can find out what really sets their heart on fire.”

Over the years, many donors throughout the Archdiocese have supported vocations by donating to funds to 
help in the formation of young people discerning how God is calling them to live. “There’s an old saying that 
some people give by going. And some people go by giving. Not all of us have the same role in the body of 
Christ, like our seminarians. They’re really excited about being priests in our Archdiocese someday. They give 
by going. But there’s many, many more people behind that who go by giving.”

 

challenge
As good stewards of these donated funds intended for 
investment in its young people, the Archdiocese needed to 
make wise financial investments for long-term sustainability of 
vocation programs. It needed to be an investment that offered 
long-term growth as well as regular, stable distributions.

“It takes six to eight years of seminary education and formation 
before somebody’s ordained,” explains Fr. Seda. “You compare 
that to law school or medical school. Their tuition, room and 
board is covered, and that’s so that they can be free to discern. 
They need to be free to be able to say yes to the Lord, which also 
means sometimes they discern that this is not their call. They’re 
free to do that because they’re not accumulating a lot of student 
debt. We put a lot of resources into our young men because what 
we really want are happy, healthy, holy priests.” 



Solution
Working with CFAD, a separate charitable foundation, 
the Archdiocese created the “Archdiocese of Dubuque 
Seminarian Education Endowment Fund” as well as 
other vocation-related funds. Permanently endowed 
in Catholic responsible investments, the fund makes 
regular distributions each year to help with the costs 
of seminarian education. Donors’ gifts to the endowed 
fund carry on their legacy of their values.

“We rely heavily on endowed funds for our seminarian 
education, that kind of structured support you can 
count on,” says Fr. Seda. “I think people really want 
to leave a legacy. There comes a certain point in life 
where you say, ‘You know what I really want to do is 
leave something behind that continues to do good 
for many, many years – until the Second Coming 
of Christ.’  Having CFAD helps me to talk about 
possibilities.

“A lot of people are very interested in helping young 
people get off to a good start in life, and so it’s a very 
attractive thing. I hear a lot from our seminarians how 
grateful they are of the donors that make this happen. 
We can build up the body of Christ together and really 
see that we’re all in this together.”

120 5th St. NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
CFAD@OurCFAD.org   
563-552-0176

THE CATHOLIC FOUNDATION
IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DUBUQUE

Sustaining a Vibrant Catholic Faith

THE CATHOLIC FOUNDATION
IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DUBUQUE

Sustaining a Vibrant Catholic Faith

ourcFad.org


