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Welcoming Our Neighbors: Expanding Services to Afghan Families

Catholic Charities has actively responded to the needs of Afghan families displaced by the
rapid evacuation from Afghanistan in August 2021 through volunteer efforts, legal services,
and funding for humanitarian efforts. As most Afghan families are now being resettled into

their new homes, they will receive assistance from resettlement agencies for a 90 day period.
Newly arrived individuals from foreign countries need more support than 90 days, so Catholic

Charities will be helping to support these families long-term by providing immigration legal
services, navigation services, and financial assistance to families needing extra assistance. 

To help provide legal and navigation services to newly-arrived Afghan families in the
Archdiocese of Dubuque, we are hiring additional staff members to join our team. 

The implementation of these new roles will help meet the needs of the 250+ Afghan parolees being
resettled in Cedar Rapids who are facing a fast-approaching deadline to apply for humanitarian
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asylum. There is currently no legal pathway to citizenship for those evacuated from Afghanistan,
which means that 95% of individuals will need to apply for asylum within one year of their arrival in
the United States. The intense process to apply for asylum requires the skill of an attorney and we

are excited to expand our team to increase our overall capacity for immigration legal services!

THANK YOU FORT MCCOY
VOLUNTEERS!

We extend our sincerest gratitude for the
dozens of volunteers who served over the

past four months at the Fort McCoy military
base providing humanitarian services to

Afghan families awaiting resettlement. The
compassion and dedication shown by our
volunteers were truly incredible, with many

people committing to multiple weeks of
service! They shared stories of heartbreak

and resiliency, laughter and learning as they became acquainted with the Afghan guests
during this transitional time in their lives. Thank you for welcoming these families with an

open heart and helping hands!

Reflections from Fort McCoy Volunteers:

"What others should know about Ft. McCoy is that it is a place where joy arises from all the sorrow.
There wasn’t one day where I didn’t hear laughter or saw smiles in their eyes. Yes, we can talk about
the politics behind all of this, or how traumatized this community is. But, what I want people to know is

that the Afghan guests are some of the most joyful, devoted, and loving people I have met."

"We have greatly benefited from the opportunity to serve at Ft. McCoy. This service allows us the
opportunity to give of ourselves and realize how much we have in common with these and all people

on our planet."

"The work at Fort McCoy began early and ended late. I have never been so tired emotionally in my life.
However, I would spend every day doing this work as long as it was needed if it was feasible. I really

connected with some of the guests. The people there deserved someone 100% ready to be
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empathetic, kind, and friendly. Hearing their stories and learning so much about their culture and
language over the last few weeks changed my life forever."

"I take for granted how I was raised and the safety and security I had as a child and that I am providing
for my children now. These kids haven't had any security and safety was torn apart and are now trying

to find that again in America. I can’t begin to imagine how difficult this experience is for these kids."

"One of the boys told me the story of his family and how they were split up during their evacuation. He
knew a decent amount of English but most of his story was told through descriptive body language

and acting scenes out. With how sad of a story it was, he told it with a smile on his face. When I said I
was sorry for his circumstances, he just replied with the cutest hopeful, “they’ll come soon”

Celebrate National Mentoring Month &
Change a Life Through Volunteering

Jail & Prison Reentry Services at Catholic
Charities utilizes a network of volunteer

mentors to help those recently released from
jail or prison successfully reenter their

community and rebuild their lives. Celebrate
National Mentoring Month in January by

learning more about this important work and
how you can get involved by clicking here.

You can also hear stories from current
volunteers and clients in the Jail & Prison

Reentry program HERE. 

We are in need of mentors for clients!
Mentors are trusted guides and a source
of encouragement to provide support and
serve as role models for men and women

reentering the community. Complete our Volunteer Application by clicking HERE!

The Iowa State Bar
Association and Catholic

Charities of the Archdiocese of
Dubuque hosted a training on

December 27th, 2021 for
attorneys interested in

providing pro bono legal
services for Afghan parolees in
Iowa. Active attorneys and law

students participated in this
webinar led by attorneys from

Catholic Charities to learn
substantive law, cultural

competency, and working with
interpreters during this training

webinar.

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF/r/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF_0fb8ff56-67cf-4947-a797-61647b3010a8/l/E73E984B-E127-40C1-B11B-3967AD5E245F/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF/r/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF_0fb8ff56-67cf-4947-a797-61647b3010a8/l/7C9B574A-7841-4E0E-BDCF-490166CBB0DB/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF/r/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF_0fb8ff56-67cf-4947-a797-61647b3010a8/l/D954E33E-4C89-468C-AF21-B6C404D6094D/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF/r/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF_0fb8ff56-67cf-4947-a797-61647b3010a8/l/96BE8B83-83C6-49FA-BCCB-FCFADBCF223D/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF/r/77163C64-D8DA-47E0-AFF2-323EF6903EDF_0fb8ff56-67cf-4947-a797-61647b3010a8/l/8BAA1570-70D7-4670-8AFE-45AC63501BBF/c


1/28/22, 3:57 PM Archdiocese of Dubuque Mail - Catholic Charities February 2022 Newsletter

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=0cba381afd&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1723234026172977391&simpl=msg-f%3A1723234026172977391 4/5

Poverty Awareness Month 2022

Poverty is not a catchphrase—it is a reality
that 1 in 11 people in Northeast Iowa

experience. Children remain the poorest age
group in the US with nearly 1 in 6 living in

poverty. Poverty is linked with negative
conditions such as substandard housing,

homelessness, inadequate nutrition, lack of
access to healthcare, etc.  Catholic Charities

of the Archdiocese of Dubuque's 3-fold
mission is to reduce poverty, strengthen

families and empower our communities.  Join
us in our efforts to reduce poverty in

northeast Iowa, as our faith challenges us to
respond to the needs of those who are most vulnerable.  

Click HERE to learn about poverty in the United States. Visit our Poverty Reduction
Website to learn about the work of Catholic Charities in NE Iowa. 

For the first time, the U.S. Department of State is allowing
private citizens to sponsor and resettle refugees through a

newly developed program called The Sponsor Circle
Program for Afghans.

This new community-led resettlement initiative enables
everyday Americans to take on the responsibility of welcoming
Afghan newcomers to their communities. A minimum group of 5

individuals from any background is required to welcome and
resettle an Afghan individual or family into a new community.

Groups work directly with the U.S. Department of State to
develop a plan for resettlement. 

Click Here to Learn More
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