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After three days Jesus’ parents found him in the temple,
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sitting in the midst of the teachers,

listening to them and asking them questions.
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HOLY INFANT CATHOLIC CHURCH

DURHAM, NC
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: THOUGHTS FROM SALESIAN SPIRITUALITY

“May the great yet small Infant of Bethlehem be the delight and love of our heart!”

~ St. Frances de Sales
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Rev. Robert M. Rutledge, OSFS, Pastor
Bob Radcliffe, Chair, bobradcliffe@me.com

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
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Tracy Gentry, Chair, tracygentry65@gmail.com
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Kristi Beckert, ex-Officio
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Our parish website is your primary source for the most complete and
up-to-date information about the parish. Visit

holyinfantchurch.org for details on many topics, including:

T Mass and Liturgy Times

T Office Hours and Contact Information for the Staff, Parish Pastoral
Council, Parish Finance Council, and volunteer Coordinators of Minis-
tries and Groups

Calendar of Events, including event details

News within the parish and around the diocese

Worship & Sacraments, including sacramental prep

information for Baptism, Reconciliation (Confession),

Eucharist, Confirmation, Marriage, Anointing of the Sick, and Holy
Orders; Vocations for men and women; and Funerals

Faith & Learning for adults, teens, and children;

becoming Catholic; returning Catholics; Catholic schools

Salesian spirituality and the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales
Joining the parish

Getting Involved

Ministries & Groups

Safe Environment Victim Assistance Hotline
Call 866-535-SAFE

During the General Intercessions at our weekend Masses, we re-
member all members of our parish and community who are home-
bound or suffering any illness. Please remember the following in
your prayers this week:
Jean Arlotta; Mary Anthony; Nancy Balding; Jeff Baker;
Colette Bean; Jerry BeBenette; Jennifer Bland; Mary
Bocckino; Margaret Burnette; Joanne Callahan; Marguerite
Canning; Alice Chamois; Lois Crowell; Lillian Davids; Bea
Davis; Eileen Dowling; Christine Drap; Irene Dunbar; Jason
Ferrigan; Adela Florey; Margie Goode; Mary Jane Haga; Mary
Jane Harvey; Jane Helmer; Archie Jones; Alice Lefebvre;
Walter Lupa; Peggy Mcintyre; Maria Mitch; Nelida Muniz;
Clarence Nonnenmacher; Kathleen O’Donnell; Johnathan
Palermo; Margaret Perkett; Bill Perkins; Louise Prevost; Steve
Pruner; Rosalind Riggio; Nancy Rizzo; Shelia Rogers; Betty
Short; Kathy Smith; Hugo Sotolongo; Brian Smith; Marisa
Suarez; Germaine Turcott; Betty Turner
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If you or a loved one are hospitalized or homebound, contact
the Parish Center to request a virtual visit to share prayer.




FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

DECEMBER 26, 2021

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS

December 27 to January 2
Masses are livestreamed & in person unless otherwise stated.

Monday, 9am No Daily Mass
Tuesday, 9am No Daily Mass
Wednesday, 9am No Daily Mass
Thursday, 9am No Daily Mass
Friday, 9am No Daily Mass
Saturday, 10am Prela Selca

Saturday, 5:30pm No Vigil Mass

Sunday, 8:30am
Sunday, 11:30am

(In person only)
Renee Whitmore

To honor a loved one, living or deceased, with a mass inten-
tion, visit holyinfantchurch.org/mass-intentions. For more
information on memorials for altar wine, lamp or altar flowers,
visit holyinfantchurch.org/memorial-donations.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:14, 2-8
Tuesday: 1Jn1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
Wednesday: 1Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35

Thursday: 1Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40

Friday: 1Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18

Saturday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;
Lk 2:16-21

Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;

Eph 3:2-33, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

You may also read the daily scripture readings online at
USCCB.org or subscribe by email to have the readings
automatically delivered to your email every morning.
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NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS

All events are in person unless otherwise stated. Go to
HolyInfantChurch.org and check the Calendar and News
sections for details on the following and more:

e QOriens: An Advent and Christmas Pilgrimage - 12/27
10:45am

e VIRTUAL Centering Prayer - 12/28, 8am

e Choir Rehearsal - 12/29, 7pm

e Marian Prayer - 12/30, 9:30am

e FEucharistic Adoration - 12/30, 12pm

o No Reconciliation - 1/1

e Recemos El Rosario/Rosary in Spanish - 1/2, 3:30pm
e No Faith Development on 1/2

e Sunroom plant removal - 1/8, 9am

e Red Cross Blood Drive - 2/5, 8am

The Connector, Holy Infant's e-newsletter, is on break this
week and resumes on January 7.

Not signed up for the newsletter?
Visit holyinfantchurch.org/communication.

offertory
2021

Make your donation
online today

@ holyinfantchurch.org/giving

It's not too late to make your Christmas Offertory contribution
for this tax year. Online giving is a safe, secure and convenient
way to contribute by checking/savings or credit/debit card.

To be considered a 2020 donation, online contributions must
be made on or before December 31. Mailed contributions must
be postmarked on or before the same date.




MINISTRY NEWS

FAITH IN ACTION: MAKING HOLIDAY FOOD KITS FOR URBAN MINISTRIES OF DURHAM

This year in Family Formation, families are walking through the corporal
works of mercy during their gatherings.

This month, the corporal work of mercy of “Feed the hungry” was car-
ried out through food donations and the creation of 15 holiday food kits
for Urban Ministries of Durham. Families helped put together the food
kits with the food they donated. They also learned about what Urban
Ministries of Durham does in our community.

For November, our corporal work of mercy was “Visit the Sick.” Tracy
Gentry guided families through creating hand-stamped cards for the sick
and homebound of our community and those in a local nursing home.

For October, our corporal work of mercy was “Clothe the Naked.” Our
acts of kindness aligned with Respect Life Month as families wrapped
more than 3,800 newborn diapers to be distributed all over Durham
County and the Triangle area through the Diaper Bank of North Carolina.

Every third Sunday of the month will be Mercy Sunday in Family For-
mation. Families will engage in small acts of kindness or a service pro-
ject together that will support those in need or vulnerable populations
in our parish, in Durham County or the Triangle area.

WHAT ARE THE CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY?
Feed the hungry Visit the sick

Give drink to the thirsty Visit the imprisoned
Clothe the naked Bury the dead

Shelter the homeless
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OPEN IN THE NEW YEAR

Located in the former Blessed Sacrament Chapel

DeSales Center Library

Come check out books on many topics for all ages

OPEN CHECK OUT PROCESS
Sun. | Tues.: 8a - 9p A simple card filing system is
Mon. | Thurs.: 5p - 9p used for self check out.
Wed.: 8a - 4p All books are due back one
month from check out.




FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Help Us to Grow

Help us to forgive one another and

to do small things with great love.

Help us to grow together in holiness.
Give us the wisdom to imitate Mary,
holding all great mysteries in our hearts.
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

Father,

through the holy family,

you have made all families holy.

You have given them as a model for us
as we walk through life together.

Help us to be ever more merciful.

Sunday, December 26, 2021

All Families Are Made Holy
~=200

Today’s readings: Sirach 3:2—6, 12—14; Psalm 128: 1-2, 3,
4-5; Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12—17; Luke 2:41-52 or
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28; Psalm 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10;
1 John 3:1-2, 21-24; Luke 2:41-52. Little is known about
the life Jesus, Mary, and Joseph lived in Nazareth. From the
time they returned from Egypt until the beginning of Jesus’
public ministry, the only story that appears in Scripture
about the family is the founding of Jesus in the temple. A
close reading of this text shows that they were observant
Jews and they went to Jerusalem each year for Passover. It
also can be seen that they traveled with their extended fam-
ily, so they had other significant relationships in their lives.
They had regular family struggles. Mary asks, “Why have
you done this to us?” She sounds like many mothers who are

raising adolescents. Their family life is a model for ours, but
it must have been very ordinary indeed.

Imagine what that can mean for us.

Jesus knows our hearts and our struggles because he
lived them too. God entered into a family and set the family
apart as a place of sanctification. The holy family makes all
families holy. The family is an ordinary place filled with
ordinary love, peace, mercy, justice, and forgiveness. It is a
place to grow in holiness. This week, as you go about your
routine, imagine how you are connected to Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph, across time and space, to their home in Nazareth. If
you are preparing a meal or folding the laundry, you are
doing holy work, just as they did.

VISIT HOLYINFANTCHURCH.ORG/ADVENT FOR MORE RESOURCES.



THIS WEEK AT HOME

Monday, December 27

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of St. John, apostle
and evangelist. He and his brother were early disciples
of Jesus and witnesses to the resurrection. He traveled to
Ephesus, where he composed his Gospel and letters, and
later wrote the Book of Revelation from the island of Patmos.
It is traditional to bless wine and cider on the Feast of
St. John. Today’s readings: 1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2,
5-6, 11-12; John 20:1a, 2-8.

Tuesday, December 28
The Holy Innocents

When Herod massacred all baby boys under two years of
age, he sought to eliminate the threat the messiah posed to
his power. His horrific, violent act epitomizes a truth we
know even today: those who benefit most from the world’s
brokenness and injustice will always oppose the transforma-
tion God has promised. The infant Jesus needed protection,
protection God provided in the person of St. Joseph.
The deaths of the children were profound violations of the
law of God. God is the God of life. God raised the infants to
be saints, that the profound injustice of their deaths might be
transformed: from death to life, that is the way of our God.
Today’s readings: 1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalm 124:2—3, 4-5,
7b—8; Matthew 2:13—18.

Wednesday, December 29

Simeon: Waiting in Hope

God had promised Simeon that he would not see death until
he had seen the salvation of Israel. The child Jesus, not yet
six weeks old, is brought to the temple to be dedicated to the
Lord. What must it have been like for him to feel the fulfill-
ment of the promise? What desires of your heart are you
awaiting God to fulfill? Today’s readings: 1 John 2:3—11;
Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b—3, 5b—6; Luke 2:22—35.
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Thursday, December 30
Anna the Prophetess

Anna the prophetess “spoke about the child to all who were
awaiting the redemption of Israel.” The hope that she has
held onto has been realized before her eyes, and she cannot
keep it to herself. She goes out into the world to be the
bringer of the Good News, to bring hope. When we celebrate
Christmas, we are making present the incarnation through
which God continues to bring about a renewed world.
Christians are to testify about our hope, just as Anna did.
How can you share your hope today? Today’s readings:
1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96:7-8a, 8b—9, 10; Luke 2:36—40.

Friday, December 31
Word Made Flesh

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
The evangelist John tells us the cosmic significance of the
birth of Jesus. Because John uses the language of philosophy
and poetry, it can be hard to grasp what he means. But
because he uses these elevated ways of speaking, it is possi-
ble to approach the inexplicable mystery that is contained in
the incarnation. Read today’s Gospel. What word or phrase
sticks out to you most? Copy it and meditate on it as you pray
this week. Today’s readings: 1 John 2:18-21; Psalm 96:1-2,
11-12, 13; John 1:1-18.

Saturday, January 1
Mary, the Holy Mother of God

“Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.”
Mary’s central place in this great mystery of God dwelling
among us led her to a place of contemplation. Though she
was the one chosen to bring Jesus into the world, she did not
have all the answers. Praying the Rosary, we have the oppor-
tunity to contemplate like Mary, deepening our reflection
while our words proclaim the memorized prayers. Pray the
Rosary today and ask Mary to help you to hold all these
things in your heart. Today’s readings: Numbers 6:22-27;
Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Galatians 4: 4-7; Luke 2:16-21.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 20212022
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" 1113 W. Main Street, Durham, NC 27701
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The Parish Center Office will be closed until
9 a.m. on January 3.

December 27 to January 1
No Daily Mass

New Year's Day
10 AM Mass*

Virtual and in-person

~ No reconciliation or 5:30 vigil Mass C h lni S t m a S
Feast of the Epiphany

o i nas Season
11:30 AM  Mass* M 98s8es

*Watch livestreamed Masses and access worship aids and music at
holyinfantchurch.orgl/live

Everyone has a unique faith journey!

Holy Infant is happy to help you discern if embracing the Catholic
faith is the next step on your journey. Join us for that first step in
that process ~ an inquiry session.

First and Third Wednesdays
7:30 p.m.
Parish Office Living Room

(Virtual option available)

*The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is designed for those unbaptized or baptized in
another Christian faith tradition, who seek to embrace the Catholic faith. During this process
participants are fully initiated into the Catholic Church, celebrating Baptism, if needed,
Confirmation and First Eucharist.

Interested? Contact Lynn Sale at LynnS@holyinfantchurch.org or 919-973-0018




