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Reviving the Flame of Hope

WELCOME VISITORS!/

We warmly welcome you to St. Thomas More Church!

If you are seeking a church

(M ’d com f home, we invite you to join our parish family. We hope you worship with us again soon!

HOLY MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday, 4:00pm — Rectory Chapel

Sunday, 10:00am — Church (also Livestreamed on YouTube
and link is sent weekly via Flocknote)

Monday & Wednesday, 9:00am — Rectory Chapel

SACRAMENTS

Infant Baptisms: Parents should contact Father Moore to arrange
for preparation and scheduling.

Matrimony: Couples planning a Catholic wedding, please contact
the Pastor for instruction, at least six months in advance.

Penance (Reconciliation, Confession): Sundays after the 10:00am
Holy Mass and by appointment

Pastoral Care of the Sick: Please notify the Parish Office when a
member of the parish is in the hospital, nursing home, or is otherwise
unable to come to Mass and wishes to receive any of the sacraments.

Religious Education for Children: Sunday following 10:00am
Holy Mass.

High School Youth Group: Sunday after 10:00am Holy Mass.
Adult Faith Formation (OCIA): This group is intended for

adults who would like to become Catholics. Please contact the
parish office.

RE-Member The Church
If you have been away from the Church and are led
by the Holy Spirit to come back to us, please consider
our invitation to “RE-MEMBER? the Church. Call
the Church office (202-562-0431) or speak to Father
Moore for more details.

~PRAY THE ROSARY ~

St. Thomas More Sodality welcomes you to join us as we pray
the Rosary: Tuesdays at Noon, and Thursdays at 11:00am.
Dial-in: 605 313 5818. Access code 883049#.
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Revival Prayer 2023

Sunday Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time . .

Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Hebrews 12:18-19, At g iy Ml ivg [TEuliss,

22-24a; Luke 14:1, 7-14 We pray that you Revive the Flame of Hope in our
Monday 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: Luke 4:16-30 lives through our annual revival. We ask your blessing
Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11; Luke 4:31-37 on our prayers, praise and preaching. Touch our

Wednesday | Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, hearts and open our minds with your grace, favor,

Pope and Doctor of the Church and mercy.

Colossians 1:1-8; Luke 4:38-44
Thursday | Colossians 1:9-14: Luke 5:1-11 May our gathering minister forgiveness, healing, and
Friday Colossians 1-1 5_26, Luke 5:33-39 peace in our hearts, homes, churches and our world.

Saturday | Colossians 1:21-23; Luke 6:1-5 Anoint our revivalists with powerful messages and

Sunday Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time inspire in us the desire to show and share. Jesus with
Wisdom 9:13-18b: Philemon 9-10, 12-17; others. We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.

Luke 14:25-33 AMEN
~HOMILY POINTS ~ The East of the River Revival Committee (ERRC)
presents

o Luke’s Gospel gives us a hard teaching today. To be exalted

in the eyes of God means putting ourselves in a humble place. e GURURC Vo IRl (o 5117

We are not called to seek out power, positions of honor, or Saturday, October 4, 10:30am - 4:30pm
reward. We are called to seek the kingdom of God before all Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church
things, especially seeking the kingdom of God by communing 1600 Morris Road SE, Washington, DC

with those who are most in need. Those who are hurting are The East of the River Revival 25

the ones who can best point us to God. How remarkable is “Reviving the Flame of Hope,” October 6 - 8
that? o o ) Mount Calvary Catholic Church

e Humility is not humiliation. God will look at those who 6700 Marlboro Pike, Forestville, MD

have put themselves in a humble place and invite them to

receive his joy and his honor. We will find companionship Blleasa B oy O Stek, Snui-ln, A Thesa i Nezd

with Christ when we humble ourselves, just as he did. Often,
when we find ourselves in humble places, we also encounter a | Fr. Raymond Moore, Ed Poindexter, Veronica Apiafi, Monique Bailey,
kind of joy, mercy, and compassion that we would not have Frank & Reta Brewer, Blondinia Brown, Sheila D. Brown, Cynthia

f di 1 fh hi t and d Bruce, Felicia V. Bush, Jane Cannon, Margaret Chambers, Dixie Clark,
ound In a pface or human achievement and reward. Shertia Clark, Odessa Curtis, Damian Daniel, Barbara Deale, Barbara

o Christ gives us one further warning. When we host a meal, | DeJesus, Eleanor Dozier, Renee Feliu, Diane Finley, Priscilla Fuller,
he exhorts us that we should not invite those who can repay | Craig Fulmer, Betty Furr, Tanya Gaddie, Tasha Gant, David Garner,
us, so that we act only for reward. Yet it seems that Christ | Lyrone Garrison, Denzil Garvey, Zynae Green, Emmanuel Greene,

Iso b . f thi Wh host Gloria Greene Rodriguez, William Gunn, Andre Harris, Vance Harris
may alSo DE saving us Irom sometning more. cn we hos 1L, June Harrison, Shant’e Hawkins, Gilbert Herrera (brother of Henry

someone for a meal and expect repayment, we find ourselves Herrera), Maximillon Holland, Christopher Holton, Sr., Darryl Jackson,
in an unending cycle of repayment for its one sake. Christ | Dr. Jimmie Jackson, Leane Jean-Charles, Carolyn Johnson, Phyllis
asks us, instead, to shower our resources on those who cannot | Johnson, Seymour & Patrick Jones, Barbara Kennedy, Esmey Kosier

: i f Henry Herrera), David Larison, Erma Lewis, Dennis Lucas
repay us, because then our resources will finally go to | (Sister of Henry ’ > ’ o
pay ’ y 8 Ronald McCants (son of Houston & Linda Roberson), Gloria &

Sqmethlng that is not .CyChcal' We can 'share What we have William McCaskill, Herb Meredith, Beverly Miller, Dorothy Myrtle,
with those who need it, and our possessions will shower the Angela Neal, Mamie Outlaw, Tammy Peterson, Charles Queen, Marion

world with generosity. Indeed, Christ does not tell us to | & Ruth Richardson, Arthur Robinson, Leroy Robinson, Yolanda
refrain from parties. He simply tells us to hold parties that Rollins, Robin Sescoe, Ciara Shields, Brenda Smith, Margaret Spencer,

: S o Edsel Swann, Jan Thelin, Jane Thomas, Antoinette (Toni) Torain, Mary
lavish God’s glftS upon those who need them most. Travers, Chandra Upsher-Harris, Kristine Vivican, Kayla Warren, Paul

(Living Liturgy) May the Lord’s peace and grace be with you! Waters, Marilyn Denise Whetstone, Monei Williams, William Wims,
Kobe M. Williams, Jane Willis, David Wilson, Gloria Wilson, Jean

PLEASE KEEP THOSE PREPARING FOR SACRAMENTS | Wright, Marianne Young.

IN YOUR PRAYERS Please Pray For Our Recently Deceased And Their Families:
Robert Thomas (uncle of Larry Owens)

~Preparing for Confirmation~ Mrs. Nellie Hadley (sister of Dr. Jimmie Jackson, maternal

patlenin I, Kot Mo e e ok
81 ‘P Y & Renard Steele (brother of Alexa and David)
Damari Dozier Terrance Tyer

Ashwin Gordon Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
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Congratulations
to
Eleanore & Francis Lyles
who will celebrate their
49" Wedding Anniversary
on August 28!
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Love works. It is life’s purest and most powerful motivator and
has far greater depth and meaning than most people realize. It
gives courage to a coward, wisdom to a fool. It always does
what is best for others and can empower us to face the greatest
of problems. (Kendrick, The Love Dare, 2006)

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday St. Thomas More Catholic Academy
Monday  Gratitude for Our Employment Blessings 9/1
Tuesday = Our Many Parish and Academy Volunteers

Wednesday Our Sick & Shut-in Parishioners/Loved Ones

Thursday  In loving memory of Mary Virginia Bush 9/4
Friday In loving memory of Roland Caldwell
In memory of Audrey Caldwell, Doris and
Deacon Martin
Saturday  Safekeeping of Our Youth

St. Thomas More Catholic Academy
needs your help to provide a
Catholic education at an affordable
cost to families. Currently, plans
are being formulated to launch a
fundraising campaign that will keep
our school affordable for present

VISION
AND

DREAMS
FUND

and future generations. Many in our Parish know the value
of a good Catholic education. Families, past and present,
have been blessed by our school. Let’'s work together to
make this a blessing for present and future families.

More details are coming soon!

ST. THOMAS MORE

CATHOLIC ACADEMY

We Are Currently Accepting Registrations
for the 2025-2026 School Year!!
Catholic education has always been a strong pillar of faith
and knowledge, especially in the
African American community.
Parents are encouraged to check out our great Academy!
Please Visit OQur Website: stmdc.org
School Office: 202-561-1189

We thank you for your continued support!

Coming in
September!

Religious Education News

Religious Education is on summer break. Classes will
resume on Sunday, September 21, 2025, after the
10 o’clock Mass. We appreciate the support of Father Moore,
our parents and parishioners. Special thanks go to some
members of Our Lady’s Sodality for donating art supplies,
devotional materials and gifts for the catechists and educators
in the academy.

Registration for the 2025-2026 school year will take
place again after the 10 o’clock Mass on September 7%
and September 14th.

STM Catechists participated in a “Boot Camp” workshop,
offered by the ADW, to begin preparing for the 2025-2026
school year. We are looking forward to continuing to support
families in the faith formation of their children.

Parents, please be mindful of the fact that we are required to
provide at least 32 sessions of instruction each year, and try
not to enroll your children in activities that require their
presence on Sunday mornings. Classes only last an hour.
Continuity in instruction is better achieved with consistent
attendance. We lose instructional time when we have to
continuously restart lessons due to absenteeism.

We hope everyone continues to enjoy summer, and look
forward to seeing you in September!

The Religious Education Team of
Saint Thomas More Catholic Church

SHARE INFORMATION
UPDATE: Value Package - $30.00

Please contact Flo Gantt for Registration info.

Please also consider making a monetary donation of $30.00 to
provide a SHARE Package to a family in need. If interested,
Dplease contact any member of our SHARE Team.

We are grateful to you for the 600+ SHARE PACKAGES
that have been purchased to support those we serve from
our STM Food Pantry! Thank you!

HELP NEEDED

On Monday, September 1 (Labor Day), at 9am, we
are being blessed with a truckload of food to feed the
needy in our community. We are asking for as many
volunteers as possible to unload the truck at the
Rectory. The more hands helping, the sooner we
finish and enjoy the rest of the Labor Day Holiday!

Please help us help the community!




Cedar Room Update What is the World Day for Grandparents and

We are making great progress. The hood and fire the Elderly?

suppression system has passed inspection and is In the Jubilee year, the World Day for Grandparents and the
operational. We are awaiting delivery of the new stove. | Eiderly was established by Pope Francis in 2021, which is
Thanks for your patience and generous support which intended to be an opportunity to reflect on how the presence of
made this possible. grandparents and the elderly can become a sign of hope in

every family and church community.

Important Update:
Faith Direct Upgrade to ParishSoft Giving He wanted to highlight that those in their older years are a great
gift to our world and that every generation has something to
We're excited to share that Faith Direct will soon be upgrading to offer. This year's theme is “Blessed are those who have not lost

ParishSOFT Giving—our new, secure giving platform. This hope.” Sir 14:2. These words, taken from the Book of Sirach,
upgrade will happen automatically and securely. No action is express the blessedness of the elderly and highlight the
required from you—your gift schedules and payment details will Christian Hope that the elderly bring to the Church.
carry over seamlessly.
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Washington observes this
What's new about ParishSOFT Giving? day in September. During the month of September, we will
o Weekly Giving: If you selected weekly giving, your gifts will | celebrate World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly in union
now be deducted each week instead of in one monthly with the universal Church. There is so much gratitude that we
batch. have to express to our elders and it is important to welcome their
o More Flexibility: Adjust your giving schedule to any date participation in our parishes and take them seriously so they can
that works for you—not just the 4th or 15th. see their great role in our society.
o More Ways to Give: Now you can donate using PayPal,
Venmo, Apple Pay, or Google Pay. The Office of Family Life encourages all parishes to celebrate
o the Day for Grandparents and the Elderly. Find more information
You can still sign up today by visiting faith.direct/DC773 or call their | about the World Day of Grandparents on social media using
Customer Service team at 866-507-8757. #ElderlyandGrandparents.
STEWARDSHIP REPORT NOTES

Tithes and offerings for last Sunday:
In-church tithes and offerings totaled $4,118.00,
Faith Direct contributions amounted to $9,249.38,
and 370.00 for the Maintenance Fund.

Mass Attendance
Saturday 4:00pm 13 in the Rectory Chapel
Sunday 10:00am 139 in Church
210 Livestream Views on YouTube

Thank you for your generous spirit of giving.

STM FOOD PANTRY

NEXT DISTRIBUTION: Friday, September 12, 10am-Noon
Our community has been long recognized as a “food desert.” With your
help we have been able to continue assisting our neighbors.

We provide nutritious foods, including meat, fresh fruit, vegetables,
eggs, and milk in our food distributions. We are indebted to our faithful
volunteers and supporters who make this possible. We are grateful to those
individuals and families who have made donations of food and cash. We are
also blessed with the ongoing support of the Mulholland Foundation, our
Sodality, and the Ward 8 Farmer's Market. Together we can make an
impact and help meet the food needs in our community.

NEEDED: Non-perishable items such as Rice, Pasta, Dry Beans,
Hot & Cold Cereal, Canned Goods such as Meat, Tuna, Beans, Soup,
Vegetables, Fruits. (Also, items readily useful for those who are
homeless are much appreciated.

Thank you to our many generous members who donated to the pantry
throughout the pandemic and have continued doing so!




