
 

 
 

OFFICE OF THE TRIBUNAL 

 
       

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To: All Priests, Deacons, Parish Staff, and Existing Tribunal Advocates 

From: Father Bryan Jerabek, Judicial Vicar 

Date: September 12, 2022 

RE: Updates from the Tribunal – Office Status, Advocate Training, Web Site/Forms 

 

 

A lot has been happening in the Tribunal, and we are happy to share the following updates with you. 

 

 

Tribunal Office Status 

 

We remain up-to-date on our cases and continue to process them in a very efficient manner. Some cases 

do take longer than others for a variety of reasons – never hesitate to contact us with any questions. Here 

is a current listing of our staff: 

 
 Very Rev. Bryan W. Jerabek, J.C.L. Judicial Vicar        fatherjerabek@bhmdiocese.org 

 Margaret Chalmers, J.D., J.C.D., Ph.D  Tribunal Moderator & Judge mchalmers@bhmdiocese.org  

 Mattie Shumate    Tribunal Case Manager  mshumate@bhmdiocese.org 

 Rev. Gregory T. Bittner, J.D., J.C.L. Judge    fbittner@bhmdiocese.org 

 Rev. Msgr. Paul Rohling   Judge 

 Deacon Daniel J. Laurita, J.C.L.   Defender of the Bond  dlaurita@bhmdiocese.org 

 

You may phone us at (205) 838-8307; Mattie will be happy to direct your call appropriately. An easy-to-

remember email address for the Tribunal is also tribunaloffice@bhmdiocese.org – it goes to Mattie. 

Your Spanish-speaking staff or parishioners should also know that Mattie is fully bilingual.  

 

 

Advocate Training – Two Upcoming Opportunities 

 

We strongly encourage all pastors and administrators to consider who, among their deacon(s) and 

parishioners, might make good “Tribunal Advocates”. Many priests have expressed frustration with the 

annulment process because of the burden of administration it puts on them and the difficulty keeping up 

with all the paperwork and various steps as they attend to their many other pastoral duties. We are all 

stretched thin at present due to our general priest personnel situation. 

 

Tribunal Advocates are trained individuals to whom a priest can refer any parishioners needing to 

pursue some canonical process with regard to past marriages. The Advocate then accompanies the 

parishioner through the various steps, from filling out their annulment (or other process) application, to 

guiding them on the writing of their autobiographical essay, to answering their questions, to fielding 

status updates with our office and keeping the parishioner apprised of what’s happening along the way.   
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We will be offering two training sessions for Advocates in the month of November: 

 

 Saturday, November 5 St. John’s in Madison  10:00am-3:00pm  Lunch provided 

 Saturday, November 12 Cathedral of St. Paul, Bham 10:00am-3:00pm Lunch provided 

 

All priests, deacons, and the lay men and women endorsed by their pastors/administrators are welcome 

to attend. Which lay parishioners make the best Advocates? Qualities of a good Advocate include: 

 

➢ Listening ear and open heart; 

➢ Attention to detail and patience with process; 

➢ Ability to learn new things and explain them to others; 

➢ Flexibility to meet people where they are at; 

➢ A trustworthy and discreet practicing Catholic; 

➢ Living out the Catholic faith appropriately (e.g., if married, in a valid marriage); 

➢ Appreciates Catholic teaching on marriage but also appreciates human nature and weakness; 

➢ BONUS: someone who is bilingual in English and Spanish! 

 

Often, good candidates for Advocacy are those who have experience with civil law – either as lawyers 

(active or retired) or their spouses. But not only! It could be those who have been through an annulment 

themselves, or who have walked with someone else who has been through it, or who, in any case, have a 

compassionate heart. I am sure we can all think of those in our parishes who would be good Advocates. 

 

We hope to increase greatly the number of Advocates collaborating with us around the diocese, so that 

we can more effectively reach all who are in need of help with past marriages.  

 

Please be sure to RSVP for Advocate Training and let us know who from your parish will be coming. 

Contact Mattie Shumate at tribunaloffice@bhmdiocese.org or (205) 838-8307 by October 24 at the 

latest, so that we can prepare to welcome all at either the Madison/Huntsville or Birmingham session. 

 

 

Web Site, Forms, Etc. 

 

We have made substantial updates to our Tribunal web site and hope you will find it to be a more useful 

resource than ever: visit it at https://bhmdiocese.org/tribunal. In particular, I wish to draw your attention 

to the various sections with Forms, most of which we have changed and updated. Please always go to 

our web site and download the latest version of the form you need – changes have happened more often 

recently, due to adjustments to the Code of Canon Law. Forms are now also available as fillable PDFs, 

so that you/Advocates may complete them on the computer instead of filling them out by hand. Know 

also that we are working diligently to get all of our forms and other resources into Spanish versions also. 

 

We have also included a separate Fee Schedule page, to make it easier to figure out the amount due for 

this or that process (or combination of processes). Be sure to check it as you prepare to submit a case 

and send the correct fee with it. A reminder: our fees are only a small fraction of what it costs to process 

our cases; our work is heavily subsidized by the Bishop. Of course, if there is ever a concern about a fee, 

contact us: we never want anyone to feel they cannot approach the Tribunal due to financial reasons.     # 
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