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With the launch of the historic Christ Our Hope: 
Building a Vibrant Church campaign this year, the 
Vermont Catholic Community Foundation (VCCF) 

has created the Christ Our Hope Legacy Society to honor all 
those in the Diocese who have chosen to leave a legacy of faith 
for the next generation. The present generosity of our Catholic 
community coupled with planned gifts ensures that our Church 
can weather any storm and that the doors of our churches, 
schools, and social service agencies remain open to meet the 
spiritual and material needs of the community. 

A legacy gift offers future support of the mission of the 
Catholic Church in Vermont and can be designated to meet 
the needs of a specific ministry, parish or school with the help 
of the Vermont Catholic Community Foundation. Legacy gifts 
comes in many different shapes and sizes from a simple bequest 
or Charitable Remainder Unitrust, to the designation of an 
IRA or life insurance policy, to the transfer of stock, real estate 
and much more. No matter the vehicle, each gift can have an 
enormous impact on a ministry of the donor’s choosing and 
provide opportunities to spread the faith. 

Here are a few examples.  

• Recently, Angelo Pizzagalli established a Charitable  
Remainder Unitrust with the Diocese of Burlington to benefit 
Rice Memorial High School in South Burlington. The full 
remainder of the trust will provide financial aid to students 
seeking a Catholic education who could not otherwise afford 
to attend Rice. Angelo’s commitment to Catholic education, 
particularly Rice Memorial High School, inspired him to 
make this generous gift now. He stated, “Parochial schools 
consistently deliver excellent results. Even in the face of the 
pandemic, parochial schools in Vermont rolled up their sleeves 
and calmly went about their mission of producing the nation’s 
most precious product: capable, caring, and engaged citizens 
of all stripes, well-prepared to achieve anything.” 

• Brigette White, VCCF board member, decided to honor her 
parents with a legacy gift: “At first I thought this might not 
be the right time in my life to make a legacy gift given that 
I still have a child in high school. However, after giving this 
more thought, I realized that I could honor my parents and 

their faith, and their compassion for the most vulnerable, by 
designating the IRA I inherited from them to establish a fund 
in the foundation to feed the hungry.” 

• The impact of a bequest on a small parish can lift many 
financial burdens and allow the community to flourish. 
Father William Giroux, former pastor of St. Patrick Parish in 
Fairfield, said, upon receiving the Dr. Thomas G. Howrigan 
bequest: “We were excited to establish the Dr. Thomas G. 
Howrigan Fund for St. Patrick Parish because this enables 
our parish to continue the good work it has always done 
without having to worry as much about fundraising. This 
fund has already benefited our parish and we expect it will 
continue to do so in the years to come.” 
The mission of the VCCF is to support and serve apostolic 

activities of the Church and make grants to nonprofit  
organizations in the statewide Diocese of Burlington that 
reflect the compassion of Christ in service to the community. 
Planned gifts are one way the foundation can support the l 
arger Catholic community. 

Burlington Bishop Christopher Coyne expressed his  
gratitude at the outpouring of support and commented, 
“Thanks to the generosity and faith of the Catholic community 
and the gifts of many, the Vermont Catholic Community 
Foundation has grown exponentially over the last five years to 
serve the apostolic ministries of the Diocese. As in all acts of 
charity and goodness, we acknowledge that all is of God and 
all comes from God in praise of His name and in service to our 
brothers and sisters. We thank the Lord for all His love.” 

If you have already established a planned gift to support the 
work of the Church or if you would like to learn more about 
your giving options, for a confidential conversation please 
contact Brittany Czekaj, development and planned giving 
officer, Vermont Catholic Community Foundation, by email 
at bczekaj@vermontcatholic.org or by phone at 802-658-
6110, ext. 1102. You can also visit the website of the Vermont 
Catholic Community Foundation at vtcatholicfoundation.org/
legacy-society. 

To learn more visit vtcatholicfoundation.org/legacy-society. 
— Ellen Kane is the executive director of the  
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03|10, 24, 04|07 WEDNESDAYS
Saints and Sinners
via Zoom • 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Sinners as saints? Join us as we look at the 

lives of four saints and how his or her life can inspire us to 
live the plan God has for each one of us. There will be time 
for prayer and discussion with your hosts Michael Hagan 
and Terri McCormack. All are welcome! Register at: www.
vermontcatholic.org/event/saints-and-sinners

03|12, 19, 26, 04|02 FRIDAYS
Live Stations of the Cross
via Zoom • 11:30 am 
Join Josh Perry and Valerie Parzyck as they 

pray Stations of the Cross online. The reflections read are 
composed by Saint Alphonsus Liguori as we meditate upon 
the Stations of the Cross from the Cathedral of St. Joseph. 
This event will be streamed live at 11:30 am every Friday 
during Lent and at 7 pm on Good Friday. Register at: www.
vermontcatholic.org/event/live-stations-of-the-cross

03|12, 13, 14 FRI, SAT, SUN
2021 National Catholic  
Womens Conference
Online

This virtual retreat will have live speakers, prayer rooms, and 
you will have access to 40+ speakers with a free weekend 
pass by registering for free: go.virtualcatholicconference.
com/NCWC2021

03|25 THURSDAY
Lenten Reflection with Bishop 
Christopher Coyne
via Zoom • 7:30 - 8:30 pm

Join Bishop Coyne as he shares his Lenten reflection. All are 
welcome! Register at: www.vermontcatholic.org/event/
lenten-reflection-with-bishop-christopher-coyne/

03|08, 15, 22, 29 MONDAYS
Lent with St. Joseph
Cathedral of St. Joseph, Burlington 
7 - 8 pm

Holy Hour with the Litany of St. Joseph and spiritual 
reflections on St. Joseph by Brandon Schneider, seminarian. 
Confessions will be available during Adoration.

03|09, 16, 23 TUESDAYS
Encounter Jesus Bible Study
via Zoom • 7 - 8 pm
Each week will focus on a different encoun-

ter with Jesus as described in the Gospels which in the words 
of Pope Francis, “changes our lives… and fills us with joy.” 
Hosted by Deacon Phil Lawson. www.vermontcatholic.org/
event/encounter-jesus-bible-study/all/

03|09 – 04|20 TUESDAYS
The Sacraments
via Zoom • 7:45 - 8:45 pm
Join Seminarian Greg Caldwell to think about 

and reflect upon the Seven Sacraments. For Zoom informa-
tion email Greg Caldwell at gcaldwell@saintmeinrad.edu.

03|09, 11, 18
Dispel the Darkness —  
An Evening of Light and Hope 
All events are 6:30 - 8 pm

03|09 • All Saints, Richford
03|11 • Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales, Bennington
03|09  •  Saint Mary Star of the Sea, Newport
Come rest in the light and the hope of Christ. Whatever the 
darkness you may find yourself in, come discover the hope 
of God. Evening will include reflections and prayers led by 
Deacon Phil Lawson, with music by Bill Gavin. There will be 
adoration, the Luminous Mysteries of the rosary and an op-
portunity for confession. These events will be live streamed.

Upcoming Events

As of  
Feb. 23, 2021: 
$2,262,577

Goal: $2,651,157

85%

To learn more or 
make a gift visit: 
christourhopevt.org.

Goal: $9,582,456

As of  
Feb. 23, 2021: 
$4,384,965

46%


