
Dear Parish Family, 

Words are powerful.  Words can motivate and inspire.  Words can lift our spirits and stir 
our imagination.  We can think of great orators like Winston Churchill.  His words 
enkindled the fire of courage in the hearts of his people during their darkest hour.  Words 
can also have a very different effect.  The saying we learn in childhood goes, “Sticks and 
stones may break my bones, but names will never hurt me.”  But they certainly can.  
Words can wound us in our minds and souls.  Words can sting.  Words can build up or 
they can tear down.  Again, history is filled with examples of those who used words to 
inspire hatred and destruction. 

Then there is Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  He is the Word – the Word of God.  He is 
the Word spoken by the Father.  The scriptures are the inspired Word of God – inspired 
by the Holy Spirit.  The scriptures comfort, inspire, give us hope and yes, call us to 
repentance.  The scriptures are the story of how God has saved His people.  Ultimately, 
they point to and find their fulfillment in the person of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the New 
Covenant.  He is the Word of God.  He perfectly reveals the Father to us.  He perfectly 
reveals who God is – one God, three divine persons – God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit.  Good News indeed. 

The two disciples, walking on the road to Emmaus, were in need of Good News.  Their 
hope for the redemption of Israel had seemingly vanished.  “Jesus the Nazarene, who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,” had been crucified.  Still, 
they heard some other news.  Some women had found the tomb of Jesus to be empty.  
They’d reported that they’d seen a vision of angels who announced that he was alive.   

Then the Word Himself took over.  “Beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them what referred to him in all the Scriptures.”  The Christ had “to suffer 
these things and enter into His glory.”  The disciples wanted more.  They wanted him to 
stay with them as it was evening time.  They would not be disappointed.  Their eyes were 
opened.  Jesus was made known to them in the Breaking of the Bread.  It was the Lord! 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while He spoke to us on the way and opened the 
Scriptures to us?”  Fire is one of the images of the Holy Spirit.  Fire destroys and fire 
purifies.  When our hearts are open to the Eternal Word, the Holy Spirit can rid us of 
selfishness and sinful habits.  The Holy Spirit can cleanse and purify through repentance 
and confession.  The Eternal Word can inspire us to have courage and be not afraid. 

We are living in a time of testing.  Now is the time to spend more time with our Lord in the 
scriptures.  Now is the time to offer penance and sacrifice to God for the needs of our 
hurting world.  Now is the time to pray fervently for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary by praying the Rosary every day.  Now is the time for true witnesses whose hearts 
are burning within them – burning to share the Good News.   

As St. Peter himself said in the first reading: 

“God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses.”   



May the words we speak each day, always be rooted in the love that comes to us from Him 
who is the Eternal Word of God – Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Once again, I would like to thank you for your prayers during this pandemic.  Please be 
assured of my prayers for you.  God willing, we will gather for another live streamed Mass 
at 9:00 a.m. next Sunday on Facebook.  The Mass will be posted to the St. Mary Parish 
website via You Tube.   

Both parishes now offer the opportunity for e-Giving on their respective websites.  Thank 
you for your generous support of our parishes.  May God bless you and your loved ones 
with safety and good health.  Let’s continue to pray that soon, we can gather in person to 
celebrate Mass as a parish family.   

Fr. Dan Redmond 

 

  


