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In the Summer 2023 Issue:

    · New Elevators for Ecumenical Tower

    · Afghan Legal Workshops

    · 8 over 80 Volunteer Distinction

    · Housing Community Summer Luncheon

    · Celebrating Jail & Prison Reentry Clients

    · Now Hiring: Case Manager (Waterloo) 

    · Save the Date: Multicultural Resource Fair 

    · Finding HOPE through Immigration Legal Services

    · Support United Way's Over the Edge!

    · Leave a Legacy with Catholic Charities
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Maintenance and modernization of our affordable housing communities is an ongoing priority
for the safety and comfort of our 88 seniors and disabled adult residents. This year, a project
that was slated for 2027 has pushed its way to the top of the list. The two elevators at
Ecumenical Tower are undergoing a complete modernization to update machinery and
controls in the fall of 2023 at the cost of $650,000. These are the original elevators from
1974 when Ecumenical Tower was built and have served us well beyond the normal 30-year
expected life cycle of an elevator. The elevator modernization is part of our 20-year capital
improvement plan but needed to be moved up to 2023 due to an increasing number of
mechanical issues, making parts and service a significant concern.  The scope of the work
includes new traction elevators installed in the existing hoistways, including new motors, new
gears, controllers, and new doors.  Also included will be a voice annunciator and a 2-way
audio/visual communication for hearing and voice-impaired persons. Elevators will be
replaced individually, to allow function and access for one elevator throughout the duration of
the project. 

Ecumenical Tower is our 88-unit affordable housing community in the heart of Downtown
Dubuque, serving seniors and adults with disabilities, most at 30% or below of the area
median income.  In addition to our residents who use the elevators multiple times each day,
they are also a critical access point for 250 area service providers each week who
provide supportive services to our residents, such as the Visiting Nurses
Association, agencies that provide homemaker services, medication management,
and senior meal delivery. 

We are incredibly grateful to the City of Dubuque for partnering with us to provide a
community development block grant to fund a portion of the elevator modernization. The
added cost of the elevator replacement places a strain on our affordable housing operations,
making it more difficult to keep rents at a controlled rate below average market rents. We
invite you to partner with us and get involved in this project. If this opportunity to support
Catholic Charities speaks to your heart, please consider making a gift to support the elevator
modernization at Ecumenical Tower. Thank you for your ongoing prayers for our affordable
housing ministry. 

Gifts can be made by calling 563-588-0558 or by mailing a contribution to Catholic Charities
at 1229 Mt. Loretta Ave., Dubuque, IA 52003.

Catholic Charities Hosted FREE Re-
Parole Immigration Workshops for

Afghan Families

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Dubuque and its partner, ALL Iowa, hosted

multiple legal workshops this summer to
provide free legal services for Afghans

who need legal immigration services to
apply for re-parole, which would allow

Afghans to work and remain in the United
States for another two more years. 

Attorneys, law students, and interpreters
are volunteering their time at the Catholic

Charities office in Cedar Rapids to provide free legal services to ensure Afghans’ legal rights
are protected.  

In June 2023, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced a new process that
would allow Afghan nationals in the United States to renew their temporary parole status. The

new process will be at no cost to Afghans and will provide for a two-year renewal for
qualifying individuals. This means their parole period and work authorization in the United
States would expire after two years and this does not offer a pathway to lawful permanent
status (aka green card). This new process is part of the previous commitment to welcome
Afghans who arrived in the United States through the Operation Allies Welcome program. 

“The implementation of the re-parole process by the federal government is appreciated, but it
is a stop-gap measure that fails to take into consideration how burdensome it is for Afghan

families who are already faced with navigating the limited immigration processes available to
them. At Catholic Charities, we are dedicated to continue providing immigration legal

services, education, and community navigation for the Afghans who have called Cedar
Rapids home since 2021.” - Yer Vang, Director of Immigration Legal Services

ACTION ALERT: Stand in Solidarity with Our Afghan Neighbors
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Catholic Charities Volunteer Honored
with "8 Over 80" Distinction

Rev. Chuck Lane was honored on June 28th as
one of the "8 Over 80" awards recipients,

celebrating the achievements of distinguished
service for individuals over the age of 80 in the
Cedar Valley. Service to others is the defining
characteristic of Rev. Lane's storied career of

ministry and compassion for those most
vulnerable. Lane has ministered to those

released from prison for over 30 years, many of
those years spent as a volunteer with Catholic
Charities. He serves on multiple boards and is

the co-founder of Hope Camp for children
whose parents are incarcerated. Lane hopes

that his life of service will inspire others to step
forward to volunteer. "God loves everybody. I
tell men getting out of prison that we all make

mistakes. I mean, I made a lot of mistakes
myself...This is what God has called me to do

on my journey, to help others in need." - Rev. Chuck Lane

Congratulations to Rev. Chuck Lane on this well-deserved recognition for his decades of service. We
are grateful for dedicated volunteers like Chuck who change lives in Northeast Iowa every day.

The Ecumenical Tower housing community recently enjoyed a summer luncheon full of good
food and fellowship. Aaron Wenzel (Housing Maintenance) did much of the work preparing

the food and enjoyed grilling for the residents while other housing staff jumped in to serve the
meal. Some residents generously brought their favorite dishes to share with their neighbors.

Over 40 residents enjoyed 2nds (and 3rds) along with large helpings of laughter and fun.
Events like the summer luncheon are an integral part of the community-centric life at

Ecumenical Tower and help to bring a vibrant energy to the community.



Mason City Jail & Prison Reentry Client Awarded
"Outstanding Adult Learner Award"

Mikah, a client in the Jail & Prison Reentry Program, was
referred to us by the Cerro Gordo Drug Court and has been
part of our program for the past 9 months. He meets with his

volunteer mentor weekly and his Circle of Support and
Accountability monthly. Upon starting our program, Mikah was
unemployed but has since been able to secure employment as
a masonry at a local concrete company. Micah also worked to
restore a relationship with his son and enjoys spending time

reconnecting. As part of his journey to reentering the
community after incarceration, Mikah dedicated his time to
achieving high school equivalency. He received high school

equivalency in June 2023 and was awarded the “Outstanding
Adult Learner Award” from Iowa Literacy Council.

Congratulations to Mikah on this incredible achievement!

Finding HOPE through Immigration Legal Services
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Ahmed & Shimaa started their immigration
legal journey in 2020 with Catholic Charities

during the COVID-19 pandemic after
coming to the United States seeking

asylum. Federal-level pandemic delays
caused inconsistency in their authorization

to work in the United States, making it
challenging to support their family. This was

particularly difficult coming from
professional careers as a pharmacist and

an engineer in their home country of Egypt.
There were months that went by when they were unemployed and had to survive day-to-day.
The emotional strain of being separated from their family back in Egypt and not being able to

be with family during funerals and illnesses was devastating. They were unable to afford a
private attorney to pursue adjustment of their legal status and apply for asylum. They found

Catholic Charities and were incredibly grateful to finally have guidance in the complex
immigration process. Our attorney helped them understand their options during the long and

tense time of waiting for their approval. Their application for adjustment of status was recently
approved and they received their green cards in May 2023. This milestone provides more

stability and offers better opportunities for themselves and their children to build a life in the
United States. 

Click HERE to Learn More About Immigration Legal Services

Serving the Poor: God's Work is Here

Families across Northeast Iowa are struggling with daily instability to keep food on the table
and a roof over their heads. Rent increases, combined with grocery and gas price hikes, are
devastating to families who have no other options. Catholic Charities steps in to catch people

who fall through the cracks and are in desperate need of help. Now is the critical time to join
us in supporting God's work of serving the poor and vulnerable in our

communities. Learn more about how your gift makes a difference at https://catholiccharitiesdu
buque.org/annualappeal. A big THANK YOU to all who have already supported Catholic
Chaities with your gift this year. Your gift changes lives for families right here in the

Archdiocese of Dubuque!
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